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, jfagor, Breton discuss ways to revive ceasefire 

LONDON (AFP) — British Prime Minister John Major and his 
Imh eounicrpan John Bruton held a '•friendly and constructive" ' 
idepbmw conversation on how to restore the IRA ceasefire 
foflowinga massive London car bomb blast. Downing Street said 
During a 20-minutc conversation the two men agreed that 
jbt^noniy was to halt the violence immediately and reinstate the 
Irish Republican Army (IRA) ceasefire, a spokesman said. The 
p^saiion unilaterally ended its 17-month truce on Friday, 
detojutung a massive car bomb in eastern London which killed two 
people !“# more than 100 others. The IRA claimed 

responsibility tor the blast Saturday. The two leaders plan to meet 
jju 5 jndnth, and their aides were in contact to fix a date, the 
Downing Street official added (sec story on page 12j. 
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Mubarak^ Afeworld discuss Hanish dispute 

. CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak met bis 
Erurean counterpart Issaias Afeworki on Sunday in a bid to bring 
Entrca and Yemen inio direct talks to end their dispute over a Rea 
Sea island, officials said. The two leaders discussed "efforts to 
remove points which block a meeting between the two sides and 
their viewpoints on ways of negotiating." Information Minister 
Safwa! Al Sherif said, quoted by the state news agency MENA. 
Mr. Mubarak "is continuing his efforts and contacts with Yemeni 
President Ali Abdullah Saleh to bring together the viewpoints and 
achieve progress on the proposed paths," Mr. Sherif said. Park, 
which is mediating in the dispute, has proposed holding talks in 
France between ihc (wo sides on a draft accord to ease their 
conflict, according to Egyptian foreign ministry sources. In 
December Eritrean troops captured Hanish Al Kabir, part of an 
archipelago at the mouth io the Red Sea guarding access (0 busy 
shipping lanes and claimed by both Asmara and Sanaa. Mr. 
Mubarak returned earlier Sunday from Saudi Arabia where he 
discussed ihc armed stand-off in (he Red Sea with Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ben Abdul Aziz, the acting Saudi ruler. 
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King H ussein performs Umra pilgrimage 

King Hussein, Prince Abdullah 
review Jordanian-Saudi ties 


MECCA (Agencies) — 
Jordanian and Saudi leaders, 
led by His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Saudi Crown Prince 
Abdullah Ibn Abdul Aziz, 
started official talks here 
Sunday. 

After performing the 
umra, the King received at 
bis residence in the holy dry 
Crown Prince Abdullah 
accompanied by Second De- 
puty Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defence and 
Aviation Prince Sultan Ibn 
Abzui Aziz. 

The King and the two 
Saudi leaders later left for 
Prince Abdullah Palace for 
official Jordanian-Saudi 
talks. 

King Hussein accompanied 
by Prime Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti and a high 
level delegation arrived in 
Jeddah Sunday on a two-day 
visit that he started by per- 
forming the umra. the lesser 
pilgrimage in Mecca and 
praying at the Holy Kaaba. 

Performing the umra with 
the King were members of 
the Royal family and the 


Mandela to invite 
Qadhafi 

ROBBEN ISLAND. South 
Africa (R) — President Nel- 
son Mandela said on Sunday 
he was determined to invite 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi to visit South Africa 
ir defiance of any pressure 
est. “I invited 
(Cuban President) Fidel Cas- 
tro, he was supposed to come 
in August last year but he 
8sked for a postponement,” 
Mr. Mandela said in a televi- 
sion interview marking the 
sixth anniversary of his re- 
lease from jail. “I am deter- 
mined to have him (Castro) 
in this country. I am deter- 
mined to invite Colonel 
(Muammar) Qadhafi. Those 
are our friends who were with 
us when we were all alone... 
*Tm not going to take advice 
as to who my friends should ' 
be. Fidel Castro, the doors 
are open to him to come to 
this country. Colonel Qadha- 
. fi is exactly in the same posi- 
tion,” Mr. Mandela said. 

Alleged informer killed 
in southern Egypt 

CAIRO (AP) — Two sus- 
pected Islamic militants shot 
and killed a fanner they be- 
lieved was a police informer 
on his farm in a southern 
Egyptian village, police said 
Sunday. The two men fled 
after gunning down Nagi 
Ahmed on Saturday near the 
extremists hotbed of Abu 
Qurqas, 220 kilometres south 
of Cairo. Police would not 
comment on whether Mr. 
Ahmed had any connection 
with them. In the same area 
Friday, militants fired on a 
church, killing its two guards 
and a bystander and wound- 
ing three other people. The 
shootings occurred in the 
Holy Month of Ramadan, 
one of four months when 
Muslims believe God forbids 
violence. 


Iranian Bahai gets 
death sentence 

PARIS (R) — An Islamic 
revolutionary court in Iran 
has sentenced to death a 49- 
year-old Bahai for apostasy, 
returning to his original faith 
after converting to Islam, the 
French branch of the Bahai 
faith said on Sunday. Dhabi- 
hu’llah Mahrami, an agricul- 
ture department employee in 
Yazd province “will also have 
aU his possessions confiscated 
according to the court's rul- 
ing handed down in the past 
few days, a Bahai spokes- 
woman said. Mr. Mahrami. 
bora a Bahai, was accused of 
converting to Islam in 1981 to 
avoid being fired from his 
government job but reiurend 
io the Bahai faith seven years 
later, according to transla- 
tions of court documents pro- 
vided by the French Bahais, j 


Jordanian delegation accom- 
panying him, according io the 
Jordan New's Agency. Petra. 

During the visit, ihc King 
and the Jordanian delegation 
are expected io visit the mos- 
que and the tomb of the 
Prophet Mohammad in 
Medina. 

King Hussein greeted upon 
arrival in Jeddah by Prince 
Majed Ibn Abdul Aziz, the 
governor of Mecca. Foreign 
Minister Prince Saud A) Fais- 
al and other leading Saudi 
officials. 

King Hussein is accompa- 
nied on the visit by Their 
Royal Highnesses Princes 
Abdullah, Faisal and Ham- 
zeh as well as Prince Ra’d 
Ben Zeid. the chief chamber- 
lain. Their Royal Highnesses 
Princes TalaL and Ghazi. 
Prince Firas Ben Ra'd and 
other Royal family members. 

Also accompanying the 
King are Mr. Kabariti, speak- 
er? of the Senate and the 
Lower House of Parliament 
Ahmad Lawzi and Sa'd 
Hayel Srour, Chief of the 
Royal Court Awn Khasaw- 


neh. King Hussein's advisor 
on religious affairs and other 
senior officials and members 
of the Senate and the Lower 
House as well as representa- 
tives of the media. 

His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassun was sworn in 
as Regent before the King's 
departure on rhe two-day 
trip. 

Upon leaving Amman 
King Hussein expressed hope 
that his visit and his efforts 
will result in success of rees- 
tablishing solidarity among 
Arab countries. 

"Our relations with Saudi 
Arabia are normal and I hope 
this visit will further streng- 
then bilateral ties in the in- 
terest of both countries,” rhe 
King said. 

"Meetings among brothers 
and the resumption of dia- 
logue among leaders are 
bound to enhance coopera- 
tion among Arab states,” he 
said. 

Following the visit to Saudi 
Arabia and the performance 
of the umra the King plans to 
visit Egypt later this week. 


King Hussein visited Saudi 
Arabia in 1994 to perform 
umra, but did not see Saudi 
officials then. He was to meet 
with King Fahd in December, 
but the much-heralded meet- 
ing was postponed after the 
Saudi monarch fell sick. 

King Fahd, according to 
U.S. sources, suffered a 
stroke in November. On new 
year's day, he put his 
brother. Crown Prince 
Abdullah, in charge of the 
government, saying he 
needed to rest. 

The king, in his early 70s 
and known to have a history 
of health problems, has since 
Jan. 1 been shown on Saudi 
television meeting with royal 
family members. 

Amman and Riyadh fell out 
five years ago. when the tradi- 
tionally pro- West cm Jordan re- 
fused to join a U.S.-led coalition 
force which drove Iraq out of 
Kuwait in February 1991. 

That, together with over- 
whelming sympathies for Iraq 
among ordinary Jordanians, 
painted the Kingdom as. pro- 
Iraqi. 





His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan is sworn in as Regent prior to His Majesty King Hussein's departure to 
Saudi Arabia where he held talks on Jordanian-Saudi relations and performed Al Umra pilgrimage (Petra photo) 


Peres announces early elections Journalists targetted: 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres 
announced early general 
elections on Sunday in hopes 
of riding his current wave of 
popularity into another four 
years in office. 

Bolstered by the success of 
the peace process and hold-, 
ing a commanding lead over 
his conservative rival in opin- 
ion polls, Mr. Peres said he 
had decided to hold the elec- 
tions at the earliest date 
possible. 

“I hesitated a lot recently. 
That's finished, and I have 
decided to hold the elections 
early,” Mr. Peres said during 
a press conference broadcast 
live on Israeli television and 
radio. 

Mr. Peres said that stability 
had returned to Israel after it 
was rocked by the assassina- 
tion of his predecessor, Yit- 
zhak Rabin, at the hands of a 
Jewish law student on Nov. 4. 

"When I saw that Yitzhak 
Rabin had passed away. I saw 
on his face a complete seren- 
ity, and I told myself that my 
duty was to prevent the coun- 
try from being paralysed,” 
Mr. Peres said, ”1 therefore 
pushed off the idea of early 
elections." 

"But today, I think, the 
period of stabilisation (after 
rhe murder) is over,” he 
added. 

Mr. Peres did not 
announce a time for the elec- 
tions. but Labour leaders be- 


lieve May 28 is the most 
likely date, with May 21 and 
June 3 also being mentioned. 
They were scheduled for Oct. 
29. 

The exact date is to be 
decided in the next few days 
during negotiations with va- 
rious political parties in 
Israel. 

Opinion polls published 
last week put Mr. Peres 10 
points ahead of the leader of 
the main rightwing opposi- 
tion Likud Party, Benjamin 
Netanyahu. 

By going to the country 
early, Mr. Peres hopes to 
boost his slim coalition 
majority to reach a comfort- 
able platform from which to 
continue the Arab-Israeti 
peace process. 

“I need to renew the man- 
date of the government and 
the prime minister to serve 
the people,” Mr. Peres said. 

Asked whether he was tak- 
ing advantage of the sym- 
pathy vote caused by Mr. 
Rabin's assassination Mr. 
Peres responded: “I am not 
responsible for the situation 
created by the murder.” 

He also said it was also 
necessary to lift the uncer- 
tainty caused by the Israeli 
elections to enhance rhe 
chances of rhe current peace 
negotiations with Syria. 

Those talks have stumbled 
over the thorny issue of hand- 
ing back the Golan Heights, 
captured by Israel in 1967 


and annexed in 1981. 

Mr. Peres also defended 
the record of his ruling 
Labour Party since it came to 
power in 1992, underlining 
Israel's economic growth and 
the success of the peace pro- 
cess with the Palestinians. 

Mr. Netanyahu is still trail- 
ing badly even though Likud 
and the extreme rightwing 
party Tzomet last week 
signed a pact to run a joint 
slate of candidates. 

The rightwing has plum- 
meted in the polls since the 
murder of Mr. Rabin by a 
Jewish fanatic opposed to the 
Israeii-Palestinian autonomy 
accords. 

Likud was criticised for 
provoking a vicious climate 
of hate around Mr. Rabin by 
launching constant verbal 
attacks before he was gunned 
down. 

Labour's Secretary Gener- 
al Nissim Zvili has advocated 
actively drawing on the 
“Rabin-effect” and has asked 
his widow, Leah Rabin, who 
in the days following the 
assassination came to repre- 
sent a nation in mourning, to 
campaign for a Labour vic- 
tory. 

Campaigning can only start 
once parliament has agreed 
to dissolve. Mr. Peres com- 
pleted a formality holding 
early parliamentary elections 
by meeting with President 
Ezer Weizan earlier Sunday, 
officials said. 


17 killed, 87 injured in 
two car bombs in Algiers 


5, out of 36, detained in 
Israel will be freed soon 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Two 
powerful car bombs rocked 
the centre of Algiers on Sun- 
day, killing at least 17. injur- 
ing a total of 87 people, and 
badly damaging the head- 
quarters of several indepen- 
dent newspapers. 

The second blast which 
targetted the newspaper 
building injured 52, as well as 
killing 17. according to offi- 
cial figures, making it the 
second deadliest attack in 
Algiers in some four years of 
clashes between security 
forces and armed Islamic 
groups. 

Prime Minister Ahmed 
Ouyahia went ro the scene, 
hitting out at "an act of bar- 
barity totally foreign” to 
Algerian society, the APS 
news agency reported. 

Ir was not immediately 
clear how many journalists, 
who are a prime target for 
these groups, were among 
the victims. 

One journalist said "at 
leasr two people from (even- 
ing newspaper) Le Soir are 
dead.” 

Sunday's second explosion 
occurred at around 3:15 p.m. 
(1415 GMT) near the former 


barracks known as "La 
Maison de la Presse” in the 
heavily populated area of 
Belcourt. 

A first blast which took 
place around 9:05 a.m. (0805 
GMT) at the city hall in the 
densely populated Bab Al 
Oued district of the capital 
injured 35 people, according 
to the latest tall. Earlier offi- 
cials said 41 had been hurt.' 

According to an AFP cor- 
respondent, rhe second blast 
destroyed the headquarters 
of Le Soir d'Algerie, and 
damaged offices of several 
other private newspapers, 
which had been under heavy 
police guard. 

A journalist, surrounded 
by rubble, told AFP: "It is 
terrible, it is like an earth- 
quake, we all dreaded car- 
nage like that would happen 
one day.” 

Rescue workers were 
ploughing through the debris 
in a desperate search for sur- 
vivors. while others tried to 
tend to wounded as they lay 
in the wreckage. 

A dozen cars caught fire in 
the blast, and strips of burned 
flesh were visible on barely 
recognisable shells of vehi- 


cles. 

Scenes of panic ensued as 
the power of the blast blew 
out windows of buildings 
opposite the newspaper 
headquarters, and flying glass 
injured passersby. 

One witness said that the 
car containing the bomb had 
been abandoned against the 
wall of the newspaper, head- 
quarters by several men who 
ran away. 

Another said the anack 
resembled one that targetred 
the central police headquar- 
ters on Jan. 30, 1995. 

Forty-two people were 
then killed and nearly 300 
wounded, most of them pas- 
sersby. in the suicide attack 
carried out by the armed 
Islamic group, the most ex- 
treme of the Islamic groups 
fighting the Algerian regime.. 

Sunday's double attack 
coincides with an upsurge in 
violence since the beginning 
of Ramadan on Jan. 2J. 
which armed Islamic groups 
consider is propitious to 
Jihad or holy war. 

Armed Islamic groups 
have accused independent 
newspapers of collaborating 
with the government, and a 
total of 48 journalists have 
been killed in two and a half 


years. On Saturday, a jour- 
nalist from a weekly publica- 
tion of the central union 
UGTA was shot dead. 

In less than a month, 12 car, 
bombs or other types of ex- 
plosion have killed at least 57 
and injured more than 200, 
according to figures from : 
emergency services and the. 
press. 

Prime Minister Ouyahia - 
pledged: “The Algerian, 
state, in communion with the ; 
people, will go out of its way 
to eliminate this babarism 
from the land of Algeria.’’ • 

Authorities have said 
attacks such as Sunday’s are 
designed to mask the failure 
of the armed groups, which 
have suffered heavy casual- 
ties and were abandoned by 
the electorate in November 
elections which overwhel- 
mingly reelectec) President 
Liamine Zeroual. 

Violence erupted in Alger-- 
ia in January 1992. following 
the cancellation of a second 
round of elections which the 
now-outlawed Islamic Salva- 
tion Front (FIS) was poised 
to win. Clashes have since 
claimed between 30,000 and 
50,000 lives, according to 
non-official estimates. 


By Sa'eda Kilani 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Five Jorda- 
nian detainees in Israeli 
prisons will be released in 
the next few days. Minister 
of Public Works and Hous- 
ing and Acting Defence 
Minister Abdul Hadi Maj -it 
said on Sunday. 

Mr. Majali «:Ja at the 
regular Ln-.cr House of 
Parliame.it session Sunday 
morning that 36 Jordanians 
held in Israeli jails will be 
released in groups and that , 
the government will update 
the House on all develop- 
ments in this regard. 

“The first batch of five 
people will be released 
within days,” Mr. Majali 
said. “There are also talks 
over the remaining prison- 
ers, especially those who 
■are categorised as having 
been involved in the killing 
of Israelis." 

"We hope we can reach 
an agreement (with the 
Israelis) over the last categ- 
ory. The government will 


do all it can and promise 
the House to keep it up- 
dated with all develop- 
ments,” he added. 

The minister was replying 
to a complaint filed bv Isla- 
mic Action Front (IAF) . 
Deputy Bassam Emoush 
from Zarqa. Dr. Emoush 
demanded the government 
to provide the House with 
the full names of Jordanian 
detainees in Israeli prisons. 
He also criticised an answer 
by Abdul Karim Kabariti, 
then foreign minister, to a 
previous question on the 
same issue. 

"It is very strange that his 
excellency (Mr. Kabariti) 
would say that most of the 
detainees did not take part 
in terrorist acts ... this 
means that some of them 
had committed terrorist 
acts. Our throats went sour 
explaining that terrorism is 
one thing and resisting the ’ 
occupant and the aggressor 
is something else." Dr. 
Emoush said. 

**And if terrorism applies 


w diiyuue it is first and 
foremost applicable to the 
massacres of Deir Yasin 
and Kufr Qasem. We have 
all seen on TV how Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouq 
Sharaa held a picture of 
(former Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak) Shamir 
with the word ’wanted’ 
underneath.” 

"We hope we will hear of 
their (the Jordanian prison- 
ers) return soon." added 
Dr. Emoush. 

Dr. Emoush also called 
on the government to re- 
lease detainees in Jordanian 
prisons, who he said were 
never charged. 

"I hope the minister of 
interior, Awad Khieifat. 
would intervene and order 
the release of these people 
before the Al Fitr feast, in 
nine days time),” he said. 

Dr. Khieifat responded 
by saying that the Ministry 
of Interior would form a 
committee to look into the 
cases of these prisoners and 
"God willing, the right de- 
cision will soon be taken.” 


Businessmen hold trade 
talks in Baghdad 


AMMAN (AP) — A group 
of 27 industrialists is in Bagh- 
dad discussing commercial 
cooperation three weeks af- 
ter Jordan halved exports to 
Iraq, a trade official said Sun- 
day. 

Ali Dajani, an advisor at 
the Amman Chamber of In- 
dustry. said the team is meet- 
ing with senior Iraqi officials 
to "assess trade relations be- 
tween the two countries.” 

The team, which arrived in 
Baghdad Friday, “will also 
participate in the biannual 
meeting of the joint industrial 
committee formed last year.” 
Mr. Dajani told the Associ- 
ated Press. 

He stressed that Jordan's 
Jan. 23 decision to halve its 
exports to its eastern neigh- 
bour to $220 million this year 
is not on the delegation's 
agenda in Baghdad. 


But the official Iraqi news 
agency, monitored in Cyprus, 
reported that the delegation 
met Sunday with Iraqi Trade 
Minister Mohammed Mehdi 


Saleh, who told them: “The 


Iraqi market is open to Jorda- 
nian economic activity. 

"There is no obstacle, be it 
administrative or technical, 
to impede the flow of goods 
from Jordan to Iraq," he 
said, underlining Baghdad's 
efforts to prevent any sever- 
ing of trade links with Jor- 
dan. 

The government has said 
the decision to reduce trade 
with Baghdad was made be- 
cause Iraq's debt to Jordan 
was too high at SI. 2 billion. 

The move followed politic- 
al strains prompted by gov- 
ernment criticism of the Iraqi 
leadership. 

Government officials said 
under the new trade terms. 
Jordan will continue to send 
Iraq food and medical sup- 
plies exempt from U.N. sanc- 
tions, imposed after Iraq in- 
vaded Kuwait in 1990, in 
return for Iraqi oil. 

Iraq supplies Jordan with 
all its daily needs of 75.000 
barrels of crude and fuel oil 
with the tacit approval of the 
U.N. Security Council. 


Bomb in Bahrain 
hotel wounds three 


MANAMA (Agencies) — A 
home-made bomb exploded 
in a major hotel of the 
Bahraini capital on Sunday, 
wounding three guests, in the 
second such attack within a 
month, officials said. 

The bomb shattered win- 
dows in the Diplomat hotel., 
but the wounded were not in 
serious condition, the off!-, 
cials said. The hotel’s 100 
guests were evacuated and 
police cordoned off the build- 
ing. 

"The explosion (at the Di- 
plomat hotel) was caused by 
a home-made bomb," one 
official told Reuters, adding 
the bomb slightly wounded 
three people when it ex- 
ploded next to the door of the 
hotel. 

The official said more de- 
tails would be released as 
they became available. The 
Diplomat hotel lies in a dis- 
trict of Manama close to 
many foreign businesses and 
diplomatic missions. 


A guest at the Diplomat 
hotel, Simon Paul. 37, of the 
Netherlands, said the explo- 
sion occurred in the street 
outside the lobby of the 
building in downtown Man- 
ama. 

Newsmen in a nearby 
office block heard a deafen- 
ing blast. Fire engines rushed 
to the scene. 

A 42-year-old Indian 
businessman who was in the. 
restaurant, just off the lobby, 
said the explosion was close 
to where he had been sitting. 

“If I hadn’t moved to the 
salad bar. I’d have had it," he 
told the Associated Press. He 
declined to give his name. 

Guests streamed out of the 
hotel, crying and hugging 
each other. 

The last explosion at a 
Manama hotel took place on 
Jan. 17 at Le Meridien during 
an international economic 
conference. Another home- 
made bomb, hidden in a 
basement toilet, caused no 
injuries. 
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PLO opposition figure 


Shimon Peres dreams of 


will join final status talks winning his first election 


CAIRO (AFP) — The most 
senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official 
opposed to the peace 
accords with Israel said on 
Sunday he would partici- 
pate in negotiations on the 
final status of the 
Palestinian territories. 

“I wili join final status 
negotiations, because the 
PLO's executive commit- 
tee is responsible for direct- 
ing these talks,” Farouk 
Kaddoumi, head of the 
PLO’s Political 

Department, told AFP in 
Cairo. 

“Final status negotiations 
are an opportunity to con- 
solidate national unity. 1 
ask all Palestinian forces to 
participate and I will work 
for their attendance,” Mr. 
Kaddoumi said 

Mr. Kaddoumi has fre- 
quently criticised the self- 
rule accords signed by 
Palestinian President YasseT 
Arafat with Israel and boy- 
cotted sessions of the 


PLO’s executive council. 

The Popular and the 
Democratic Fronts for the 
Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP and DFLP). both 
based in Syria, have also 
boycotted sessions of the 
committee to protest the 
accords. 

Final status negotiations 
to begin in May will address 
the sensitive issues of 
Israel-occupied Arab East 
Jerusalem, Jewish settle- 
ments in the West Bank and 
Gaza, and the return of 
Palestinian refugees and the 
displaced. 

Mr. Kaddoumi said he had 
refused to join in earlier 
stages of PLO-lsraeli nego- 
tiations because “they treat- 
ed only the superficialities 
of the Palestinian issue.” 

“The heart of the problem 
is the end of the Israeli 
occupation, the restoration 
of East Jerusalem, elimina- 
tion of the settlements and 
the return of the refugees 
and displaced,” he said. 


“Up until now we have 
done nothing to solve these 
problems. We have reached 
no concrete results except 
the return of PLO members 
to the occupied territories,” 
he said. 

The term “refugees” 
refers to Palestinians who 
lost their land in the first 
Israeli-Arab war of 1948, 
while “displaced” covers 
those who fled the West 
Bank and Gaza in the 1967 
Middle East war. 

Mr Kaddoumi said the 
PLO must “not submit to 
Israeli conditions” demand- 
ing that the organisation 
remove articles from its 
charter calling for the 
destruction of the Jewish 
state. 

“Israel still has not imple- 
mented a basic article (of 
the self-rule accords) 
allowing the return of 

750,000 displaced 

Palestinians. This provision 
is clear, but Israel refuses 
whatever it wants from the 


agreements,” be said. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Shimon Peres has insisted 
Mr. Arafat fulfil commit- 
ments to drop the charter 
clauses within two months 
of the first meeting of the 
newly-elected Palestinian 
autonomy council. But Mr. ■ 
Kaddoumi warned that 
altering the charter would 
“mean the elimination of 
the PLO and a division 
between Palestinians out- 
side (the territories) and 
those inside ” 

“In the future, when a 
Palestinian state is created 
or a confederation with 
Jordan is established, we 
will respond to all the 
requirements of a political 
resolution of the Palestinian 
problem.” 

Mr. Kaddoumi said be 
■would not return to the West 
Bank or Gaza until “the end 
of the Israeli occupation.” 


Protests in Bethlehem 
over Israeli construction 


BETHLEHEM. West Bank 
(AFP) — Palestinian offi- 
cials in Bethlehem protest- 
ed on Sunday the Israeli 
army's construction of a 
wall at the entrance to the 
biblical town, calling it a 
provocation. 

Bethlehem Mayor Elias 
Freij described the con- 
struction as “a criminal act 
perpetrated in a public place 
and reducing the width of 
the road to Bethlehem from 
20 metres to six metres.” 

“This threatens tourism 
and further separates 
Bethlehem, as well as the 
southern West Bank, from 
Jerusalem and the northern 
part of the territory,” he 
said. 

The Israeli army has 


begun building a large 
cement wall which blocks 
half the main road coming 
from Jerusalem, slowing 
vehicle traffic since only 
one lane is now open. 

The wall is being built 
around Rachel’s Tomb, a 
site holy to Jews just out- 
side Bethlehem. 

The army is also planning 
to build a parking lot behind 
the holy site and an elevated 
sidewalk connecting the 
two. 

‘This construction is 
provocative and illegal ” the 
Bethlehem municipality 
said in a statement calling 
on Palestinians to join a 
protest at the centre of the 
town on Monday. 

The municipality accused 


Israel of violating the West 
Bank autonomy accords 
signed SepL 28, which turns 
Bethlehem and the access 
road over to Palestinian 
control. 

According to witnesses, 
Palestinian police prevented 
the entry to Bethlehem of 
vehicles with Israeli license 
tags. 

Palestinian sources said 
that the demonstration was 
to have taken place on 
Sunday but was delayed 
until Monday*' to prevent 
incidents between Israelis 
and Palestinians. *■ < 

The Israeli army withdrew 
Dec. 20 from Bethlehem, 
ending a 28-year occupa- 
tion. 


Libya 
sent home 
335,000 
foreigners 
in 1995 


Palestinian organ donor 
saves lives of four Israelis 


TEL AVTV (.AFP) — A 
Palestinian building worker 
killed in an accident saved 
the lives of four Israelis 
who received his organs in 
transplant operations, doc- 
tors said Sunday. 

The heart, pancreas, liver 
and kidneys of the 
Palestinian from Nablus in 
the West Bank, were trans- 
planted with his family's 
permission on Saturday, 
Dr. Yaakov Lavi of Shiva 
Hospital in Tel Aviv said. 

The donor. 38, whose 
identity was not revealed, 
died after falling from a 
ladder while working on a 
construction site in Israel. 

“AH the members of the 
family agreed on condition 
that we got the green light 
from the eldest brother, 
who lives in the Gaza 
Strip,” Dr. Lavi said. 


“After several hours of 
intensive searching, we 
found him and immediately 
obtained a special pass 
from the Palestinian 
Authority and the Israeli 
military administration (for 
him to enter Israel). 

“We explained the case to 
him at the hospital and he 
agreed,” the doctor added. 

The dead man’s heart was 
given to an Israeli Arab, the 
liver to another patient, the 
pancreas and one of the 
kidneys to a third patient, 
while the other kidney was 
donated to a fourth Israeli. 

“These organ donations 
will help cooperation 
between Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority 
towards creating a Middle 
East organ exchange,” Dr. 
Lavi said. “Previously, 
three Palestinians have 


undergone kidney and pan- 
creas transplants in our 
hospital.” 

Israel gave the 
Palestinian Authority 
responsibility for health in 
the Gaza Strip and West 
Bank in 1994. 

Dr. Lavi said 700 Israeli 
patients were waiting for 
kidney transplants, a hun- 
dred for heart donors. 50 
for pancreas and another 50 
for liver transplants. 

Israel has obtained some 
organ donations from 
Cyprus under an exchange 
agreement signed last year. 

‘That country provided 
us with a heart and we have 
two Cypriot patients wait- 
ing for heart transplants at 
the moment,” said Dr. Lavi. 


TUNIS (R) — Libya sent 
home some 335.000 foreign- 
ers in 1 995. expelling most of 
diem, die justice and public 
order minister said on 
Sunday. 

“Two hundred thousand 
foreigners have been sent 
back home and an additional 

135,000 left voluntarily, 
which makes a total of 
■335.000," sard'-MotiametT AI 
Higazi in remarks broadcast 
' 'oh' ‘Libyan radio and' televi- 
sion and monitored in Turns. 

Among them were 173 
people infected with the HTV 
virus leading to AIDS and 
195 people with other conta- 
gious diseases, he added. 

He made the remarks to 
Libya's General People's 
Congress, meeting for its 
annual session in the coastal 
city of Sine. 

Mr. Higazi didn't give the 
breakdown by nationalities, 
but early reports said the 
communities worst affected 
were Palestinians, Egyptians. 
Sudanese. Somalis and 
Eritreans. 

Libya last year announced 
it would make some 2.5 mil- 
lion foreign workers go 
home, citing negative effects 
that U.N. sanctions imposed 
on it since 1992 bad been 
having on Libyan workers. 

Libyan leader Muammar 
Gaddafi also ordered the 
expulsion of thousands of 
Palestinians living in Libya 
last year, to make the point 
that the peace deal between 
the PLO and Israel gives no 
entrance or residence rights 
for many Palestinian exiles. 

More than a million work- 
ers in Libya come from 
Egypt, with a large 
Palestinian community and 
groups from Algeria. Chad, 
Sudan, and Niger. 


TEL AVTV (R) — Shimon 
Peres has made history by 
hammering his visions of a 
new Middle East into peace 
deals. 

Now after half a century in 
politics, the Israeli prime 
minister hopes to make a 
personal dream come true by 
winning his first general 
election in five tries. 

The 72-year-old Penes has 
been riding a wave of popu- 
larity since Yitzhak Rabin’s 
assassination in November. 

But in a typically down- 
and-dirty Israeli campaign, 
he could have a hard time 
shaking off the tags of 
“loser” and "schemer'’ 
pinned on him by war-hard- 
ened Israelis. 

Born in Poland, Mr. Peres 
arrived in British-run 
Palestine at age 11. 
Groomed for leadership by 
founding father David Beo- 
Gurion, he got his start over- 
seeing arms purchases and 
manpower in the Hagan a, 
the Zionist fighting force 
which became the Israeli 
army, before the Jewish state 
was founded in 1948. 

Mr. Peres held eveiy top 
cabinet job during his career. 
As foreign minister in 1994 
he shared the Nobel Peace 
Prize with Mr. Rabin and 
Palestinian leader Yasser 
Arafat for a breakthrough 
accord in 1993. He and Mr. 
Rabin also made peace with 
Jordan. 

When an Israeli opposed to 
peace moves shot the 73- 
year-old Mr. Rabin dead at a 
Tel* Aviv rally Nov. 4, the 
torch was passed to Mr. 
Peres who vowed to forge 
the peace with Syria, 
Lebanon and other Arab 
states that eluded his prede- 

^Spuiion polls show him 
way ahead of the hardline 
Likud Party opposition 
leader Benjamin Netanyahu 
but some- analysts ascribe 
much of the support for Mr. 
Peres to sympathy for Mr. 
Rabin, his colleague in the 
Labour Party. 

Mr. Peres was also popular 
in his first turn as prime min- 
ister from 1984 to 1986. He 
pulled Israeli troops back 
from Lebanon, normalised 
relations with Egypt and 
slashed inflation from 445 
per cent a year to below 20 
per cent 

But failed bids to win elec- 
tions. weld coalitions and 
gamer support for secret 
peace plans gave him the 
reputation of a loser. 

He has a long history of. 
flops on Israel’s political’ 
stage. Four times — in 1977, 
1981, 1984 and 1988 — he 
failed to win a national elec- 
tion outright It was only 
under an unusual power- 
sharing arrangement with 
Likud that Mr. Peres did his 
first turn as prime minister. 

In 1992 Rabin, his leg- 
endary rival, seized the 
Labour Party from Mr. Peres 
and led it to a decisive victo- 
ry. But Mr. Rabin couldn’t 
ignore Mr. Peres or his years 
of experience, grudgingly 
making him foreign minis- 
ter. 

Though an articulate if 
uninspiring speaker and a 
skilful] diplomat Mr. Peres 
has long seemed out of place 










Israeli Prime Minister Shimon Peres gestures as he announces early elections 
February 11. Peres said that elections would be held as early as the law allows 
(Reuters photo) 
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on Israel's political stage, his 
visions of a new and flour- 
ishing Middle East not taken 
seriously. 

He appeared better suited 
to academia than politics, 
even publishing several 
books, including one on his 
vision of a new Middle East 


Tireless in his pursuit of 
peace and political success, 
Mr. Peres has said he aver- 
ages three to four hours of 
sleep a night though he 
would like to have five. 
Vacations are simply not part 
of his culture, he said. 

After Mr. Rabin's death. 


Mr. Peres reached out across 
the divide underscored by 
the assassination, urging 
Israelis for and against" the 
government's peace moves 
to work with him to bring 
their society together. 

He promised that despite 
peace deals with the 
Palestinians, his government 
would not ignore the “feel- 
ing of distress" among the 

130,000 Jewish settlers of 
the occupied lands who had 
complained Mr. Rabin was 
abandoning them. 

He had 15 years of experi- 
ence in the defence ministry 
and was widely regarded as 


the man who gave Israel 
nuclear capabilities by 
procuring its secret Dirnona 
reactor from France. 

But some Israelis still 
feared he would lack die 
toughness of Mr. Rabin, a 
former army chief, to stand 
up to Israel's enemies and 
guard their security while 
making peace. 

With an eye to boosting his 
government's security cre- 
dentials, Mr. Peres made 
himself defence minister as 
had Mr. Rabin before him 
and appointed array-chief- 
tumed-politician Ehud 
Barak his foreign minister. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

ret: 77311 1- IV 


17:21 Maghreb 

1*40 isha 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


CHURCHES 


PROGRAMME TWO 

14:00 Bonkers (cartoon) 

14 JO Richie Rich 

15:00 Playabout 

15:15 Bustin Loose 

15:40 

Doe. — Animats of the Mediterra- 
nean 

16:10 : Okavango 

17:00 Magazine — Nimbus 

17:20 

Serie — Lcs Comagnons dc L' Ad- 
venture 

17:50 

Magazine — CEst Pas Sorrier 

18:20 

Family Programme — L'Ecolc dc 
Fans 

I9rt)0 News in French 


19:15 Magazine — Cinq Stir Cinq 
IM0 News Headlines 


I9JS McHafc's Navy 

20HM Invention 

30OS Hawai Five — O 

21:10 Doc. — The Missing Yean 

22.-00 News in English 

22:25 

Doc. — A Journey Across the 
Land of Islam 
22:40 Drama — Perfect Scoundrels 

23:10 Drama — Taunts Rising 

2309 Comedy — Ellen 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfleh, Tel. 8111740 
Assemblies of Cod Church. Tel* 
632785. 

SI. Joseph Church Tel. *24590. 
Church or (be Anauudathw Td. 

637440. 

De la SaOe Church Tel. A6I757 
Temsancfa Church Tel: 622366 
Church of the Auuundatioa Tel. 
623541. 

AngBcwi Church Tel. 652K2A. 
Armenian Catholic Church Td. 

771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Tel. 
775261. 

St. Ephraim Church Td. 771751. 
Amman International Church Td. 

652526. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
82432$. 

Gerroan -speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Td. 845457 
The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Saints Tel. 654932 
Church of Nazarene Td. 675691. 
The Evangelical Local Chord! In 
Amman 
Tel. 811295. 


In Aqaba, it win be sunny with 
skies northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Tarcq Hijjawi 985445 

Khalifch pharmacy 9KS4 17 


HOSPITALS 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


Min ./Max. temp. 

Amman SM2 

Aqaba 1 1/ 22 

Deserts 4/13 

Jordan Valley 10 / 19 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 9. Aqaba 20. Humidity 
readings: Amman 93 per cent. 
Aqaba 27 per cent. 


EMERGENCIES 


Food Control Centre 637! 1 1 

Civil Defence Department 661 III 
Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fin: Brigade 6I7FOI 

Blood Bank. 775121 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 


Public Security Department 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 


NIGHT DUTY 


Price Complaints 661 176 

Water ana Sewerage 


WEATHER 


PRAYER TIMES 


94^9... 
Mr/8 _. 


11:50 ... 


14:55 ... 



Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment of Meteorology. 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Ad nan Zaghloul 898140 

Dr. Yousef AlFaqih 790104 

Dr. Jamal Jharah ............. 847351 

Fcrdows pharmacy 77X336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637(155 

Nairoukh pharmacy ,,,,,..., 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 63766(1 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy NA7632 


Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn 

644281/6 

Akilch Maternity. J. Amn. 

642A 1/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Mafhas. J. Amman : 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 607071 

Shmcisani Hospital 66913 1 

University Hospital 845845 

ALM lusher Hospital ..... 667227 
The Islamic. Abdali 666127/37 

ALAhli. Abdali 664 HWb 

Italian. At-Muhajreen ... 777|0j/3 
A 1- Bashir, J. AsiiraOch 775111/26 

Army. Maria 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ........ 6K6HKI 

Amal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 


QUEENAUA 

INTERNATIONAL 

AIRPORT 


Cairo (MS) 

12:40 .... Muscat. Abu Dhabi (GF> 

t5M Vienna (OS) 

Kiev (f>U) 

1*=®® Paris. Damascus f A F) 

Athens. Beirut (OA1 

23:85 London (BA I 

01:28 Amsterdam (KL) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
(Marka Airport) 


HUAZ RAILWAY TRAIN 


This information is supplied hy 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) information 
department at the Queen Alia In- 
ternational Airport Td. (08 I533IO- 
5. where it should always be veri- 
fied. 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 
(Marka Airport) 

- Aqaba (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 


Dcp. Am m a n 8:00 every Monday 
Arr. Damascus 

5.-00 p.m. every Monday 
Dtp. Damascus; 


departures 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 

(Terminal 1) 


7:30 a.m. every Sunday 
Arr. Amman ■ ■ 


ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 


(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas dalb 010230 


Temperatures arc expected to 
rise slightly with skies partly cloudy 
and winds north westerly moderate. 


1RB1D: 

Dr. Ahmad Oanu 
Akpids pharmacy 


28174] 

(-> 


Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 66 1 101 

Jordan Television 7731 II 

Radio Jordan 774| 1 1 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 936381 


ZARQA: 

Zvrqp Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
Zarqa National Hospital 

(09)900560 

IbnSina Hospital ....... (09)986732 

Atifikma Modern Hospital KfflWNlI 


Company 

RJ Flight Information .... 08- 53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


BUD: 

Princes Burra Hospital (02) 27555 5 

Greek Catholic Hospital (ttZJITZDS 

I bn Al Nates Hospital (02|2«7IOO 


B&30 Sunaa ( RJ I 

8*35 Jeddah (RJ) 

®0=®0 Damascus (RJ) 

«fc3i New Delhi (RJ) 

B9--55 Dubai. Abu Dhabi ( RJ) 

IfcSS Beirut (RJ) 

l3:3 ® Wahttin (add) (RJ) 

l&M Cairo (RJ) 

I6?45 New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

18:40 Casablanca. Tunis (RJ) 

1*0* Bangkok (RJ) 

WsOO Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Wahraii (add) ( RJ) 

*■** Beirut tRJl 

Unit) ... Amsterdam, Chicago ( Rjj 

12-15 Cairo | j 

12:25 ...... Frankfurt. London iRJ) 

■■ J * dd .ah <add)<RJ) 

Bahrain. Doha (RJ) 

“TI* Damascus (RJ) 

Abu Dhahj ( Rj , 

2, - ,s Duhai. Muscat (RJ) 


5:00 p.m. every Sunday 

MARKET .PRICES 

Upper lM-cr price in fik-per kg. 

Apple ; J 700/ soo 

.600/600 

Banana f Mukammar) ..... 520520 

Banana (imported) 850*650 

Cabbage 70 / 40 

1801100 

Cauliflower 160/100 

Cucumbers (large) 150/100 

Cucumbers (small) 250/180 


Other nights (Terminal 2) 


AQABA: 

Princess Kayi Hospital. (03)314! ]| 


•460 

09*5 


Rome (AZ) 

Khartoum (SO ) 


® theT Rights (Terminal 2) 

Romc<AZ) 

Beirut. London (BA) 

ij-ll Beirut (ME) 

JiJJ Khartoum (SD) 

Bahram. Abu Dhabi. Muscui <GF) 

in!*) Vienna (OS) 

xJZZtgi] 


Eggplant 220/ 150 

Garlic iimn/MB 


garlic 10MW00 

Grape Fruit 220/120 

Umon 370/250 

Marrow (large) 140/100 

Marrow (small) 200/ RQ 

Onion (green) 140/100 

Onion (dry) 2IW 150 

Orange 640500 

Pepper (hot) 500 / 400 

Pepper (sweet) 5«»4«1 

Potato 200/150 

Radish , 160/90 

String Beans 700/500 

Spamch 140/ 1 00 

Tomato .... ruvffl 


riU} 


Aqaba (RW) 

Aqaba (RW) 
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|* Queen attends Hudecek violin recital , 
hosts iftar for wives of officials 
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AMMAN (J.T.) — Her 
Majesty Queen Noor Sun- 
day att end ed a recital by 
Ac acclaimed Czech vio- 
Tjjost Vaclav Hudecek. 
yiho was accompanied by 
’ : Petr Adamec. at the 
Cultural Centre, a 
Court statement 

a 

performance, which 
was organised by the 
Rational Music Conserva- 
and the Czech 
ssy, features sonatas 
Wolfgang Amadeus 
Ludwing von 
wen, Franz Shuben 
•& Antonin Dvorak. 

Mr. Hudecek. who is 
considered one of the best 
three contemporary violin- 
ists in the world, has per- 
forated with renowned 
international orchestras 
and various musical festi- 
vals around the globe. 

Petr Adamec, who has 
performed with Mr. Hude- 
cek since 1977. is an out- 
standing interpreter of 
chamber music composi- 
tions and an associate pro- 
fessor at Prague’s Acade- 
my of Music and Dramai- 



Her Majesty Queen Noor on Sunday welcomes wives or Cabinet ministers and gov- 
ernment and Royal Court officials to an iftar she hosted at the Raghadan Palace 


ic Arts. 

Also Sunday, Queen 
Noor hosted an iftar at 
Raghadan Palace for the 


wives of Cabinet ministers, 
government and Royal 
Court officials as well as 
members of the Royal 


Family. Senator Leila 
Shuraf and Advisor to the 
Queen In’am Mufti attend- 
ed the iftar. 


Government pledges to expand 
base of food coupon beneficiaries 


By Sa’eda Kilani 

Special to ihe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The govern- 
ment on Sunday pledged to 
reconsider the food coupon 
system and, to expand the 
circle of its beneficiaries. 
Replying to complaints by 
Lower House of Parliament 
deputies. Minister of Sup- 
ply Munir Sobar said the 
government intends to form 
a special committee to 
study die complaints and 
reopen rhe door for fami- 
nes', . entitled to food 
coupons but denied it in 
the past, to regain their 
rights to the purchase of 
subsidised foodstuff. 

“There were some mis- 
takes (in the Ministry of 
Supply methods of deter- 
mining the exact number of 
beneficiaries), ” said Mr. 
Sobar. “Bui a committee 
will be formed to study the 
objections filed by citizens 
who believe themselves 
entitled to food coupons but 
were not listed in the gov- 
ernment's final list." 

The minister was replying 
to a complaint filed jointly 
by three deputies, Nazeeh 
Amarin, Tawfiq Kreisban 
and Jamil Hsboush who 
insisted on the need to 
reconsider the distribution 
of food coupons, highly 
criticised last year as being 
unfair. 

The criteria upon which 
the government based its 
list of beneficiary families 
on was the total monthly 
income of every family. 
The families who are enti- 
tled to food coupons are 
those whose income did not 
exceed JD500. 

Parliamentarians charged 
this government's method 


was not fair. 

“Why are we humiliating 
the people on purpose?" 
asked Dr. Amarin. “The 
former minister asked me 
once to give him a list of 
persons who are of interest 
to me so that he would 
make sure to extend to 
them the needed assis- 
tance.” 

“Should we accept such a 
measure?" Dr. Amarin 
asked. 

Islamic Action Front 
Deputy Abdul Aziz Jaber 
accused the Ministry of 
Supply of inflicting con- 
siderable harm on the peo- 
ple. 

“How can the minister 
conclude that every 
lawyer, doctor and engineer 
receives a salary above 
JD500 knowing that some 
doctors’ wages do not reach 
more than half of this 
amount?” asked Dr. Jaber. 

“And how can the minis- 
ter consider the wife's 
salary pan of the family’s 
income while the civil sta- 
tus law, based on the Islam- 
ic Sharia, excludes the wife 
from any financial respon- 
sibilities V he added. 

Another IAF deputy, Bas- 
sam Emoush, complained 
that prices of chicken were 
high and that the commodi- 
ty was lacking in the local 
market during especially 
Ramadan. 

“The prices of chicken 
are rising at a crazy rate," 
Dr. Emoush said. “It has 
become a dream for many 
Jordanian families to be 
able to taste again the 
flavour of white meal.” 

Prices of chicken are ris- 
ing due to low supply and 
high demand, selling at 
between 1.600 and 1,700 


fils per kilogramme. Many 
poultry fanners prefer to 
sell their poultry to small 
chicken shops rather than 
slaughterhouses to get bet- 
ter profit. 

The Minister of Supply 
said that the “chicken cri- 
sis" occurs regularly at this 
time of year but that the 
ministry will help solve it 
as quickly as possible. 

Mr. Sobar added that 
negotiations are going on 
with poultry farmers to fix 
the price of one kilo- 
gramme of chicken at 800 
fils . But, Mr. Sobar said, 
the farmers insist on raising 
the prices to compensate 
for the losses of last year 
when chikcen was sold at 
600 fils kilogramme per 
kilogramme. 

There is hope that the 
prices would be fixed at 
least until the end of 
Ramadan" the minister 
added. 

In a letter to Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Karim Kabariti. 
Elia Nuqul, president of the 
General Association for 
Food Traders, demanded 
that customs fees on 
imported frozen chicken be 
lowered to one per cent 
with a 20 per cent addition- 
al tax plus the slaughter- 
house and veterinary 
charges. He said these 
charges were fair and 
would protect the local pro- 
duction and maintain the 
benefits of local poultry 
farmers. Whenever there is 
a shortage, he said, 
importers would step in to 
import sufficient quantities 
to meet the local demand 
(see story on page 9). 
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WHAT'S GOING ON 

FILM 

• "Au Revoir Les Enfants," at the French Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

CONCERT 

* Musical performance by the Christian Youth Club at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre at 8:30 p.m. 

PLAY 

Ramadan Supermarket,” (in Arabic) at the Royal Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 

EXHIBITIONS 

4 Abstract (plastic) art by Mirvat Emile Wahhab at the Housing Bank Complex 
Gallery .(until March 5). 

‘Paintings by Jordanian and other Arab artists at Alia Art Caller)' (untial 
March 5) 

Engravings by French artists at the French Cultural Centre (until Feb. 29) 

Printmaking and paintings by Yasser Dweik at Darat Al Funun. 
Printmaking and paintings by Jordanian artist Yasser Dweik at Darat Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. Also displaying paintings and sculptures by contem- 
porary artists (until Feb. 18). 



Princess 

Basma 

■ • . rt. ■. -I. ■■;*■» » • • 

Visits 

southern 

villages 

TAFILEH (PETRA) — Her 
Royal Highness Princess 
Basma, Chairperson of the 
Queen Alia Fund for Social 
Development (QAF), Satur- 
day said the charity cam- 
paign,' which she has 
launched in Ramadan six 
years ago will continue. 

During a meeting in Jurf 
Al Darawish, Princess 
Basma thanked citizens and 
different instiiitions for 
their support and generousi- 

ty- 

The Princess, who also 
visited Irweim village in 
Tafileh region, said the 
charity campaign reflected 
the people's ture islamic 
belief and their sense of 
solidarity. 

It also rclfectcd the noble 
meanings of Ramadan 1 and 
the traditional Arab values, 
she said. 

Princess Basma donated 
JD 2,000 to Jurf Al 
Darawish charitable society 
and JD 500 to the village's 
school to enable the school 
administration to buy 
books and other education 
facilities. She also donated 
JD 2.00U to Irweim's 
women committee. 

Tafileh governor Ahmad 
Luwzi, who accompanied 
Princess Basma on her tour, 
said the unique support 
Princess Basma extends to 
the campaign reflects her 
compiles ion for the people. 
Other speakers praised 
princess Basina's efforts in 
the social and voluntary 
field. 

Director of the Tafileh 
chapter of QAF Mahmoud 
Mahasneh said the fund pro- 
vides a wide range of ser- 
vices in citizens in the gov- 
crnnraic, including maternal 
and child Iteaiih care, and 
income generating activi- 
ties. QAF grunted JD 
IKS.txju worth of loans 
aimed at easing unemploy- 
ment and reducing poverty. 
Since its inception six years 
ago. the charily campaign 
pi i iviilcd assistance to some 
35.(XK> needy lamilics. 


Defendants in two separate 
honour crimes get 3 months 


By Rana Husseini 

Special to the Jordan Time\ 

AMMAN — The Criminal 
Court Sunday handed down 
prison sentences of three 
years each to two men in 
separate cases of honour 
killings. 

In the first case, Ramzi 
AD., who was initially 
charged with the premedi- 
tated murder of his 20-year- 
old sister Lina, received a 
six-month sentence. But the 
term was reduced to three 
months because his family- 
dropped their charges 
against him. 

According to court docu- 
ments, Lina became preg- 
nant out of wedlock, and 
when her family noted her 
condition seven months 
later, they decided to kill 
her. 

On Sept. 24, the court 
said, Ramzi drove his sister 
from Marka to Ruseifeh 
and parked his car in a val- 


ley near a football field 
owned by the Jordan Phos- 
phate Mines Company. 

Ramzi asked his sister to 
descend from the car, then 
struck her on the head with 
a rock, drew a knife and 
slashed her throat and 
stomach, court documents 
said. 

In the second case, a 45- 
year-old man identified as 
Sami A., who was charged 
with the premeditated mur- 
der of his daughter, first 
received a six-month prison 
term which was also 
reduced to three months 
because the mother of the 
victim dropped charges 
against her husband. 

Court documents said that 
the victim, Muna, had had a 
relationship with her neigh- 
bour who promised to 
marry her. Muna, who was 
18-yeurs-old and lived in 
Arda town near the Jordan 
Valley, became pregnant. 

When Muna’s parents 


found out about her preg- 
nancy. the father confronted 
her. 

"At first, Muna denied 
having an affair with her 
neighbour, but when she 
confessed, her father lost 
his temper and tried to 
strangle her with her own 
scarf, but when that did not 
work, he stabbed her to 
death." the document said. 

In both the above cases 
the court amended the 
charges of premeditated 
murder to third degree mur- 
der because, it said, both 
defendants committed their 
crimes in a fit of fury to 
“cleanse their family hon- 
our." 

Meanwhile, Prosecutor 
General Khaiid Darwish 
told the Jordan Times Sun- 
day that a list of accusa- 
tions against Mohammad 
A., 43, detained in the 
shooting death of his two 
sisters, was forwarded to 
court and that a date for the 


trial will be announced 
soon. 

According to Mr. Dar- 
wish, Mohammad, who 
confessed to the double 
murder of his sisters 
Kifaya. 23. and Nadia. 32, 
shot and killed both women 
on Dec. 30, after he found a 
strange man in their house. 

Mohammad first shot his 
sister Nadia in the chest and 
went after Kifaya who 
.^mashed through the glass 
of the apartment window 
and jumped out, falling 
through an awning, of a 
shop below. Mr. Darwish 
said. 

"Mohammad appeared at 
the window and shot 
Kifaya live times then w ent 
back and shot his sister 
Nadia again in the head.” 
he added. 

Mr. Darwish said that the 
formal charge against 
Mohammad, who surren- 
dered the day following the 
crime, is manslaughter. 


Cairo talks on displaced persons 
to focus on sources of statistics 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
will participate in a two- 
day meeting in Cairo which 
is to focus on the most 
appropriated sources for 
statistics on “displaced" 
Palestinians, and will reaf- 
firm the right of these peo- 
ple to return to the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, 
according to delegation 
member Abdul Karim Abul 
Haija. 

Mr. Abul Haija, a senior 
official at the Palestinian 
Affairs Department of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
.said the .meeting will, be 
attended by representatives 
of Egypt, Jordam the Pales- 


tinian National Authority 
(PNA) and Israel. 

The four ponies will 
examine statistics provided 
by the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) and will decide 
on enlisting the help of 
other U.N. agencies, said 
Mr. Abul Haija. 

The U.N. has estimated 
the number of Palestinians 
displaced by the 1967 war 
with Israel at 350,000 while 
Israel puts the figure at 
200,000 and the PNA at 1.5 
million. 

, Delegations from the. four 
parties held a sixth round of 
talks on this subject in 


Haifa early last month fol- 
lowing previous sessions in 
Cairo, Amman, and Gaza. 

But the talks failed to 
reach a solution on the 
issue of how many dis- 
placed Palestinians have 
the right to return to their 
former homes . 

Mr Abul Haija said the 
delegates will try to agree 
on the most accurate 
sources of information on 
the number of displaced 
persons, adding that 
international research cen- 
tres in addition to the U.N. 
agencies could be consulted 
on ihe matter. 

One of the major points of 


disagreement between the 
Israeli and Arab sides has 
been the inclusion of the 
Palestinians who were liv- 
ing outside the West Bank 
and the Gaza Strip at the 
outbreak of the 1967 war 
and who were not able to 
return to their homes, 
according to Mr. Abul 
Haija. 

He said the Jordanian del- 
egation, which will be led 
by Jordanian Ambassador 
to Sudan Mohammad Sha- 
hankari, groups four mem- 
bers including himself. 


Tourism ministry signs $500,000 contract 
to study development of Petra region 



Minister of Tourism Saleh Irsheidat Sunday signs a contract with a local firm for a 
study on the development of the Petra region (Petra photo) 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Tourism Saleh 
Irsheidat Sunday signed a 
5500,000 contract with a 
local firm to conduct a 
study for the development 
of the Petra region as pan 
of the ministry’s tourism 
promotion objectives. 

According to Dr. Irshei- 
dac, the study should take 
six months to complete. 
He said the cost of the 
study will be paid from a 
Japanese government 
grant to Jordan managed 
by Arab Bank, Ltd. 

The three-phase study, 
he said, is aimed at creat- 
ing better and more attrac- 
tive tourist area in Petra 
and contributing to the 
development of the rural 
and urban regions sur- 
rounding the ancient city. 
It will also seek to identi- 
fiy the major obstacles 
impeding the development 
of the tourism industry in 
that area. Dr. Irsheidat 
said. 

According to the con- 
tract ihe first phase of the 
study covers drawing up 
general broadlines for the 
development of the Petra 
region. 

The second, he said, 
includes preparing urban 
development designs and 
plans to include land use 
and schemes for Wadi 
Musa, Taybeh. and Um 


Suyhoun in addition to a 
Taybeh -Wadi Mousa road, 
a Wadi Mousa - Um Say- 
houn road. Dr. Irsheidat 
said the third phase entails 
project design prepara- 


tions which will lake prior- 
ity in implementation and 
terms of reference for 
future phases of the pro- 
jeel.He said the important 
area to conic under study 


covers 300 square kilome- 
tres. adding that the firm 
which will carry out the 
project will take into 
account environmental 
considerations. 


‘Health ministry plans to establish 
new mental health care facility 5 


AMMAN (Petra) — With 
only one in-patient facility 
dedicated to providing 
menial health care services 
and recognising ihe need 
for additional facilities, ihe 
Ministry of Health is plan- 
ning to establish a 100-bed 
mental health hospital in 
Irbid sometime this year. 


According to Jala! Qar- 
den, the director general of 
National Mental Health 
Centre (NMHC) in Fuheis. 
Jordan could use several 
more such hospital*. 

He said the Fuheis centre, 
established in 1967, when 
the country's population 
was about half it is today, is 
unable to accommodate the 


numbers of mental health 
patients requiring hospitali- 
sation. 

He said plans and designs 
for the Irbid hospital are 
ready and he hopes that 
work on the project will 
stan during 1996. 

According to Dr. Qanlen. 
the 414-hed facility in 
Fuheis is already supported 


by 31 clinics around the 
country which offer pre- 
liminary psychiatric treat- 
ment as well as treatment 
for epileptic patients. 
Those psychiatric patients 
requiring more advance 
treatment are transferred to 
the NMHC, said Dr. Qar- 
den. 




News 



protesters leave 


square; relatives anxious 


GROZNY, Russia (R) — 
Russian soldiers swept the 
central square of the - 
Chechen capita) Grozny for 
mines and bombs Sunday 
after pro-independence 
demonstrators pulled out, 
ending a tense week-long 
stand-off. 

Eyewitnesses said the 
Russian army sent bomb 
and munitions experts into 
the devastated presidential 
palace to check for mines 
and booby-traps left by 
guerrillas who may have 
infiltrated the crowds over 
the past week. 

A few camp-fires burned 
on the central square 
Sunday but, apart from 
Russian soldiers, it was oth- 
erwise deserted after 
demonstrators were taken 
away in buses Saturday. 

Many relatives of demon- 
strators arrived at the scene 
Sunday however, complain- 
ing that their loved ones had 
not returned home and loud- 
ly .demanding to know 
where they were. 

Demonstrators rallied on 
the square throughout the 
week calling for the with- 
drawal of Russian forces 
from the southern territory 
and the resignation of Doku 
Zavgayev’s pro-Moscow 
government. 

Local police said the 


demonstrators had left in 
dozens of buses after reach- 
ing what Mr. Zavgayev 
described as a compromise. 

There were no details of 
what this compromise 
might have been. But inde- 
pendent NTV television’s 
reporter said the demonstra- 
tors were persuaded to leave 
after a shooting incident in 
which six people were 
killed and 15 injured. 

Other journalists at the 
scene said they may have 
been influenced by Russian 
soldiers who had shown 
them an official order for a 
Russian detachment to be 
withdrawn from the Shatoi 
region south of Grozny. 

“All the demonstrators 
have gone home now by 
bus," said local policeman 
Akhmed Chokayev. 

But many anxious rela- 
tives began arriving near the 
square Sunday complaining 
their kin bad not arrived 
home. 

Ibragima 43, said 

she had waited at home for 
the arrival of two women 
family members who had 
not shown up. “They say 
they left for home last night 
If that is so, why have they 
not yet come home?”, said 
Halim a. 

Another woman, Roza 
Abdurakhmonova, said her 


daughter who had been tak- 
ing part in the rally had also 
not come home. “I’m sure 
they have taken her and are 
holding her as a hostage.” 

The demonstrators, 
enclosed by a tight circle of 
troops and local police, 
began their protest outride 
Grozny’s shattered Presi- 
dential Palace on Feb. 4 
and, for a whole week, 
defied Russian army calls 
on them to disperse. 

Mr. Zavgayev, quoted by 
ITAR-TASS news agency, 
said his governments “con- 
structive position” and the 
participation of two of his 
deputy prime ministers in 
talks had brought about a 
peaceful solution. 

Russian television’s corre- 
spondent quoted protesters, 
who numbered about 500 
Saturday compared with the 
thousands took part in the 
rally earlier in the week, as 
saying several shells were 
fired at them overnight. 

TASS said no one was 
hurt in two clashes Saturday 
between police and protest- 
ers. An explosion of unex- 
plained origin killed one 
Russian serviceman and 
two civilians Friday. 

Authorities at a Grozny 
hospital said that two 
women and a man, some of 
19 people brought in with 


gunshot wounds in the pre- 
vious 4$ hours, had died 
Sunday morning. 

A 33-year-old woman, 
Saida, said she bad been 
passing by the rally when an 
explosion nearby had 
knocked her unconscious. 
Just as she recovered, two 
stray bullets from an ex- 
change of fire hit her in the 
legs, she said. 

Russian television, in 
footage shot before the 
protest finally broke up, 
showed some demonstrators 
shouting, stamping poles on 
the ground and jabbing the 
air with their fists to vent 
their fury at the continued 
presence of Russian troops 
in their southern mountain- 


ous region. 

In Moscow, President 
Boris Yeltsin, whose chan- 
ces of re-election in June 
will be dimmed without a 
Chechenya peace settle- 
ment, has told Prime 
Minister Viktor Cherno- 
myrdin to form a commis- 
sion on Chechenya this 
week. 

Tens of thousands of peo- 
ple have been killed, 
wounded or displaced since 
Russia sent troops into 
Chechenya more than a year 
ago to end its drive for inde- 
pendence. 


Death toll rises to 6 in Jakarta floods 


JAKARTA (AFP) — At 
least six people died in 
severe flooding which 
swept through Jakarta fol- 
lowing heavy monsoonal 
rain, authorities were quot- 
ed as saying by the Antara 
News Agency late Sunday. 

“The latest reports indi- 
cate that six residents of 
Jakarta have died,” Jakarta 
Deputy Governor R.S. 
Museno said. 

He identified five of the 
dead as: Fajar Ambaro, .11, 
Hussein 'Bin Olarii, 17, 
Saijah, 40, Rohimin, 20 and 
Martingah, 70. 

The sixth victim, 25 year 
old Sri Wayatun (tied from 
an electric shock when an 
electricity cable fell into 
flood waters near him. 

The death toll could rise 
as an official at the West 
Jakarta Hood Control Post 
early Sunday said four peo- 
ple died in the floods, 
although it was not immedi- 
ately clear if these were fur- 
ther victims or included in 
the six named by the gover- 
nor. 

Authorities were late 
Sunday distributing boxes 
of noodles, water and rice to 
families in the flood struck 
areas, Mr. Museno said. 

Workers from the state 
telephone company P.T. 
Telekomunikasi Indonesia 
were working to restore 
some of the some 75,000 
telephone lines that were 
cut in the rising waters. 

The floods inundated 
parts of the city that are Dot 
normally flood prone. Irian 
Thamrin, one of Jakarta’s 
main roads, and the 
National Monument 
Square, was covered by 60 
centimetres (24 inches) of 
water. 

Thousands of people fled 
their homes and spent the 
night at the homes of rela- 
tives or friends as the water 
receded slowly in the worst- 



A mother carries her child while another woman holds 
a basket on her head as they wade through floodwaters 
in central Jakarta Sunday. Flooding In the capital from 
heavy rains Friday and Saturday has killed at least six 
people as well as caused chaos in the Indonesian capital 
(Reuter photo) 


hit areas. 

“I spent the night in my 
car because we had 50 cen- 
timetres of water in our 
house. But we were the 
lucky ones, other neigh- 
bours had two metres of 
water,” said a resident of 
Bendungan HUir, a Jakarta 
suburb near the swollen 
Malang River. 

Thousands more of the 
population, who are coming 
to the end of the Ramadan 
Muslim fasting month, were 
without power and tele- 
phones. . 

Heavy rain caused power 
cuts which left traffic lights 
out of order and caused 
huged tailbacks on major 
roads. Some people aban- 


doned their cars and sat 
under bus shelters waiting 
for the jams to clear. 

Garuda Indonesia Airline 
said 45 domestic and 
regional flights weTe 
delayed because passengers 
and crew were held up in 
the traffic jams, the Jakarta 
Post reported. 

No international flights 
were affected, but incoming 
passengers took up to four 
hours to reach central 
Jakarta Saturday night. 

It is the second time in 
four weeks that Jakarta has 
been hit by severe floods. 
Last month six people were 
killed and thousands again 
forced onto the streets after 
flash floods. 


Philippines seizes suspected pirate ship 


MANILA (R) — The Philippine Navy 
Saturday seized a suspected Chinese pirate 
ship and its 20 crewmen after they tried to 
ram a navy boat in a gunbarde northwest of 
Manila, officials said Sunday. 

There were no casualties in the second sea 
clash in three weeks between the Philippine 
Navy and suspected Chinese vessels off the 
Subic Bay Free Port, an area notorious for 
pirates. 

“Definitely this is a foreign ship, possibly 
Chinese. The crew looks like Chinese," 
Navy Chief Vice-Admiral Pio Carranza told 
reporters. Their £D cards don’t match their 
ages or their faces. This is a suspected 
pirate ship.** 

Two navy patrol'ships and a gunboat 
engaged the intruding vessel,- driving it 
back to land with a heavy barrage of gunfire 
when it tried to flee to the high seas, Adm. 
Carranza said. 

Captain Ernesto De Leon, who command- 
ed the navy force, personally briefed 
President Fidel Ramos on the incident, 
underlining the importance Manila was 
attaching to the incident. 

Mr. Ramos abruptly ended the briefing 
after Capt. De Leon said his crew seized 


many documents aboard, including a sea- 
man’s book bearing the “red star”. 

“You continue the investigation,” Mr. 
Ramos said, cutting short' the officer’s 


account. 

In the first incident on Jan. 22, a 
Philippine Navy craft and a suspected 
Chinese vessel exchanged shots in a 90- 
minure encounter that ended when the 
Philippine boat ran out of fuel. 

The navy later said it believed the foreign 
vessel had sunk. Its identity has not been 
clearly established but the navy later said it 
was probably a Chinese pirate boat. China 
denied its ships were involved in that inci- 
dent. 

Saturday's dash erupted after the foreign 
vessel ignored warnings from a navy boat. 
It later tried to ram the navy boat and 
opened fire on it. Capi De Leon told 
President Ramos. 

‘They were using rifles, AK-47s most 
likely, sir,” he said. 

The navy would not say if arms were 
found aboard the ship but Adm. Carranza 
said its crew were seen throwing items 
overboard before they were captured. 


India willing 
to talk 


to former 
Kashmiri 
militants 


NEW DELHI (R) — The 
Indian government said 
Sunday that it was prepared 
■ ter hold talks with former 
Kashmiri guerrillas to try 
•. to end a six-year uprising 
against Indian rule in 
Kashmir. 

“We are prepared to dis- 
cuss this,” Home (Interior) 
Secretary K. Padmanabha- 
iah told Reuters. 

He was responding to a 
surprise offer Thursday by 
four former militants who 
had been released from jail, 
to hold direct talks with 
New Delhi without the par- 
ticipation of Pakistan. 

The all parties Hurriyat 
(Freedom) Conference, 
representing more than 30 
leading separatist groups in 
the Kashmir Valley, quick- 
ly denounced the- former 
guerrillas as Indian agents. 

The Hurriyat suffered 
another setback at the 
weekend when Master Ah- 
san Dar, a founder of the 
bardline, pro-Pakistan 
Hizb-Ul-Mujahideen group 
who is now in an Indian 
jail, supported the offer to 
hold negotiations with the 
government. 

“This new initiative is a 
welcome step," Mr. Dar 
said in a statement from jail 
and distributed to newspa- 
pers. “The hope which we 
had from the movement, 
for which we shed our 
blood, remained only a 
hope and did not become a 
reality.” 

Police and hospital offi- 
cials estimate more than 
20,000 people have died 
since the uprising erupted 
in 1990 in India’s only 
Muslim-majority state. 

India accuses Pakistan, 
which controls one third of 
Kashmir, of arming and 
training guerrillas. Islama- 
bad says it provides only 
moral and diplomatic sup- 
port. 

The Hunriyat has insisted 
on tripartite talks involving 
its representatives along 
with Indian and Pakistani 
officials. 

But the four former mili- 
tants, who had been in the 
Tanks of the Hizb-UI- 
Mujahideen, Muslim Jao- 
baz Force, Muslim Mujahi- 
deen and Al-Barq guerrilla 
groups, said they were 
ready to leave out Pakistan, 
at least initially. 

“Each of the four militant 
leaders has a strong base in 
the underground movement 
and as sjch their action 
marks a major turning 
point." (he Sunday Obser- 
ver newspaper said. 
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Opposition activists cheer after they torch a branch of a local bank in Dhaka during 
battles with police. Nearly 70 people were injured in the battles (Reuter photo) 


Top police officer killed 40 people 


injured in Bangladesh violence 


DHAKA (R) — A senior police officer was 
shot dead and at least 40 people were 
injured Sunday in continuing riots ahead of 
Bangladesh parliamentary elections next 
Thursday, police and witnesses said. 

They said Assistant Commissioner Bashir 
All was hit by several bullets during battles 
betwen police and opposition activists in 
Chittagong Port City. He died later In hos- 
pital. 

At least 40 people were hurt by bombs 
thrown by the activists and teargas and 
batons used by police, witnesses said. 

Police said 12 people, including three 
policemen, had been killed and about 350 
wounded in Bangladesh election violence 
since Feb. L 

All major opposition parties are boy- 
cotting the election, saying they knew it 
would be rigged to ensure victory for Prime 
Minister Begum Khaleda Zia’s party. 

Main opposition leader Sheikh Hasina 
said Sunday she already knew the results of 
Feb, 15 elections and urged foreign govern- 
ments not to accept them. 

“The results of the vote are known. 59 out 
of 300 candidates of the ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) have won unop- 
posed. A list made in advance of other suc- 
cessful candidates is with the prime minis- 
ter” she told Reuters. 

All major opposition parties, including 
Mrs. Hasina’s Aw ami League and its allies 
the Jatiya Party and Jamaat-E-lslami, are 
boycotting the elections. 

“i would appeal to all democracy-loving 
people including the foreign governments, 
not to accept the election — which is not an 


election at all,” Mrs. Hasina said. 

“No election under it can be free and fair ” 
she said. “That’s why we decided to boycott 
the polls although we have mass support* 7 

Mrs. Hasina made the outburst as Mrs. 
Khaleda was visiting northern district of 
Sirajganj for campaigning, defying an 
opposition-called one-day strike. 

“She is trying to perpetuate her 
power...has no respect for people's seniti- 
ments,” Mrs. Hasina said. 

Mrs. Khaleda told an election rally in die 
northern city of Rajsbahi Saturday that 
‘‘there’s no force on earth to stop the elec- 
tions." she warned that those trying to dis- 
rupt the vote would be brought to justice. - 

Opposition parties alleged that Mrs. 
Khaleda’s government rigged a 1994 parlia- 
mentary by-election which made them 
believe that future polls will also be tam- 
pered with. 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 1991 in what 
were billed as Bangladesh's first free polls, 
has rejected the charge, and refused to 
accept opposition demands that she step 
down, 

Mrs. Khaleda's BNP is the only major 
party in the election along with a host of 
mostly obscure parties. “Everyone knows 
they are holding a one-party election. This 
is jnst a farce,” Mrs. Hasina said. 

She said her party’s aim was to restore 
democracy and human rights in 
. Bangladesh, which she said had been gross- 
ly violated since her father sheikh Mujibur 
Rahman, the country’s independence leader 
was killed in a 1975 military coup. 


N. Korea denies facing mass defection 


TOKYO (R) — North Korea Sunday crit- 
icised what it stud was the South’s move to 
prepare for a mass defection from across 
the border, saying such reports of an exodus 
were “groundless”. , 

“The Kim Young-Sam group of South 
Korea, through the puppet Red Cross and 
'govemment’-serving media, are ground- 
lessly alleging that ‘mass defection’ is 
expected from people in the North ” said a 
statement by a spokesman for the Central 
Committee of the North Korean Red Cross 
Society. 

“Our people are devotedly working hard 
to defend and further develop their social- 
ism centred on the popular masses, with 
great national pride of having respected 
General Kim Jong-11, a peerless great man 
and the lodestar of national reunification, as 
their great leader,” said the statement car- 


ried on the official Korean Central News 
Agency (KCNA). 

KCNA is monitored in Tokyo. 

A North Korean diplomat and his wife 
arrived in Seoul last month after they 
sought asylum at the South Korean 
embassy in Lusaka. 

Another North Korean official, who was 
once assigned to the North Korean embassy 
in Zambia, also arrived in Seoul in January. 

More than 40 North Korean loggers have 
defected to the South since the 1950-53 
Korean War, according to Seoul govern- 
ment figures. 

South Korea has said it will continue to 
accept defecting North Koreans on human- 
itarian grounds. 

North Korea has been reported to be on 
the brink of famine by the World Food 
Programme. 


Keating scores narrow win 
in Australia election debate 


CANBERRA (R) — 

Australian Prime Minister 
Paul Keating, fighting for 
the life of his 13-year-old 
Labour government, nar- 
rowly defeated his conserv- 
ative opposition rival in a 
televised debate Sunday. 

But political analysts said 
Mr. Keating had failed to 
score the decisive victory 
that his flagging campaign 
needed ahead of the March 
2 general election. 

Mr. Keating, unable to 
peg back opposition leader 
John Howard's strong lead 
in the opinion polls, 
appealed to voters not to 
turn their backs on his gov- 
ernment’s economic 
reforms and its push into the 
dynamic economies of Asia. 

“If people believe they 
can (g?ve) three years to the 
opposition, to a party trying 
to copy-cat the government, 
to adopt the government’s 
policies ... I assure them 
that the fire will go out,” 
Mr. Keating said in the live, 
hour-long debate. 

“What's kept Australia 
changing in this decade is a 
government prepared to 
take the hard decisions and 
to moke a change." 

A poll of tire specially- 
selected audience who 
watched the television 
debate gave Mr. Keating 51 


per cent against Mr. 
Howard’s 49 per cenL 

Labour Party strategists 
had been looking to the 
debate to turn Mr. Keating’s 
campaign around. 

“There was no killer 
punch," television political 
commentator Paul Lynham 
said. 

“I don’t think Howard has 
come away from this 
tonight significantly down 
in his standing in the com- 
munity. I don’t think 
Keating has done himself an 
enormous amount of good.” 

Mr. Howard, seizing on 
Labour’s long period in 
office, said: “This present 
government has now been 
in power 13 years and it’s 
developed all the signs of 
arrogance, of being out of 
touch, of taking people for 
granted." 

Earlier Sunday, Mr. 
Keating gave details of how 
he would fond Australian 
dollars 3.5 billion ($2.6 bil- 
lion) of Labour’s election 
promises by announcing a 
tax crackdown on very 
wealthy Australians and 
other revenue and savings 
measures. 

Announcing the tax crack- 
down, Mr. Keating said his' 
government was the first 
major political party in 
Australian history to go ro 


the polls with an offer to 
strengthen the budget 
instead of unmitigated 
pork-barrelling, or vote- 
buying. 

“This must be the first 
election in Australian feder- 
al history where the govern- 
ment's actually strength- 
ened die budget during the 
course of the election cam- 
paign,” he told reporters. 

Mr. Keating has promised 
everything from more free 
health insurance to a new 
ferry for the island state of 
Tasmania — in his quest for 
a record sixth consecutive 
Labour victory. 

He said his assault on tax 
avoiders and other revenue 
measures would more than 
pay for his plans. 

Mr. Howard has pledged 
to explain this week how he 
will pay for his election 
promises, also worth bil- 
lions of dollars. 

His opposition coalition 
of the conservative Liberal 
and National Parties leads 
the government by about 
nine percentage points in 
the main public opinion 
polls. 

Mr. Keating and Mr. 
Howard, who have each 
spent about 25 years in par- 
liament, said in the debate 
they would quit politics if 
they lose on March 2. 


LONDON (AFPj^Tfc 
Princess of Wales has inwfr 
her agreement td a divorce 
from the heir to the British 

throne conditional on b ring 

allowed to keep her tide of 
Royal Highness, the’ Sun- 
day Times repeated here. 
The paper, quoting govern- 
ment sources, said this was 
just one of the questions 
related to her status which 
Princess Diana wanted set- 
tled before her lawyers 
began negotiations with 
Prince Chaiies’s represen- 
tatives. Others included a 
guarantee that she would 
be invited to stale functions 
attended by her two sons, 
Prince William and Prince 
Harry, and that she would 
be allowed an office in 
Buckingham Palace and 
continue to live at Kensing- 
ton Palace. The paper said 
that Buckingham Palace 
wanted the divorce ques- 
tion settled before the 70th 
birthday of Queen Eliza- 
beth II in April to avoid 
condoned press specula- 
tion about her son and 
daughter-in-law marring 
the occasion. In another 
incident involving the 
palace and the media, the 
Sunday Times reported that 
a planned independent tele- 
vision series on the royal 
art collections at Bucking- 
ham Palace and Windsor 
Castle had been scrapped 
because the two sides could 
not agree on the contents of 
the programme. 
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Scientist invents 
rabbit-powered 
mower 


tS. Rus 


CANBERRA (R) — An 
Australian scientist has 
designed the ultimate envi- 
ronment-friendly way to 
cut grass — a rabbit-pow- 
ered lawn-mower. The 
Australian National Uni- 
versity's Nigel Wace said 
that the prototype mower, 
called a Rolling Rabbit 
Run, was-powered by two 
large male. rabbits. Flotsam 
and Jetsam. The silent, 
self-fbelling mower is a 
six-metie-long (20- fit-long)^ .7 .’.'I. 

cylindrical cage built from i ‘ " 
recycled bicycle wheels 
and large-gauge wire net- 
ting, all salvaged from a 
nearby dump. Flotsam and 
Jetsam have been taught to 
roll the cage to find new 
pastures offer nibbling the 
grass beneath them, fertil- 
ising as they go, Mr. Wace 
said. “It is admittedly quite 
slow but the speed does 
depend on how hungry 
they are,” be told Reuters. -Jt 
Within the cage the rabbits -h J,- pj 
have a hutch made from a ” ‘ ~ r - N 

bucket to give them shelter 
from the elements. The 
university’s anim al ethics 
committee has approved 
the rolling cage and is 
monitoring the health and 
well-being of the rabbits 
who have been made visit- 
ing fellows of the universi- 
ty- 
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Michael Jackson 
mobbed by 
brazilian fans 
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SALVADOR, Brazil (R) — 

Pop superstar Michael 
Jackson took a tumble 
Saturday when thousands 
of fans heaved against 
police lines to catch a 
glimpse of their hero dar- 
ing the filming of a video 
that officials tried in vain to 
ban. The 
Salvador's historic 
of Pelourinho, once a hive ^ 
of prostitution, as the back- $ * l — 
drop for Jackson’s latest . r .'J r ‘ K 
video excited legions of — 
fans who pressed against a J >o p r 
four-deep cordon. During J* tij.' " ’’ 
filming in a narrow street a ^ 


tried in vain to 
selection of jjjw 
listoric district H paJ] 


s is 


to' 


•«* u ucuiv/w — ft. 

woman burst through the ^ . 
cordon, enveloping Jack- >!. anu-j. 
son in a tight hug. As two .1 the 


police officers straggled to % v 




tne 



- ••'‘-S' 

was the others who^'? T, -s%o i 
knocked him down. I felt ^ 
an urge to do it,” chamber- jW 
maid Solange Xavier Dos* ^ ■ ll} 

Santos said to reporters..* of 
Despite bids to ban * r ‘ 

shoot, U.S. - film director^ Ti . y p ^ti 
Spike Lee set eameras% ‘ ^ * *■ 

rolling just after dawnV^th^^ l *-e 
Saturday on 200 drummers ILJ 11 *- d 
from oercussion band 


irom percussion uana s p 
Olodum as they swayed by j ;.' d K'- 
the heavy beat of Salva^ jurist vtiJS* 
dor’s “samba-reggae" fflu-fy 0 iiti Pr - 
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Soulh Korean elders chant anti -Japan slogans in a Seoul park Sunday, while waving Korean national flags after 
Japan's claim to disputed islands in the Sea of Japan spark patrotic fury in Seoul (Reuter photo) 
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TOKYO (R.» — Japanese rescue workers failed Sunday to 
dynamite a giant boulder off a collapsed road tunnel in 
which 2d people were entombed in two vehicles and hope 
bad virtually run out of finding the motorists alive. 

The blasting operation was a last-ditch gamble to reach 
the victims — 19 in a bus and a lone motorist — who have 
been trapped since Saturday morning in the tunnel on 
Japan's northernmost island of Hokkaido. 

Relatives gave permission for the blasting operation after 
round-the-clock efforts in light snow to reach the vehicles 
from either side u’ere thwarted by tonnes of fallen rock and 
soil. 

The tragedy happened when a giant tear-shaped rock slab 
slid off the side of a mountain overlooking the tunnel and 
speared into its roof, opening a breach through which 
poured dozens of tonnes of debris at about S a.m. on 
Saturday (2300 GMT Friday). 

Rescue workers hoped char if the giant boulder could 
have been blasted off the roof they might have been able to 
teach the motorists from the tunnel roof. 

Workers, only able to see the scene through special scan- 
ning equipment poked through debris, said the front and 
back of the bus were crushed and there were no sounds or 
signs of movement. 

They were able to see the bus driver’s hat and one hand 
but calls to him went unanswered. 

“We are Worried time has probably run out now for the 
people inside,” one rescue official said. 

When the rock slab fell, a 40-metre stretch of the ceiling 
crashed down-'from just inside one of the entrances of the 
1,086 metre Jong Toyohama Tunnel about 50 kilometres 
northwest of Hokkaido’s capital city of Sapporo. 

The rupture started before the tunnel burrows into the 
mountain through which it passes on a highway running 


along the Sea of Japan coast between the towns of Yoichi 
and Furubira. 

Rescue workers estimate the 60 metre high and 40 metre 
wide slab of rock that was responsible for the breach 
weighs about 50 tonnes. 

Geology experts said landslides were a constant hazard on 
Hokkaido, an island regularly shaked by earthquakes and 
bkmketed by snow for up to six months of the year. 

They said earth tremors first opened small cracks in rocks 
which were widened by ice forming in them from the con- 
stant snow leading to regular massive rock falls. 

A police spokesman said all family members of the vic- 
tims gave their consent to the blasting operation and were 
aware it could have caused a new collapse which would 
have made the plight of their loved ones even more desper- 
ate. 

However most relatives already appeared steeled for bad 
news even before the dynamiting was carried out. 

“The bus is crushed, and 1 doubt if my daughter is still 
alive. I just want them to hurry up with the work,” the father 
of a 17-year-old girl on the bus told television stations. 

“My son appears to be trapped in the back of the bus 
between some rocks, and he could still be alive. But. if 1 
don’t give my consent work won’t progress.” another father 
said. 

Rescue workers planted a total of 220 kilogrammes of 
dynamite at 21 points in the slab but when they were deto- 
nated. the massive boulder only slid about a foot off the tun- 
nel roof leaving most of it still on top. 

“We did not achieve our aim of removing the boulder 
because we cut the amount of dynamite for safety reasons,” 
rescue' official Makoto Nfiyama said. 

He did not nile but further blasting operations, but not 
until Monday at the earliest, to remove the slab. 
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HELSINKI (R) — The 
United States and Russia 
have laid the foundations of 
a relationship which they 
hope will provide stability 
in the foreign arena in a 
year when both face presi- 
dential elections. 

U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and 
new Russian Foreign Minis- 
ter Yevgeny Primakov, as 
expected, made no signifi- 
cant breakthroughs at more 
than six hours of talks in the 
Finnish capital Friday and 
Saturday. 

But the talks went some 
way to reassure Mr. Christo- 
pher that be can work with 
Mr Primakov, a conserva- 
tive whose appointment on 
Ian. 9 alarmed some U.S. 
officials, and provided guar- 
antees that Mr. Yeltsin will 
persevere with reforms. 

For his part, Mr. Primakov 
made no big concessions 
and declared that he and Mr. 
Christopher must be equal 
partners — words intended 
to appease Russian opposi- 
tion leaders and members of 
parliament who are deman- 
ding a more assertive for- 
eign policy. 


“This marks the beginning 
of a new and practical set of 
working relationships bet- 
ween Foreign Minister Yev- 
geny Primakov and my- 
self,” Mr. Christopher told 
reporters before flying 
home. 

“The commitment to de- 
mocracy fin Russia) seems 
to be a deep one and an 
enduring one.” 

U.S. officials said the two 
sides would step up consul- 
tations, particularly on re- 
gional issues, to ensure 
there were no unwelcome 
“surprises” in their relation- 
ship. 

Tirey remained far apart 
on NATO’s plans to expand 
to incorporate countries of 
Eastern and Central Europe, 
moves which Moscow says 
would threaten its security. 

But Mr. Primakov said he 
hoped a solution to the 
problem could be found and 
U.S. officials said the talks 
were “conciliatory"- 

Both sides supported 
quick ratification of the 
START-2 strategic arms 
reduction treaty and broadly 
agreed on nuclear security 
issues, the theme of an 


eight-nation summit in 
Moscow in April which 
U.S. President Bill Clinton 
will attend. 

Mr. Primakov sought to 
reassure Mr. Christopher 
that a deal to transfer nuc- 
lear technology to Iran 
would not help Tehran build 
atomic weapons and said 
Russia would support con- 
tinued sanctions on Iraq, 
despite a reported oil deal 
with Baghdad. 

“We have differences, but 
all this must be done 
(resolved) without con- 
frontation. That would be 
extremely dangerous for our 
mutual relations and also 
for the whole world," Mr. 
Primakov said. 

In a gesture to his domes- 
tic audience, he added: “We 
agreed that our relationship 
will be on a basis of com- 
plete equality.” 

His remarks were intend- 
ed to demonstrate that he 
will defend Russia's inter- 
ests staunchly and make 
sure its voice is heard in 
world diplomacy. His pre-; 
decessor, Andrei Kozyrev, 
was accused by Russian 
conservatives and some lib- 


erals of failing to do either. 

Mr. Christopher and Mr. 
Primakov are expected to 
meet again in Moscow in 
the second half of March. 

Their talks have made 
clear that Moscow and 
Washington are ready to 
agree to differ on the most 
difficult issues for the time 
being, partly to be able to 
concentrate on domestic 
issues before this year’s 
presidential elections. 

Russian President Boris 
Yeltsin, whose term expires 
in June, has not yet said if 
he will seek re-election but 
is expected to announce his 
intentions this week. He can 
ill afford to let major inter- 
national problems add to his 
difficulties at home. 

His popularity has sunk 
since he sent troops to 
Chechenya 14 months ago 
to try to quell an indepen- 
dence drive and Decem- 
ber's parliamentary election 
signalled a Communist re- 
surgence and widespread 
disenchantment with hard- 
ships suffered under 
reforms. 




Japan’s island claim sparks patriotic fury in Seoul 
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Seoul (R) — South Korea whipped 
itself into a nationalistic fervour 
Sunday as citizens' groups took to the 
streets to protest against renewed 
Japanese claims to two disputed 
islands. 

Protesters held anti-Japanese rallies 
in Seoul, burning the Japanese flag 
along with an effigy of Japanese 
Foreign Minister Yukihiko lkeda. 

The protests came one day after 
President Kim Young- Sam cancelled a 
meeting with Tokyo legislators and 
threatened to scrap a summit with 
Japanese Prime Minister Ryu taro 
Hashimoto, 

All major newspapers carried pic- 
tures of die Korean national flag flut- 
tering over the Tokdo Islands, barren 
outcrops of rock in the Sea of Japan 
with no more than a handful of perma- 
nent residents. 

Mr. Ikeda sparked Korean outrage 
last week by lodging a diplomatic 
protest against work begun by South 
Korea to improve a wharf on the 
islands. He again asserted Tokyo s 


sovereignty over the specks of land 
midway between Japan and South 
Korea. 

About 300 protesters gathered in a 
Seoul park to vent their anger against 
Korea's former colonial master. In a 
written statement, the chairman of the 
Association of Korea Christian 
Church Youth, one of protest organis- 
ers, said: “It is insane and unreason- 
able for Japan to protest our construc- 
tion of a wharf”. 

Park Chan-Sung said Japan's actions 
were a "second anempt to invade our 
country. Japan should fin: those who 
made remarks on Tokdo Island and 
apologise”. 

Another protest leader. Lee Due- 
Young of the Citizens’ Coalition for 
Economic Justice, said: “Japan’s claim 
to Tokdo is a blasphemy to our history 
and people”. 

On Saturday a spokesman for 
President Kim branded Tokyo’s claim 
to the islands “preposterous” and 
“intolerable” and said Japan was again 
"glorifying its past crimes". 


The hardline official response, just 
two months before general elections, 
plays well with a Korean public that is 
ultra-sensative about Tokyo’s brutal 
35-year colonisation of the Korean 
peninsula that ended in 1945. 

Even opposition parties have joined 
Mr. Kim’s ruling New Korea Party in 
taking up an issue loaded with patriot- 
ic symbolism. Both sides have con- 
demned Tokyo’s stand. 

Japan has claimed the islands, which 
it calls Takeshima. since 1905 when it 
signed an agreement with Korea that 
paved the way for colonisation. Seoul 
has stationed security police on the 
islands since 1954. 

Conflicting media re pons put the 
civilian population at between one and 
four, and some repons saying the only 
permanent residents are a man and his 
wife. 

Tire Korean Foreign Ministry could 
give no details and security officials 
contacted on the island declined all 
comment. 
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Indian, Pakist an i troops trade 


gunfire on Kashmir border 


JAMMU. India (AFP)— A 
official spokesman Sunday 
denied a charge by Pakistan 
that Indian troops had 
begun the firing on military 
posts on the Kashmir border 
overnight Saturday which 
ended 12 days of calm. 

“Pakistan has again tried 
to mount tension on the bor- 
der after a lull of 12 days by 
firing at Chamliyal Post, 
some 45 kilometres south- 
west of this state winter 
capital in Sambah sector 
since yesterday,” a Kashmir 
government spokesman 
said. 

“Indian Border Security 
Forces also returned the 
fire,” he said, “it has be- 
come routine for Pakistani 
troops to adopt such tactics 


to give cover to militants 
and mercenaries attempting 
to slip into India.” 

Pakistani troops started 
the “unprovoked firing" late 
Saturday and it continued 
past midnight, the officials 
said. 

A spokesman for India’s 
Border Security Force said 
the Pakistani gunfire invol- 
ved medium and light 
machine guns, “the Pakista- 
nis began firing from two 
border posts (Saturday),” 
the spokesman said. 

“The firing went on for 
almost three hours ... They 
used mainly medium 
weapons. More than 30,000 
rounds were fired by them.” 
A villager was injured in 
the firing and hospitalised. 


officials said. 

Meanwhile, a Pakistani 
spokesman in Islamabad 
confirmed the incident but 
said the tension was caused 
by Indian Border Guards 
who started firing first. He 
denied Indian allegations 
that Pakistani forces gave 
cover to militants. 

Officials said Chamliyal, 
the scene of the firing, was a 
holy site for both Hindus 
and Muslims who gather 
there every June to artend a 
fair, dedicated to a Hindu 
mendicant who lived about 


two centuries ago. 

The soil of the area is 
believed to have healing 
powers. Several thousand 
devotees rub it on their 
skins during the fair. The 


soil is also transported 
across the border to 
Pakistan. 

New Delhi accuses 
Islamabad of arming and 
training Muslim militants 
fighting to end Indian rule 
over Kashmir, where a bit- 
ter separatist campaign has 
left more than 12,000 peo- 
ple dead since 1989. 

Pakistan denies the charge 
but gives open diplomatic 
support to the unrest, calling 
it a legitimate struggle for 
self-determination. Kashmir 
is India’s only Muslim- 
majority state. 

India and Pakistan dispute 
the ownership of Kas hmir , 
and have fought two of their 
three wars over the pic- 
turesque province. 


Rwandans vow to defy 


new Zairean campaign 


KJBUMBA CAMP. Zaire 
(R) — Rwandan refugees 
vowed Sunday to remain in 
camps in eastern Zaire and 
to defy a Zairean operation 
to pressure them to return 
home voluntarily. 

“Protect us God ” sang 
thousands of Hutu refugees, 
Bible in hand, facing priests 
in white robes at a mass in 
Kibumba, named by autho- 
rities as the first of 40 
camps for one million refu- 
gees to be closed. 

The mood in Kibumba, a 
small city of 190,000 peo- 
ple caned out of bush and 
planted on volcanic rock in 
1994, was defiant. 

"We fear nothing. We will 
stay in our camps. We will 
move nowhere," said Jean- 
Baptiste Harerimana, a re- 
fugee who works for a 
Western aid agency in Ki- 
bumba. The crowd around 
him agreed. 

The refugees are from 
Rwanda's Hum majority 
and fled in 1994 during 
civil, war and the genocide 
of up to a million Tutsis and 
Hum moderates killed by 
Hum troops, militiamen 
and mobs. 

Rwanda’s government 
says it will screen all male 
returnees to discover whe- 
ther they killed in the geno- 
cide. Some refugees say 
they fear they will be killed 
in reprisal if they return. 

A private radio station in 
the Zairean border town of 
Goma quoted Zairean Fo- 
reign Minister Gerard 
Kamanda Wa Kamanda as 
saying that the closure of 
camps was frozen as the 
U.N. refugee agency violat- 
ed an agreement by an- 
nouncing plans in advance. 

Officios of the U.N. High 
Commissioner for Reffi- 
gees (UNHCR) in Goma 
were unavailable to com- 
ment on the Sunday radio 
report. 

interior Minister Gustave 
Malumba Mbangula gave 
details Saturday of the 
operation to speed up vol- 
untary repatriation but did 
not say when it would start. 

Views of extremist Hum 


leaders appeared to have 
toughened the resolve of 
most refugees since the 
campaign was made public. 

When Zaire expelled 
15,000 Rwandan and 
Burundian refugees last 
August many said they 
would escape to the moun- 
tains. Tens of thousands 
only returned when forced 
repatriations stopped. 

But dozens of refugees 
interviewed Sunday said 
they would remain in 
Kibumba even when troops 
arrive and would not panic. 

Beatrice Miseneza, a 
woman with a baby bom in 
the camp strapped to her 
back, said: “We will all stay 
calm. We will wait until the 
Zairean soldiers come. 
UNHCR will look after us.” 

Under the plan, troops 
will ring Kibumba to stop 
all refugee movements in 
and out of the camp and 
halt all private commercial 
ventures by refugees which 
depend on supplies from 
the outside. 

Zairean officials will 
launch a mass education 
campaign in the camps to 
encourage refugees to 
leave. Aid agencies will 
only be allowed to continue 
their essential operations in 
the camps such as supply- 
ing water, food, sanitation 
and health services. 

Some aid workers fear the 
campaign may turn violent 
as most troops are poorly- 
disciplined and have not 
been paid for months. 

As well as encircling the 
camps, Zairean troops are 
charged with neutralising 
intimidators loyal to 
Rwanda’s former Hum 
leaders who discourage 
refugees from returning. At 
the least, they forecast they 
will all be slaughtered when 
they go home. 

Aloys Ngendahimana, a 
vice-president of the Rally 
for the Return of Refugees 
and Democracy to Rwanda, 
a Hutu refugee lobby 
group, said it was too early 
for leaders to react to the 
plan. 


Pope alludes to problem of 


corruption in Venezuela 


CARACAS (R) — Pope 
John Paul, on the penulti- 
mate day of a Latin 
American tour, urged 
Venezuelans to reach 
beyond party politics and 
egoism in order to stamp 
out corruption and fight 
poverty. 

Addressing 2,500 “Buil- 
ders of Society” — busi- 
nessmen. union leaders, 
intellectuals, farmers, and 
housewives — the Pope 
appealed to them “to work 
for the real good of the 
country ... with honesty 
both in your private and 
professional lives.” 

The 75-year-old Pontiff, 
speaking at a modern arts 
and music theatre in central 
Caracas and looking tired, 
said stark social inequali- 
ties tended to breed moral 
crisis with “lack of ethics, 
of justice, of social togeth- 
erness, of respect for lift 
and human dignity.” 

Stressing the Catholic 
Church’s constant concern 
about social justice, the 
Pope said that “material 
impoverishment often leads 
to moral and spiritual 


impoverishment ... in par- 
ticular among the youth.” 

In the most political 
speech since his arrival in 
Venezuela Friday on the 
last leg of a week-long 
Latin American tour, the 
Pope advised politicians to 
“overcome partisan differ- 
ences and reach beyond 
personal interests ... in the 
unselfish quest for the com- 
mon good” of the people. 

He did not use the word 
“corruption” but, saying 
Venezuela was at a “diffi- 
cult but decisive” period of 
its history, he condemned 
those who lead an '‘egoistic 
existence." lack “responsi- 
bility” or are driven by "rhe 
will to dominate." 

Earlier Saturday, the Pope 
travelled to the remote 
sanctuary of Our Lady Of 
Coromoto, Venezuela’s 
patron saint, to dedicate a 
new shrine to the Madonna 
who is said to have 
appeared to an Indian chief 
in 1652. 

The Pope was expected to 
return to Rome on Sunday. 



President Bill Clinton smiles as he stands among a cas- 
cade of white balloons dropping from the ceiling of the 
University of Iowa's Carver Hawkeye Arena in Iowa 
City, Iowa after Mr. Clinton spoke to a crowd of more 
than 10,000 people at a campaign appearance (Reuter 
photo) 


Clinton ends Iowa 


campaign swing 


DES MOINES. Iowa (R) — President Bill Clinton Sunday 
winds up a whirlwind weekend campaign swing through 
Iowa with a visit to a grain elevator, dinner with Iowa farm 
families and brunch with victims of the devastating 1993 
raidwestern floods. 

Mr. Clinton is running unopposed for renomination by 
bis party for a second term, but he asked Iowa Democrats 
to show up for Monday’s caucuses so he could enjoy a big 
win in the state, where he lost overwhelmingly four years 
ago to Sen. Tom Harkin of Iowa. 

Mr. Clinton’s gruelling weekend campaign schedule 
included two speeches Saturday in which he recited a list 
of accomplishments and crowed about a growing economy 
with low inflation and high exports of agriculture goods, 
which be said was helping support grain prices. 

Mr. Clinton told an audience in Mason City that during 
his afternoon visit to a grain elevator in clear lake he said 
to himself that “if com prices stay above S3 (a bushel), I 
ought to do all right in Iowa." 

During the speech, Mr. Clinton voiced concerns about a 
farm bill passed last week by the Senate. He said he was. 
worried about the way payments were structured regard- 
less of crop prices and that it might spell trouble in hard 
times when prices fall. 

“I think we have to really think about whether it is rea- 
sonable to say that we are going to have this flat payment 
and you get it whether you plant or not, and you get it no 
matter how high the crop (prices) are, and then when the 
crops go to the bottom, you won’t have enough to help you 
keep you out of bankruptcy,” Mr. Clinton said. 

Mr. Clinton also discussed agriculture issues with seven 
farm families Samrday night over a dinner that included 
barbecued pork sandwiches, lemon chicken, potato salad 
and baked beans. 

Mr. Clinton, a self-styled “new democrat" who, rhetori- 
cally at least, shuns the big government philosophy with 
which his party historically has been identified, outlined in 
bis speeches his vision of a lean, but strong federal gov- 
ernment. 

Meanwhile Bob Dole, the 72-year-old U.S. Senate leader 
twice denied his party's presidential nomination, appeared 
poised Sunday to win a key vote in Iowa and kick off his 
most promising chase yet for the prize. 

But the stale's party precinct caucuses Monday were also 
likely to produce a notable showing by Sieve Forbes, the 
wealthy publisher who has never been elected to public 
office but has poured millions of dollars of his own fortune 
into a bid to win the world’s most powerful position. 

The closing hours of the battle for Iowa, a year-long con- 
test in which Republicans have savaged each other with 
increasing fury, produced a confident Dole leading in polls 
and attacking not his rivals for the nomination but 
President Bill Clinton. 

"I believe we’re in a very defining moment in American 
history and the one obstacle in the way ... is President 
Clinton in the White House Sen. Dole told backers inside 
a corrugated metal machinery shed on a muddy farm near 
Des Moines. 

“If you want your vote to count, you want to go to the 
caucus and vote for someone who - can defeat President 
Clinton in November 1996," he said. “Thai’s what this is 
all about ” 

About 130,000 Republicans are expected to turn out at 7 
p.m. local time Monday for 2,142 precinct-level meetings 
across Iowa’s 99 counties. They will take a straw poll — 
the first major test of election year strength — which 
begins the process of sending the slate’s 25 delegates to 
this summer’s party nominating convention. 
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Electioneering might backfire 


ISRAELI OPPOSITION leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu and his Likud Party appear ready 
and prepared to change their stance on the issue 
of recognising the Palestinian National Authority 
(PNA) and its foundation, the autonomy accords 
struck between Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat 
and the Labour Party. We might think the Likud 
would have readied itself for such a switch some 
time ago for obvious real political reasons. But 
the seemingly abrupt change of heart does not 
reflect a sudden “love affair’* between the main 
right-wing faction in Israel and the PLO which 
negotiated the two Oslo accords with the late 
Israeli prime minister, Yitzhak Rabin, and his 
successor the incumbent prime minister, Shimon 
Peres. Rather, It stems from a pragmatic yet 
grudging acceptance of what has already been 
done on the Palestinian track in a bid to 
recapture power at the next Knesset elections. 

What may have most influenced Netanyahu 
and his supporters within the Likud Party is not 
only the overwhelming international endorse 
ment of Oslo I and II but also tbe fact that the 
greater majority of the Israelis are now in 
support of the autonomy talks. A Gallop poll 
published recently in Israel confirmed that about 
60 per cent of Israeli voters support the accords 
on Palestinian autonomy. This is not to mention 
the fact that the recent Palestinian elections gave 
an added legitimacy to the PNA and the newly 
elected Palestinian council. 

The Likud Party is obviously interested in 
power and its leadership understands only too 
well that time is running out on their chances of 
ever returning to government as long as they 
stick to their archaic doctrinaire views on the 
West Bank. This aboutface within the Likud may 
not enjoy smooth sailing, however, and a rebel- 
lion or two within the party may still forestall any 
formal decision to recognise the PNA and the 
Oslo accords. Diehard Likudniks such as mem- 
bers of Knesset Benny Begin and Ariel Sharon 
still represent an important constituency within 
the party and with their comrades in arm they 
may still prevent Netanyahu from going to the 
extent that he is now forced to take in dealing 
with the Palestinian ledership. 

If it turns out, though, that even tbe moderate 
members of the Likud are just making a tactical 
electoral manoeuvre to satisfy their lust for 
power, then their tactics are bound to backfire 
sooner or later. The Arab side, including the 
Palestinians, would of course welcome the switch 
in the Likud if it actually reflects a genuine 
change of heart. In answer to Netanyahu’s recent 
statement that he does not “exclude any possible 
partner In the Arab World,” President Arafat 
likewise signalled his willingness to deal with any 
Israeli government that may assume power in the 
future. 

We hope the stage is thus set for more sane 
Israeli-Palestinian relations no matter which 
Israeli party wins the upcoming general elec- 
tions, or even which Palestinian leader takes over 
in the future. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA’I daily Sunday bailed King Hussein's visit to 
Saudi Arabia as a major event that would restore the tra- 
ditional strong ties between the two countries and open 
up new avenues for future cooperation. The visit, which 
is taking place in the holy month of Ramadan, bears 
great significance at the bilateral and pan-Arab levels 
and the talks the King plans to hold with the Saudi 
monarch are bound to benefit the people of the two 
countries, said the daily. Jordanians, who appreciate 
Saudi Arabia’s continued assistance to Jordan over the 
past years, especially in difficult times, are optimistic 
that the meeting of the two leaders would strengthen the 
Arab stand and help Jordan face the chUenges of the 
coming stage and contribute to the ongoing efforts to 
enhance regional and international cooperation for the 
building of peace in the Middle East, continued the 
paper. Referring to King Hussein’s statement to a visit- 
ing U.S. senator delegation last week, in which he said 
that Jordan’s ties with the Gulf state are progressing, 
the paper said that the King’s visit to Saudi Arabia is an 
emnbodiment of Jordan's policies and gives credence to 
the Kingdom efforts to rebuild inter-Arab relations on 
very solid foundations and restore the long sought soli- 
darity among the Arab countries. 


Reflecting on the Israeli elections due in May, Moham- 
mad Kawash, a writer for Al Dustour said that the rival- 
ry between the ruling Labour Party and the opposition 
Likud Party will no doubt revolve around the peace 
process, the withdrawal from the Golan Heights, the 
Jewish settlements and the Jerusalem issue. The Arabs of 
Israel, who are for the peace process, are bound to vote 
for the Labour Party or for the Arab parties which sup- 
port Labour, and their votes are to be counted for in the 
coming elections, according to the writer. What is 
required from the Arab community, said the writer, is to 
show unity and cohesion in their stand for the peace 
process and work to bring as many Arab deputies to the 
Knesset as possible in order to help their countrymen 
achieve their aspirations in the Palestinian homeland. 


Human Rights File 


By Waked M. Sa’di 


Challenges to Kabariti’s ‘white revolution’ 


THE WHITE revolution that the youthful and soft-spoken 
new Prime Minister Abdul Karim Kabariti is mandated to 
carry out may turn out to be much more difficult than orig- 
inally thought. Conventional wisdom reminds us that old 
ideas die hard and governments seldom succeed in trans- 
forming themselves into contemporary establishments 
overnight no matter how much effort is exerted into this 
attempt. 

The new prime minister cannot of course rely solely on 
the young age of his team to execute a plan of action that 
may at the end triumph over the many obstacles that stand 
in its way. There are many young people around whose 
ideas are old, just, as there are some old men and women 
whose thoughts are contemporary, if not outright revolu- 
tionary. 

New blood in the fell sense of the word is not exactly 
easy to come by these days because we are all products of 
our environment no matter how tender is our age. 

Psychologists keep telling us that the personality of men 
and women is determined during the formative years of 
their lives and everything that occurs in their lives there- 
after would be of little consequence. 

I doubt that the psychological profile of the men and 
women who make up the Kabariti team was so carefully 
checked out to decide whether they are truly of a vintage 
that would be necessary to implement the peaceful revo- 
lution in our ranks. 

Yet there is already ample evidence that the Kabariti 
government may succeed after all in its effort to transform 
the country into a modem stare. 

The first sign is the awareness of Mr. Kabariti himself 
that a change in style of government is overdue. Tbe prime 
minister has not only talked about this subject but also 
made it the mainstay of the new order that tie would like 
to usher in to his people. 

Ml Kabariti has also been busy making overtures to pro- 
fessional associations in a bid to turn a new page on how 
best to handle these groups of professionals. The classic 
example of withdrawing the case against the president of 
the Jordan Bar Association and his council, that was insti- 
tuted by the former government of HRH Prince Zeid Ben 
Shaker to challenge the results of the recent elections of 
the association. It is but one proof that Mr. Kabariti is not 
on the same wavelength as his predecessor on this score. 

It appears that the prime minister wishes to deploy the 
friendly persuasion approach to defuse the dispute 


between the lawyers of the country with their colleagues 
across the River Jordan on whether the latter are eligible 
to vote in the association’s elections or they are non-Jor- 
danians who have lost this right when the country severed 
all administrative and legal relations with tbe West Bank. 

Obviously Mr. Kabariti has reached some understanding 
with Kama! Nasser, the president of the association, on 
this matter. Otherwise, Mr. Nasser woujd not have joined 
the new Cabinet and accepted a portfolio unrelated to his 
profession in return for terminating the state's case against 
the association. 

Does this development on the legal front mean that a 
honeymoon is in the making between the new government 
and all the professional associations? We have to wait and 
see how the Jordan Engineers Association is going to be 
handled at a time when its incumbent president, Lai* 
Shbeilat, is in detention and the Engineers Association is 
gearing itself to yet other politically charged elections. 

So the big test is whether the new government will suc- 
ceed in its determined effort to establish a new modus 
vivendi with professional groups based on His Majesty 
King Hussein’s repeated calls on such groups to stay away 
from politics. 

Where Mr. Kabariti may have also succeeded in sending 
another clear signal that he is sincere in his determination 
to change things could be tbe statement of the new Minis- 
ter of Information Marwan Muasher that he intends to 
abolish his ministry. 

Dr. Muasher's early words on impending reforms with- 
in his mini stry, which would lead to its dissolution alto- 
gether are like a breathe of fresh air. This comes as no sur- 
prise since the minister was an active columnist for Jordan 
Times in the eighties and his “Straight Talk” column did 
antagonise the government on many occasions. 

1 cannot think of better news for freedom of information 
than Dr. Muasher's pledge to end his ministry at some 
point along the line. To the credit of the new government, 
this stance on the elimination of the information bureau- 
cracy comes as the most vivid example of the white revo- 
lution that Mr. Kabariti has been entrusted with to execute. 

There is hardly one modem and deraocracric country in 
the whole world that has an information portfolio in the 
executive branch of government. This does not mean that 
the state would not have any information campaign. Quite 
the opposite. 

Democratically run governments would still need an 


apparatus to explain their views and defend their causes. 
What such governments do not need is a cumbersome 
bureaucracy that aims to control mass media and exercise 
some sort of monopoly or hegemony oyer it This in nim 
calls for a sophisticated free mass media manned by real 

professionals. . . , ,. 

No doubt the new Minister of Informanon has this con- 
cern in mind and would not wish to walk that extra mDe 
until the other side walks an equal distance to. meet the 
genuine and legitimate concerns of the public. 

Tbe real test, though, about the depth of the Seriousness 
of the new government about its white revolution pro- 
gramme would come when the judiciary branch of gov- 
ernment becomes due for an overhaul from head to toe. 

The selection and appointment of judges is certainly an 
issue that calls for a fresh start in order to ensure the inde- 
pendence of the judiciary. We must look around and see 
how democratic nations chose their judges and perhaps 
adopt their ways. And whether we opt to have a constitu- 
tional court or not, tbe sticking point remains the jurisdic- 
tion of the current high courts of the land to rule on the 
constitutionality of certain legislations or practices. 

Tbe current archaic ways of the court system certainly 
calls for drastic remedial’ actions, including the introduc- 
tion of computers and electronics. 

Trial transcripts are still taken in the same way that was 
used during the Ottoman rule! So many ministers of jus- 
tice vowed to change the system but none succeeded in 
doing so even though the price would be cost-effective 
and minimal. jj. 

Of course on the top of the national agenda remains the ” 
controversial draft election law. Much has been written on 
the subject as it stirred public outcries everywhere. The 
country is watching closely how Mr. Kabariti is going to 
deal with this thorny subject. 

If tbe new government succeeds in introducing sensible 
amendments to it, it would succeed in enjoying a wider 
public support. 

1 would really recommend that a selected committee 
composed of people from the Cabinet, academia, profes- 
sional associations, journalists and the business communi- 
ty be formed to review this legislation. The proposed elec- 
tion law could be the litmas test by which Jordanians 
would test tbe white revolution that has become the hall- 
mark of the Kabariti government. 



Declaring war on war itself 


By Joseph Rotblat 


Here then is the problem 
wfuch we present to you. 
stark and dreadful and 
inescapable. Shall we put 
an end to the human race, 
or shall mankind renounce 
war ? 


THIS WAS the question 
posed in 1955 in tbe Rus- 
seU-Einstem Manifesto. It 
was not a rhetorical ques- 
tion. it was put at that time 
because of tbe realisation 
that, with foe development 
of the hydrogen bomb and 
ballistic missiles, human 
beings became an endan- 
gered species. 

Tbe extinction of the 
human race could result 
from a natural event, for 
example a collision with a 
comet or meteorite or an 
exceptionally violent vol- 
canic eruption. Such a phe- 
nomenon was probably 
responsible for the extinc- 
tion of the dinosaurs. But 
the fact that this cata- 
clysmic disaster occurred 
some 60 million years ago, 
and none of such magnitude 
has apparently happened 
since, means that for all 
practical purposes we can 
put it out of our minds. 

That such a catastrophe 
could be caused by the 
action of man was never 
considered seriously. Histo- 
ry is foil of attempted 
genoice. The gravest 
occurred this century: foe 
Nazi programme of system- 
atic elimination of whole 
categories of people, for no 
other reason than they were 


members of certain races. 
But theie were no technical 
means for omnicide. The 
advent of nuclear weapons 
has changed all this. 

The chief characteristic of 
the nuclear age is that, for 
foe first time in history, 
man has acquired foe tech- 
nical capacity to destroy his 
own species, and to accom- 
plish it, wilfully or acciden- 
tally, in a single action. The 
enormous significance of 
this situation is yet to sink 
in, it seems. We continue 
with our squabbles, which 
often lead to war, ignoring 
the danger that minor dis- 
putes may escalate into 
large hostilities, and even- 
tually to a nuclear con- 
frontation with catastrophic 
consequences. 

Back in the fifties, the 
superpowers responded to 
the question in foe Russell- 
Einstein Manifesto, not by 
renouncing war but by try- 
ing to make it impossible 
through foe policy of 
“mutually assured destruc- 
tion.” 

It is widely believed that 
deterrence worked; it 
appears to many to have 
brought stability during the 
cold-war period. But this is 
a grand illusion. There was 
no military stability; what 
we did have was a forious 
aims race. At no time was 
either of foe superpowers 
satisfied with what it had in 
its arsenal. Throughout the 
period, scientists on both 
sides of foe Iron Curtain 
kept on inventing new gad- 
gets to make their own 
weapons more effective and 


those of the enemy more 
vulnerable. The result was 
an obscene accumulation of 
weapons: at one time reach- 
ing 70,000 nuclear war- 
beads, 100 times more than 
was needed for deterrence. 
Even this was not enough to 
ensure security, and Ron3ld 
Reagan felt obliged to 
embark on the Star Wars 
project, a defensive umbrel- 
la which would have led to 
more offensive weapons 
being deployed. 

There was an even 
chance, in many opinion, 
that a hardline leader would 
resort to foe use of nuclear 
weapons in a desperate 
move to end the conflict 
Fortuantely, a sane man 
came on to foe scene: 
Mikhail Gorbachev — 
influenced in part by the 
debates in Pugwash meet- 
ings — called a halt to the 
arms race, and saved civili- 
sation. 

At present foe danger of a 
nuclear confrontation is 
greatly reduced, but it is 
still there. The nuclear 
states still adhere to the 
deterrence policy, which is 
bound to lead to more coun- 
tries seeking the security 
which the United Kingdom 
and others say that foe pos- 
session of nuclear weapons 
provides. 

The only way to prevent 
this is to get rid of all 
nuclear weapons. There is 
indeed a growing realisa- 
tion among the general pub- 
lic, as well as political and 
military leaders, of foe need 
to create a nuclear-weapon- 
free world. 


The initiative of foe Aus- 
tralian government to set up 
the Canberra Commission 
on the Elimination of 
Nuclear Weapons is evi- 
dence of this trend. Paul 
Keating announced foe 
commission last November, 
as foe first serious study of 
its type directly supported 
by a government. It 
deserves the support of foe 
British government 
Should these efforts suc- 
ceed in bringing about a 
treaty to outlaw foe posses- 
sion of nuclear weapons, 
foe world would be a safer 
place, but not completely 
safe. The knowledge of 
how to , make nuclear 
weapons cannot be erased. 
Even in a nuclear-weapon- 
free world, should the great 
powers become involved in 
a military confrontation, 
they would be tempted to 
rebuild nuclear arsenals. 
Moreover, other means of 
wholesale destruction may 
emerge from science. The 
human species will never 
be safe again, and we come 
back to the alternatives in 
tbe Russeli-Einstein Mani- 
festo: foe end of tbe human 
race or renunciation of war. 
Since the first is unaccept- 
able, war must cease to be 
an admissible social institu- 
tion. The abolition of all 
war must be our ultimate 
goal. 

To abolish war we need to 
create a new mind-set. We 
have to convey to foe peo- 
ples of the world foe mes- 
sage that the safeguarding 
of our common property — 
humankind — calls for 


developing in each of us a 
new loyalty, a loyally to 
mankind. 

Interestingly, foe practical 
means for this are provided 
by science itself. Tbe fan- 
tastic progress of science 
and technology has made 
this globe very small. We 
have all become close 
neighbours. Thanks to foe 
tremendous growth of air 
travel, an ever-increasing 
number of people from dif- 
ferent countries meet each 
other. The development of 
satellite communications 
enables each of us to know 
instantly what is going on 
in any part of foe world. By 
foe use of computer net- 
work systems we can talk to 
each other; further 
advances in computer tech- 
nology will overcome foe 
language hairier. All of us, 
all inhabitants of foe globe, 
are becoming like one fam- 
ily. But we still have to 
recognise this feet con- 
sciously and acquire a loy- 
alty to mankind. 

Loyalty to a group is an 
essential element in civili- 
sation. A group, in which 
individual members fulfil 
specialised tasks, has a 
much better chance of 
achieving prosperity and 
security than if each indi- 
vidual fends for himself. It 
is in foe interest of all mem- 
bers of the group to work in 
unison. Hence, loyalty to 
the group is essential. In 
foe early history of civilisa- 
tion the group was small, a 
family, but gradually — 
with increasing specialisa- 
tion — a number of such 


groups combined, linked by 
some common characteris- 
tic; new loyalties were 
superimposed on foe origi- 
nal ones, an extension 
rather than a replacement of 
previous loyalties. 

With increasing interde- 
pendence of people, largely 
arising from technological 
advances,; ever larger 
groups' evolved, leading to 
foe nation. This is where jv 
has got so far. Loyalty to 
one's nation is at present 
supreme, overriding the 
loyalties to 'other groupings. 
But now, when foe whole of 
mankind needs protection, 
we have to extend loyalty 
beyond foe nation. 

At a time when the action 
of a single nation may 
endanger foe whole of civil- 
isation, it is imperative to 
develop, and recognise con- 
sciously, even formally, 
loyalty to the whole of 
mankind. We must learn to 
think of ourselves as citi- 
zens of the world. The sur- 
vival of humankind can no 
longer be taken for granted. 
It should be our conscious 
goal as we approach foe 
new millennium. 


Professor Joseph Rotblat 
won the 1995 Nobel Peace 
Prize for his work with the 
Pugwash Conferences on 
Science and World Affairs » I 
to abolish nuclea/P\ 
weapons. The article is 
reprinted from the 
Guardian. 


Post-Palestinian elections; all eyes are on the council 


THE PALESTINIAN elections of last month gave Mr. 
Yasser Arafat’s Palestinian entity and his government, not 
to mention foe Oslo accords, legitimacy. They also have the 
. potential of granting the Palestinian people a mechanism 
through which they can be represented and heard. The large 
turn-out at foe bailot box was unexpected but not surpris- 
ing. it reflects foe desire of foe Palestinians to regain a 
voice after decades of being muted, and to be active partic- 
ipants in decisions that have foe power to alter their lives. 
As foe elections have become an event of foe past, all eyes 
are expectantly glued to foe council, in eager anticipation 
for foe convening of its first session. 

The electoral process was far from perfect. Imposed with 
its shackles by Israel, it was fraught with constraints- giv- 
ing birth to a warped form of democracy. (True democracy 
is impossible in foe absence of sovereignty). In addition, 
the elections were not immune to heavy criticisms o viola- 
tions and calls for the recounting of votes, nor were they 
bereft of Israeli intimidatory practices prior and during foe 
elections. The Israeli government didn’t fail to use every 
trick in the book to place hurdles in front of the Palestinian 
electorate and candidates. Some candidates can be accused 
of not playing entirely by the rules while campaigning, and 
numerous speculations abound concerning the actual per- 
centage of votes received by others. Nonetheless, the Pales- 
tinians have voiced their unwavering enthusiasm for elec- 
tions. and the desire to shed years of occupation. And by 
participating in those particular elections they have, wit- 
tingly or unwittingly, placed their weight behind Oslo. 


The make-up of foe council is important, but not crucial, 
in determining its effectiveness and foe extent of its author- 
ity. That had already been predetermined by foe vety 
process that gave it birth. Fateh has ensured control of 75 
per cent of foe council, with foe success of 51 members 
who had run as official Fateh candidates, and an additional 
15 who had run as independents but closely associated with 
Fateh. Although some of the opposition groups, notably 
Hamas, chose to officially boycott foe elections, their silent 
support of some candidates ensured their success. Nine can- 
didates closely associated with the Islamist opposition are now on 
the council. There is an additional 1 1 truly independent members. 
Although few in number, opposition blocs can develop within the 
council, countering the weight of Fateh, • 

A closer look at the members of the elected council reveal fur- 
ther insights into the expectations of the Palestinians from their 
representatives. Three distinct blocs made it to foe council 
Almost ail the leadership that had been on foq “outside” were 
elected. It is they who forged Oslo, for better or worst, and it is 
they who must see it through. Second, a large number of foe 
"intifada'’ leadership was successful. The intifada was a crucial 
period in the Palestinian struggle, and weighs heavily on their 
psyche. Finally, highly respected independents are on foe council, 
carried through by foe weight of foeir credentials: an indication 
that a new breed of leadership is sought 
The council is up against a challenge. Now that foe campaign 
slogans reiterating what foe electorate wants to hear can be put 
aside, foe council has to attend to foe task for which it has been 
elected. It will give its seal of approval to foe Oslo accords, and 
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By Randall Mikkdsen 
Reuter 

PHILADELPHIA — On 
Valentine's Day in 1946, a 
U-S. Army general stood 
before a dining ball full of 
dignitaries and engineers at 
the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, pushed a button and 
launched the computer era. 

The button pressed by 
Gen. Glade on Barnes initi- 
ated the first public demon- 
stration on Feb. 14. 1946 of 
a 30-tonne behemoth of 
black steel, vacuum tubes 
and wire now recognised as 
the world's first all-elec- 
tronic, general-purpose 
computer. 

“That was the first event 
(of the information agei," 
saicTHennan Goldstinc. one 
of the last surviving mem- 
bers of the team that devel- 
oped the Electronic Numer- 
ical integrator and Comput- 
er (ENIAC). “It convinced 
the public that the machine 
was operable and (told) the 
scientific community that 
we would be glad to have 
rhem make use of it," he 
told Reuters. 

This Valentine's Day the 
university will run ENT AC 
again, for the first time in 
four decades, as it kicks off 
a year-long commemora- 
tion of the stan of the com- 
puter era. ENIAC will 
blink, whir and run through 
mathematical calculations 
at its revival demonstration 
at Penn’s Moore School of 
Engineering, where it was 
developed. 

The revival was permitted 
on a one-time-only .basis by 
the Smithsonian Institution, 
which owns ENIAC. Actu- 
ally, only a portion of the 
original machine will be 
run much of the rest was 
cannibalised for parts or 
scrapped years ago. 

The Association For 
Computing Machinery, the 
oldest computer profession- 
al organisation, will be 
joining the university in 


sponsoring events to recog- 
nise the last 50 years of 
progress in computing. 
Among them are a series of 
chess matches on Feb. 10- 
17 pitting World Chess 
Federation champion Garry 
Kasparov against an IBM 
computer specially built for 
the purpose, the issuance of 
a commemorative U.S. 
postage stamp and a 10- 
month series of lectures on 
the impact of computing. 

In addition. Penn scien- 
tists are developing a com- 
puter chip small enough to 
fit on a fingertip that repli- 
cates all the electronic 
functions of ENIAC, which 
took up a room 10 by 16 
metres. 

“It’s not only a celebra- 
tion of the past — what 
these people did — but also 
to take a real hard look at 
what the future will bring,” 
said Penn spokeswoman 
Barbara Beck. 

The original ENIAC had 
17,468 vacuum tubes and 
cost S450.000. It could 
store 20 10-digit numbers 
in its electronic memory' 
and process them at speeds 
of 100 kilohertz per second. 

In contrast, modem per- 
sonal computers, which 
cost less than S3.U00. typi- 
cally have 8-16 million 
characters of memory and 
can process up to 1.600 
limes faster, nr 160 mega- 
hertz. 

ENIAC was developed in 
a three-year rush to find a 
way for the army to calcu- 
late complex artillery tra- 
jectory tables needed to 
shoot down new fast-mov- 
ing warplanes. Besides Mr. 
Golds tine, on army mathe- 
matician who helped sell 
the military on the project 
and served as a liason for 
the army, other members of 
the team included physicist 
John Mauchly and Engi- 
neer J. Prosper Eckert. 

Mauchly was credited 
with conceiving the 
machine’s electronic design 


and ccken with solving the 
challenge of making thou- 
sands of temperamental 
vacuum tubes operate res- 
onably reliably. 

Mr. Goldstine’s wife 
Adele, who helped pro- 
gramme the computer and 
wrote the operating manual 
for it, was one of 'several 
women at the university 
who also took part in build- 
ing ENIAC. 

Although World War II 
had ended by the time 
ENLAC was first powered 
up, the machine’s potential 
was immediately apparent 
to at least some observers. 

“Leaders who saw the 
device in action for the first 
lime heralded it as a tool 
with which to begin to 
rebuild scientific affairs on 
new foundations the New 
York Times reported after 
the 1946 Valentine’s Day 
demonstration. 

ENIAC followed a long 
history of development in 
computing machines, going 
back to Charles Babbage's 
“difference engine” 

designed in the early 1800s. 
and no patent was ever 
awarded for it. Later com- 
puters were developed with 
“stored memory” pro- 
grammes, offering much 
greater versatility and ease 
of use. 

The significance of 
ENIAC was that it was the 
first all-electronic machine 
and it could be used for a 
wide variety of calcula- 
tions. unlike its predeces- 
sors. But much as Christo- 
pher Columbus’s voyages, 
while not the first by a 
European to the new world, 
paved the way for its con- 
quest, ENIAC led to all that 
followed in computing. 

“It opened the door,” said 
Paul Shaffer, curator of the 
ENIAC Museum at Penn. 
“It (the computer era) just 
look off and never came 
back.” 
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Bosnian refugees use 
memory to seek the missing 


By Davor Huic 
Reuter 

TUZLA, Bosnia — Fikretu 
Halilovic has etched into 
her memory every tiny 
detail, face and name from 
the days last July when the 
Serbs overran Srebrenica 
and her life collapsed. 

For what she did not see 
with her own eyes she 
relies on the collective 
memory of thousands of 
other Bosnian Muslim 
refugees, a vast human 
database created by the net- 
work of Srebrenica sur- 
vivors. 

They spend their days 
telling their stories and lis- 
tening to each other's, try- 
ing to reconstruct their 
ordeal down io the most 
miniscule detail in a search 
for clues to the fate of thou- 
sands of missing men. 

On July 11 the U.N.-pro- 
tected “sale haven” of Sre- 
brenica. a Muslim enclave 
in eastern Bosnia, was 
taken by Serbs. 

Some 10,000 defenders 
attempted to break through 
the woods to government- 
held territory, but only half 
ever emerged. Suryivors 
believe most of the others 
were killed in ambushes or 
captured and executed by 
the Bosnian Serb forces. 

The women took shelter 
in the U.N. camp at Poto- 
curi with some 3.000 men. 
When the Serbs came, the 
men were separated and 
have not been seen since.' 
The women were driven in 
buses to government terri- 
tory at Kladanj, south of 
Tuzla. in the biggest single 
exodus of the Bosnian war, 

“My husband was last 
seen on July 13, standing in 
a bus full of men that went 
in the direction of 
Brutunac. Twelve women 
saw him,” said Halilovic, 
who looks older than her 32 
years. 

Her face is deeply wrin- 
kled. a testimony to the 
months of stress she has 
suffered, tossed between 
hope that her husband 
Samir is still alive, and the 
harrowing thought he might 



Mujesira Salihovic (right) shouts at Bosnian President Alija Izetbegovic during a meeting between the president 
and the widows of Srebrenica Feb. 10. Ms. Salihovic, who lost family in Srebrenica, demanded that something be 
done over the reported massacres in the area and whereabouts of thousands of people (Reuters photo) 


never see their four-month- 
old daughter, bom in exile. 

Halilovic and the other 
women of Srebrenica — 
thousands of mothers and 
sisters, wives and lovers, 
aunts and grandmoihers — 
live in u relentless search 
for that extra clue. 

“My son was seen on 
television cleaning the 
streets in Srebrenica.”' said 
a mother whose hope was 
vindicated when a western 
television crew caught her 
son by chance in a panora- 
ma shot of the deserted 
town, now in Serb hands. 

Fikreta’s sister-in-law, 
Fatima said she recognised 
in similar footage a man 
dumping garbage in a con- 
tainer in Srebrenica as a 
pre-war neighbour. “He 
wore the same jeans jacket 
he had on when I last saw 
him in the Potocari camp." 

Three years of life in a 
besieged enclave, its trau- 
matic fall and the months of 
uncertainty that followed 


have locked the Srebrenica 
survivors into a closed 
group. 

They are bound by shared 
experience and an incredi- 
ble ability to keep in their 
heads thousands of names, 
faces and place-names, sto- 
ries. details of situations 
and a complete geography 
of eastern Bosnia.. 

They may be scattered in 
towns and villages all 
around Tuzla region, yet 
some 30,000 Srebrenica 
refugees form a tightly con- 
nected society. 

It is an invisible network 
of minds striving collec- 
tively to reproduce what 
exactly happened during 
those few summer days 
after the fall of their town. 

“(Bosnian Serb General 
Ratko) Mladic personally 
separated and took my men 
away from Potocari,” said a 
short, round woman in 
loose pantaloons and a 
colourful head scarf. 

“My man and son were 


last seen in Baljkovica," 
said another, referring to a 
wooded mountain area 
where the Serbs set up the 
biggest ambush to block the 
column of fighters fleeing 
the town and break it into 
smaller groups. 

These hunted bands wan- 
dered through the woods 
for days and weeks, living 
off apples, mushrooms and 
snails, occasionally bump- 
ing into one another and 
into the mass graves and 
dead bodies that littered the 
few routes through the 
mountains. 

Every new survivor or 
released prisoner is a valu- 
able source of information 
whose story becomes com- 
mon knowledge within 
hours of their arrival in 
'Tuzla. 

I was once looking for a 
Srebrenica refugee who had 
some information about an 
unknown prison camp at 
Sase, a lead and zinc mine 
near Srebrenica, where the 


Serbs allegedly still keep 
some of the 8,000 missing 
Srebrenica men. 

He was said to be called 
Haris, to be ftom posevar 

— a village near Srebrenica 

— and living in the village 
of Devetak near Tuzla, after 
being released from the 
Sase camp a few days ago. 
I had no address and no last 
name. 

After a few hours search I 
managed to track him 
down. It turned out that vir- 
tually all the details 1 had 
were wrong, but the sur- 
vivors' network still put me 
in touch with the man I was 
seeking where a computer 
would have failed miser- 
ably. 

Fatima summed it all up: 
“Many of our men are 
dead, we know it. but not 
all of them. There is plenty 
of evidence that some are 
still alive, and each of us 
hopes that her husband, 
father, brother is among 
them, alive." 


coll® 

■:;5g 




the 


id dra fl 


-■-it 

rf-s; 


lies 

■ 

.rsui« J £, t 

.rfish'P* jV'.' 
W ;J - ' ,,pl f 

Trien 


Britain’s secret service 
wins new lease of life 


r or 


,i I 


***** 


pa** 
K* 


By Helen Smith 
Reuter 

LONDON — British 
secret agents are highly 
experienced, armed with 
state of the an surveillance 
devices — and under- 
employed. 

Left short of work by the 
end of the cold war and a 
ceasefire in Northern Ire- 
land, Britain’s MI5 has 
welcomed a new remit to 
tackle organised crime, 
believing it gives the 
counter espionage agency 
another purpose in life. 

A bill on its way through 
parliament to extend ML5’s 
powers looks almost cer- 
tain to become law. The 
government says it needs a 
new strategy to fight 
organised crime, which has 
brought drug-driven gun 
battles to British cities. 

“We would do w-ell to 
remember that the greatest 
infringement of human 
rights in our society comes 
from the bullets, the knives 
and the drugs which are the 
stock in trade of the crimi- 
nals against whom this bill 
is aimed,” said Britain's 
Home Secretary (Interior 
Minister) Michael 

Howard. 

But. the bill hhs many 
critics who worry about 
giving the shadowy M15 
greater powers without 
making it more account- 
able. 

Police are also worried 
that agents trained in the 
ways of espionage will not 
follow strict procedures on 
evidence gathering and 
treatment of witnesses. 

Opponents wonder why 


the Conservative govern- 
ment is so eager to find a 
new role for MI5, and 
allowing it to expand, 
when other public bodies 
are being forced to shave 
budgets. 

“Is not the background to 
this the fact that the securi- 
ty service is running out of 
threats, and that a new one 
is having to be invented ro 
save large public spending 
cuts,” said opposition 
Labour- MP Chris Mullins 
in a debate on the bill. 

Civil rights groups say it 
is impossible to make a 
secret service fully 
accountable and want Ml 5 
abolished. 

“Having a secret police 
force will lead to more 
miscarriages of justice,” 
said John Wodhaxn from 
the campaign group liber- 

ty. 

M15 is gradually shed- 
ding its secrecy. Founded 
in 1909, its existence was 
only officially acknowl- 
edged in the late 1980s. 

On the rare occasions 
MI5 agents have given evi- 
dence in court they have 
done so from behind 
screens and without giving 
their names. Once identi- 
fied, they are of link use 
as spies. 

In an unprecendenied 
move in 1991, M15 
announced that Stella Rim- 
ington was to be its new 
chief — previously, it was 
illegal for anyone to pub- 
lish so much as the name 
of the agency’s head. 

And in 1993. MI5 pub- 
lished a brochure telling 
the public about its work. 

It was all pan of a grand 


survival plan in the post- 
cold war era which result- 
ed in MI5 winning the con- 
tract to fight Northern Irish 
terrorism * on mainland 
Britain. 

But now guerrillas from 
both sides of the Irish con- 
flict have declared a truce, 
leaving ttu 5 with its 2,000 
staff, an annual budget of 
150 million pounds 
($226.6 million) and des- 
perately in search of busi- 
ness. 

Late last year, in another 
sign of glasnost, the 
agency placed newspaper 
advertisements for new 
recruits in anticipation of 
the new remit to tackle 
organised crime. 

The service used to find 
its staff through Britain’s 
top universities — promis- 
ing students used to be 
summoned to interviews at 
an inconspicuous building 
in central London and 
asked if they wanted to 
work for the government. 

Only if they reached a 
second interview would 
they leant which govern- 
ment body they were being 
considered for, said Rupert 
AUason, an expert on the 
security services and spy 
writer under the pen name 
Nigel West. 

The agency has in the 
past recruited agents by 
placing newspaper adver- 
tisements for .secretaries. 
Young women expecting 
to find themselves in a typ- 
ing pool were sometimes 
assigned to spying mis- 
sions against foreign ene- 
mies. 

MI5’s most successful 
agent was just such a 


recruit who infiltrated the 
Communist Party and in 
1938 uncovered a Soviet 
spy ring operating in 
Britain. 

But bright-eyed young 
graduates picturing them- 
selves as the next Martini- 
swigging James Bond are 
soon disappointed. Most of 
M15’s work is drudgery, 
says Mr. Allason. 

‘.‘After two or three years 
of studying vanguard, 
Socialist challenge and 
class war (left wing maga- 
zines) they get pretty 
depressed and leave,” he 
said. 

In fact much of MI5's 
work mirrors activities 
already carried out by 
police who are ambivalent 
about their new comrades 
in the fight against crime. 

Top police officers are 
still smarting from M15’s 
1992 coup in snatching 
away their responsibility 
for fighting Northern Irish 
terrorism. They are 
demanding pledges that 
they will be the ones to 
give the orders in the war 
against organised crime. 

They also warn to make 
sure the agency is subject 
to the same stringent pub- 
lic accountability rules as 
they are. 

“The transparency of the 
secret services must be 
clear,” says Commissioner 
William Taylor of the 
Assoriation of Chief 
Police Officers. 


Antarctic sea bed may 
hold secrets to climatic 
change on Earth 


By Mark Trevelyan 
Reuter 

CAPE ROBERTS. 
Antarctica — Layers of 
rock below the sea bed of 
Antarctica may hold 
clues to tens of millions 
of years of climate 
change on Earth — but 
the frozen continent will 
not yield its secrets light- 
ly. 

Fragile sea ice and tem- 
peratures as low as minus- 
40 degrees Celsius (-40 
Fahrenheit) are among 
the hazards facing scien- 
tists from six countries in 
a New Zealand-led 
drilling project to extract 
a “core" of rock up to 1U0 
million years old from 
under the sea. 

They aim to find our 
whether ice sheets cov- 
ered Antarctica more than 
40 million years ago. By 
working out how periods 
of melting and freezing 
affected world sea levels, 
they hope to gain insights 
into the impact of current 
global warming. 

“Can we understand 
better the linkage 
between sea level and cli- 
mate and between the 
land, the atmosphere, the 
ocean and the ice 
sheets?” said Peter Bar- 
rett, a geologist at Victo- 
ria University in New 
Zealand, 

“I don’t think it will all 
be sorted out bv this sin- 


gle project, of course, but 
I think this project is a 
fairly critical stepping 
stone. It's the way we 
have ro go to really 
improve our documenta- 
tion of the past” 

Fossil finds, some dat- 
ing back 200 million 
years, show that forests 
once grew in Antarctica 
and dinosaurs roamed the 
continent, which was 
joined to present-day 
Australia, Africa, south 
America and India in a 
super-continent known as 
Gondwana. 

But Mr. Barren says 
there is disagreement us 
to whether ice sheets cov- 
ered Antarctica from time 
to lime before 36 million 
years ago, when the con- 
tinent grew much colder. 

The scientists aim to 
find out by drilling down 
and looking for evidence 
of glaciation, where ice 
has ground, down the rock 
and deposited a mixture 
of sand, stbnes and mud. 

The logistics of the pro- 
ject are fiendishly diffi- 
cult, but the first stage 
was successfully com- 
pleted this month. 

A New Zealand-ltalian 
team unloaded 151) 
tonnes of drilling equip- 
ment, containerised labo- 
ratories and accommoda- 
tion units and dragged jt 
over 26 km of sea ice that 
was dangerously thin and 
cracked in places. Two 


bulldozers narrowly 
escaped disaster when a 
large chunk broke off 
alongside the supply ship 
ltalica. 

After storing the gear 
on land over the Antarctic 
winter. New Zealand 
engineers will return in 
September to dig it out 
from under the snow. 
They will haul it back 
onto the sea ice, locating 
the test sites by satellite. 

Motorised toboggans 
will be sent as scouting 
parties to check the thick- 
ness of the ice and warn 
of cracks. Gaps of up to 
four metres can be 
spanned by a special pon- 
toon bridge designed to 
earn' the weight of a bull- 
dozer. 

Drilling is due to start 
in October, with teams 
working around the clock 
and scientists examining 
the rock core on site, at 
the nearby base camp and 
at a U.S. Antarctic labo- 
ratory to obtain the maxi- 
mum amount of data 
while the samples are 
fresh. 

Pitfalls are everywhere. 
What if a bulldozer falls 
through the ice? What if 
pipes burst in the special 
desalination plant that 
will suck up sea water 
and treat it for drinking 
and washing? What if the 
drill motor breaks down, 
for which there is no 
spare? 


“There are Achilles 
heels all the way along,” 
project Manager Jim 
Cowie admitted in an 
interview at Cape 
Roberts, a stunning loca- 
tion with views of giant 
tabular icebergs and the 
jagged trans antarctic 

mountains. 

“That’s the nature of 
operating in Antarctica 
— we just call it the 
Antarctic factor. The 
best-laid plans can just be 
split asunder by the very 
nature of this environ- 
menUi’s so changeable 
and one has to bear in 
mind safety all the time." 

The $5.2 million pro- 
ject, involving New' 
Zealand, the United 
States, Italy, Germany. 
Britain and Australia, is 
being seen as a model of 
international scientific 
cooperation and environ- 
mental awareness in 
Antarctica. 

Mr. Cowie said the base 
camp for up to 40 people 
will be set up on the sea 
ice to avoid any risk of 
spills or damage on Cape 
Roberts itself, a nesting 
site for skuas. 

“Among the Antarctic 
community, there are a 
lot of people looking on 
to see how close we come 
to gening it right.” 
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Central Bank determined to restore 
local confidence in Jordanian dinar 


Jordan boosts 
exports by 27% 


’95 was 


By jack Redden 

Reuter 


AMMAN ( R) — Seven years 
after the Jordanian dinar 
plummeted in value . the Cen- 
tral Bank is still waging a 
costly battle to restore local 
confidence in the national 


“The Central Bank will 
continue to march on the 
same path.” new Governor 
Ziyud Fariz said on taking 
over the lop bonk post in 
January. 

That “’path." for better or 
worse, is ensuring there is no 
repeat of the 19SK-H9 dinar 
crisis. The bank states bluntly 
that monetary stability is the 
key goal in managing the 
economy. 

Last November, after one 
of periodic bouts of devalua-> 
tion rumours, the central 
bank struct back by fixing the 
exchange rate at 0.708 dinars 
to a dollar and saying this 
would be maintained "inde- 
finitely. 

Instead of fluctuating 
against a basket of currencies 
as before, the dinar rate 
against other currencies is set 


by their rates versus the dol- 
lar. 

The bank had already 
shown its determination to 
maintain the value of the 
dinar, driving up interest 
rates on dinar deposits to 
encourage Jordanians to 
keep savings in dinars instead 
of dollars. 

Savings in dinars now 
attract interest rates about 
five percentage points higher 
than dollars — a differential 
bank officials say will be 
maintained until Jordanians 
switch to dinars. 

“People should be more 
secure.” Wasef Azar. manag- 
ing director of Business 
Bank, said of steps to protect 
the dinar. “But they are still 
doubting. People come and 
ask me' how long will the 
dinar stand?"' 

The government has a for- 
midable psychological prob- 
lem to overcome. The dinar 
was worth $3 in May iyS8. 
Sixteen months later, after 
stabilisation plans and 
pledges of no devaluation, it 
was trading at SI. 21). 

The spectre of a repeat of 
that period, when Jordanians 
saw the value of the dinar 


savings disappearing, has en- 
sured that rumours of an 
impending devaluation sweep 
the market every few 
months. 


A foreign expert said 
Jordanians saw dollar hold- 
ings an “insurance” against 
another unpleasant surprise. 
They hold ahout $2 billion of 
the U.S. currency in Jorda- 
nian banks and an unknown 
amount abroad. 

Jordan also has the com- 
plication, that about a third of 
dinars in circulation are held 
by Palestinians in the West 
Bank and could be switched 
into dollars at short notice. 
The government has sought 
guarantees of international 
help if that happens. 

The cost of the Central 
Bank's policy to protect the 
dinar has been high for 
Jordanian business. A con- 
struction loan is likely to car- 
ry up to 15 per cent interest. 

Investors hoping to build 
hotels at the Dead Sea had to 
recalculate business plans to 
account for higher costs, one 
diplomat said. The projects, 
expected to be signed months 
ago. are at a standstill as the 


government and investors 
argue terms. 

Participants in Amman 
Financial Market. Jordan's 
stock market, complain con-' 
tinually about lack of liquid- 
ity because high interest rates 
are diverting investment into 
bank deposits. 

Understandably, that has 
produced widespread grumb- 
ling against the hank and 
questions about whether the 
dinar is overvalued. 

However, the consensus 
among bankers, foreign ex- 
perts and the government — 
despite doubts' in the private 
sector about figures showing 
inflation about four per cent 
— is that the dinar is fairly 
valued and is likely to he 
stable at least for the near 
term. 

Certainly the bank, with 
international backing, is pre- 
pared to defend it.' 

“It's a real preoccupa- 
tion.” said a Western finan- 
cial expert. "Psychologically 
it's important to the business 
community, and therefore to 
the government, that dinar is 
stable.” 

The International Monet- 
ary Fund said Friday it had 


approved a S295 million, 
three-year loan to help Jor- 
dan cosh in on economic 
opportunities provided by 
-peace in the Middle East. 

That will help the govern- 
ment as it tries to raise re- 
serves from less than $700 
million to $1 billion — equal 
to the cost of three months' 
imports. 

But the Central Bank's key 
weapon is the high interest 
rate differential for those 
willing to back the dinar 
against the dollar. 

Financial experts outside 
the Central Bank are sceptic- 
al Jordanians will abandon 
the safety of dollars for the 
dinar. But Central Bank offi- 
•cials. speaking on condition 
of anonymity .'say their latest 
figures show that money is 
finally starting to flow from 
the dollar to dinar deposits. 

And if it is not. they are 
prepared to keep up interest 
rates until it does. Eventually 
the dinar may fall, but the 
Central Bank thinks Jorda- 
nians cannot afford to forgo 
higher returns much longer 
while waiting for it to hap- 
pen. 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Times 


Abu Dhabi seeks 
greater shipping status 


ABU DHABI I R) — Oil-rich 
Abu Dhabi is investing hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars in 
projects to become a regiona- 
la shi upping hub by 2000. a 
seaport official said Sunday. 

“We aim to become a hub 
and a key figure in the Gulf 
by the end of 1999” Abdullah 
AI Faheem. marketing and 
public relations director at 
the Abu Dhabi Seaport Au- 
thority. told Reuters. 

Abu Dhabi possesses vast 
oil wealth but its shipping 
assets are dwarfed by those of 
Dubai, its bustling neighbour 
and partner in the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) fed- 
eration. which has become 
the region's reexport and 
trade centre. 

Seaport officials say they 
are determined to boost the 
UAE capital’s shipping sta- 
tus. 

International companies 
are vying to win lucrative 
contracts under a 2.4 billion 
dirham ($654 million) plan to 


smoother route for large ves- 
sels and container ships to a 
new harbour that will carry a 
40-65 million dirham price 
tag. 

“The new access channel 
will be tendered by the Sea- 
port Authority and the pro- 
ject will start in 1997 and will 
be completed by 1999. We 
are trying to boost capacity." 
Mr. Faheem said. 


Bankers warn against 
introducing exchange 
controls in economic crisis 


develop and expand Abu 
Dhabi's Port Zaid. Mr. 


Faheem declined to name the 
firms. 

The packages will include a 
9U0 million dirham new ac- 
cess channel to the Musafa 
mini-port to provide a 


“The new harbour will also 
be built and will start in 
November of 1996 and is due 
for completion in 1998.” he 
added. 

Mr. Faheem said the access 
channel to the Musafah in- 
dustrial area is designed to 
provide an escape from big 
cargo traffic jams in Abu 
Dhabi. 

Port Zaid said Saturday it 
handled 246.000 containers in 
1995 — up 96 per cent on. 
1994. _ . . _ . ; 

Total goods traffic climbed ‘ 
by 65 per cent to 3.8 million 
tonnes and 2.078 vessels cal- 
led on rhe port in 1995. up 19 
per cent on the previous year. 

Dub3i Ports Authority said 
it handled a record 2.07 mil- 
lion containers in 1995 — up 
10 per cent on I994's 1.88 
million. 


TOKYO (AFP) — Introduc- 
ing exchange controls is not 
an appropriate response to an 
economic crisis such as that 
seen in Mexico in December 
1994. an international bank- 
ing organisation said in a 
report. 

"One of the dangers of 
capital controls is that they 
tend to scare people from 
investing.” said the Institute 
for International Finance 
(IIF), which groups the ma- 
jor world banks. 

IFF vice chairman William 
Rhodes of Citibank, present- 
ing the report in Tokyo, said 
that once in place these con- 
trols are “difficult to repeat.” 
...Charles . Dallarra. former 
assistant secretary for inter- 
national, affairs at the U-S. 
-Treasury ,and now managing 
director of IIF, added that in 
such situations it would be a 
“big mistake to conclude 
from Mexico's experience 
that it is necessary to install 
capital controls.” 

Organisation officials say 
the Mexican crisis was pro- 
voked by the “excessive de- 
pendence" 9 f Mexico on 


foreign savings, together with 
faults in the country's econo- 
mic policy. 

Despite the turbulence 
caused by this crisis, the orga- 
nisation welcomed the fact 
that the level fo private fi- 
nance invested in developing 
countries remained stable last 
year at $175 billion. 

Private money represented 
80 per cent of funds moving 
into developing countries. 

The IIF predicts that this 


flow shoudl remain stable in 
1996 for the third consecutive 
year, again at about $175 
billion. 


Due to the decrease in 
public-sector contributions 
after the settlement of the 
Mexican crisis, private funds 
could represent 94 per cent of 
the money being invested in 
these countries. However, 
they are likely to be shared 
out’ differently. 


AMMAN — The value of 
Jordan's exports in the first 
eleven months of the past 
year has increased by 27 per 
cent compared with figures of 
1994 for the same period. - 
while imports registered a 
new rise with 12.1 per cent 
for the same period, figures 
obtained from General Sta- 
tistics Department indicated 
Sunday. 

The figures, which were 
made available to the Jordan 
Times, showed also that the 
value of reexported goods 
has increased by 1 7.0 per cenr 
compared with 1994 figures. 
It registered JD 213.2 million 
($300.2 million) compared 
with JD 182.3 million ($256.7 
million) in 1994. 

Jordan's total exports 
reached JD 902.5 million 
($1.3 billion) compared wirh 
JD 710.7 million ($1.0 bil- 
lion) in 1994. Iraq, the King- 
dom's major trade partner 
received the lion's share of 
Jordan's exports with JD 

171.8 million ($241.9 million) 
in 1995 compared with JD 

93.8 million ($132. 1 million) 
in 1994. 

India came second with JD 
109 million ($153.7 million) 
compared with JD 84.0 mil- 
lion ($J 18.3 million) in 1994. 
Saudi came third with JD 
58.4 million ($82.2 million) 
compared with JD 64.6 mil- 
lion ($91.0 million) in 1994. 
followed with the United 
Arab Emirates with JD 39.2 
million ($55.1 million) com- 
pared with JD 36.4 million 
($51.2 million) in 1994. 

Exports to Syria amounted 
to JD 35.2 million ($49.6 
million) compared with JD 
.23.9 million ($33.5 million) in 
1994. to Lebanon JD 21.2 
million ($29.8 million) com- 
pared with JD 15.2 million 


($21.4 million) and to Iran 
JD 19.1 million ($26.8 mil- 
lion) compared with JD 4.4 
million ($6.1) million) in 1994. 

Italy was the Kingdom's 
largest trade partner in the 
European continent with JD 
17.5 million ($24.6 million) 
compared with JD 8.6 million 
($12.1 million) in 1994. 

The Kingdom's total im- 
ports in 1995 reached JD 2.4 
billion ($3.4 billion) com- 
pared with JD 2. 1 billion ($30 
billion) in 1994. Iraq cqme 
first among the countries 
which exported goods to the 
Kingdom with JD 288.2 mil- 
lion ($405.9 million) com- 
pared with JD 262.6 million 
($369.9 million) in 1994, fol- 
lowed by the United States 
with JD 229.9 million ($323.3 
million) compared with JD 

207.8 million ($292.6 million) 
in 1994. 

Italy came next with JD 

125.9 ($177.4 million) com- 
pared- with JD 126.1 million 
($177.5 million) in 1994 fol- 
lowed by the U.K. with 
goods worth JD 115.2 million 
($156.2 million) in 1994. 

Imports from Japan 
amounted to JD 84.7 million 
($1 19.2 million) compared 
with JD 85.8 million ($120.8 
million) in 1994. from Turkey 
JD 84.3 million ($118.7 mil- 
lion) compared with JD 5K.lt 
million ($81.7 million) in 
1994 and from Saudi Arabia 
JD 82.9 million ($1 16.8 mil- 
lion compared with JD 63.4 
million ($89.2 million) in 
1994. 

Among the major goods 
the Kingdom exported were 
phosphate, valued at JD 94.4 
($132.9 million) compared 
with JD 89.3 million ($125.7 
million) in 1994. potash 
valued JD 107.9 million 
($151.9 million) compared 
with JD 80.7 million ($113.7 
million) in 1994. 


tourism 


CAIRO (R) — The number 
of visitors to Egypt hit a 
historic high in 1995. at 3.205 
million compared wtih 2.583 
million in 1994, according to 
figures available Sunday. 

The total for the year" beat 
the previous record of about 
3.1 million set in 1992. 

The number of nights visi- 
tors spent in Egypt rose even' 
more sharply, to 20.517 milli- 
no against 15-431 million in 

1994, the figures from the 
Cabinet Office showed. 

Tourism industry sources 
attributed the boom to eco- 
nomic growth in Europe, the 
main source of tourists, and a 
decline in the number of 
attacks on tourists by mili- 
tants. 

Estimates of revenue from 
tourism were not available 
after the month of August 

1995. but in rhe first eight - 
months of last year the indus- £- 
try brought in $790 million, 
compared with '$935 million 

in the same period of the 
previous year. 

But the most dramatic in- 
creases in number of visitors 
were concentrated in the last 
four months of 1995. which 
saw 41 per cent growth over 
the same period of 1994. 

The industry's ability to 
bounce back from the prob- 
lems of 1993 and 1994 has 
encouraged substantial in- 
vestment in the sector, espe- 
cially in the sun-and-sand re- 
sorts in the Sinai Peninsula 
and on the Red Sea coast. 



THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 



THE Daily Crossword by Samuel K. Fliegner 


ACROSS 
1 Defecl 
5 Diving gear 
10 Tiff 

14 Zhivago's love 

15 N.Y. island 


17 Great amount 

18 Small change 

19 Sty sound 

20 Legal 
authorization 

23 Half-pints 

24 Rocket type 

25 Put on ice 
28 Hooters 

30 Yes — (choice 


31 Sacred: pref. 
33 Fashionable 


36 Personally 
unattainable 

40 Pandora’s — 

41 Incensed 

42 False god 

43 Charon’s river 

44 Batista 
successor 

46 Moving 
49 — of burden 
51 Decision makers 

57 Fiber plant 

58 Cease, to a 
sailor 

59 Spiral 

60 Wine bottle 

61 Carouse 

62 Long and lean 

63 Machine starter 

64 Apiary resident 

65 Advantage 
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“My parents vacationed at a nude beach! 
Mom was embarrassed, but most people 
mistook Dad for a large sea sponge.” 



THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and MJho Argirion 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



Now arrange the cJrclBd letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answBr here : 


Yssterda/s 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles; JADED WEARY HOMAGE GARLIC 
Answer: What rhe snowball fight turned into — 

A COLD WAR 


Yesterday’s puzzle solved 


DOWN 

1 Commotion 

2 French 
composer 

3 In a line 

4 Crushing defeat 

5 Boxing match 
attendant 

6 Fissure 

7 Arm bones 

8 Post on a ship 

9 Helper: abbr. 

10 Seed kin 

1 1 Artist’s need 


12 "Lou Grant" 

13 Where the 
Ginza is 

21 Regret 

22 Ship's lower 
deck 

25 Baseball’s Ty 

26 Sandwich 
cookie 

27 Chalcedony 

28 Curved molding 

29 Neighbor of 
Minn. 

31 Deception 

32 Opposite of syn. 

33 Sharp blow 

34 Seckel 

35 Woody's son 

37 Part of TNT 

38 Uninteresting 

39 Impediment 

43 Crouton kin 

44 Livestock 

45 Residue 

46 Dumas 

musketeer 

47 Racing boat 


angel dh IbB Hoi 
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Mutt’n’Jeff 



48 Beat 

49 Shout of 
approval 

50 German city 
52 Julia — Howe 


53 Always 

54 Natterjack 

55 Cherry 

56 Filmdom's 
Sommer 


CICERO, WHERE 
ARE YOU GOING 
WITH OUR. _ 


BILLY AND 
BRIAN RUBIN. 
ELLEN SPINDEL 
AND MB ARE 
«. GOING IN 
4 BUSINESS/ 




WERE 
OPENING 
A SOFT- 
DRINK 
STAND 
DOWN 
THE j 
Road/ J 


M’LOVE. 
never 
INTERFERE 

WITH 

ENTERPRISING 

VfcUNGSTERS 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Central Bank of Jordan 

The Central Bank of Jordan announces that, in 
conformity with the law of the Central Bank and the 
bylaw of the Issuance of Jordanian Currency No. 
(11) year 1995, a modified third issue JD 5 and JD 
1/2 banknotes will be put in circulation as from 
Monday 12/2/1996. 

The specifications of the new notes are 
completely the same as the notes currently in 
circulation, except for the following modifications:- 
* The phrase "The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" 
In Arabic has been added to the front of the notes. 
' The phrase “ The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan" 
in English has been added to the back. 

’ The dates ( both the Hejira and Gregorian ) in 
Arabic has been placed to the right of the dates in 
English on the back of the notes. 

The modified notes will circulate alongside the 
existing notes and all shall remain in circulation as 
legal tender. 


Jews attack Swiss banks’ assessment 
of lost Jewish holdings 


GENEVA (AFP) — Jewish 
organisations have attacked 
an assessment by Swiss bunks 
that they were' holding less 
than S3U million in unclaimed 
funds presumed deposited by 
Jewish victims of Nd*i 
persecution. 

The Swiss Bankers Asso- 
ciation (ASB) published (he 
assessment Wednesday after 
its 4U0 members investigated 
accounts which were opened 
by foreigners before IM45 but 
hud no known holders today. 

The association said a total 
of 3S.7 million Swiss francs 
($32 million) was involved, 
including interest, of which 
28. 5 million francs were pre- 
sumed ro have belonged iu 
Jews living in Germany or 
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German -occupied territories 
during World War U. 

Association official Jean- 
Paul Chaputs said the estima- 
tion of billions nf dollars 
which had been uued in the 
press had no bar>is in reality. 

But Avraham Burg, head 

of Israel's semi-govenimcnul 
Jewish Agency, accused the 
Swiss banks of evading their 
moral responsibility to survi- 
vors of I he Holocaust and 
their families, adding: "What 
have they to hide?" 

"Fifty years jfter the 
event, we were expecting a 
little more sensitivity from 
the ASB and the Swiss gov- 
ernment," Mr. Burg said. 

The head of the World 
Jewish Congress, Edgar 
.•Bronfman, also accused ihe. 
Swiss banks of showing a lack 
of responsibility to Holocaust 
victims. 

ASB spokeswoman Silvia 
Matile said the bankers were 
surprised at the reaction. 


"We are aware of the tragic 
aspect of the past, we had a 
very acute sense of responsi- 
bility. and i cannot explain 
this violence ot tone.” 

Mr. Bronfman anJ other 
Jewish officials had mef the 
bankers last year along with 
Swiss President Kuspar Villi- 
ger in 3 new atmosphere after 
years of bitterness 01 er 
Switzerland's wartime treat- 
ment of Jews. 

Mr. Vilhgei had apolo- 
gised for the period, when 
Swiss Hanks look care of *>old 
seized h> the Nazis and Swiss 
authorities closed rfie coun- 
try's borders to Jewish re- 
fugees. 

Lasi September an office 
was set up to track down 
unclaimed Jewish assets and 
their eventual rightful own- 
ers, which has so Tar received 
323 claims. 

"In some cases the applica- 
tions dearly came from very 
old people, llieir letters were 


difficult to read, the neces- 
sary documentation was rare- 
ly provided, and the pre- 
sumption of assets tn Switzer- 
land had only a vague basis." 
an official said. 

Often, he said, it was mor- 
re a matter of hope than 
certainty. 

Rolf Block, head of the 
association of Swiss Jewish 
communities, acknowledged 
the problems, quoting a letter 
from a Bulgarian which gave 
only the vaguest of details 

Mr. Bloch expressed regret 
that the ASB's conclusions 
were released to the press 
first, saying the reported sum 
was "low." He hoped that 
unclaimed funds would be 
distributed among Jewish 
organisations by the Swiss 
banks, which had set up their 
anonymous numbered 
accounts precisely because 
Germany in (he lVoiJs made 
depositing assets abroad an 
offence punishable by death 


Telecom industry 
moves off starting blocks 
with deregulation bill 


WASHINGTON 1 AIP) — 
Ttie telecommunications in- 
dustry jumped off the starting 
blocks Thursday as President 
Bill Clinton signed a sweep- 
ing deregulation hill that 
opens up compel ition and 
breaks down most industry 
barriers. 

The law ends monopolies 
in cable television and local 
telephone service, while 
freeing companies in the tril- 
lion dollar telecommunica- 
tions industry to operate 
across geographic and indus- 
try boundaries. 

AT and T and MCI Com- 
munications. which up to 
now have been restricted to 
long-distance telephone ser- 
vice, both said shortly alter 
the signature they will begin 
offering local services now 
that the bill has become law. 

"The gloves are off and wc 
are now fre« to take on the _ 
monopolies head-on." said 
Nale Davis,--:CbieC operating 
officer for MCl^s- local service 
subsidiary .“‘‘which said it 
would offer service in 24 
cities this year. 

"We’re ready to play. 
We’re ready to win." said 
Robert Allen, chairman of 
AT and T. whose near 
monopoly on national phone 
service was broken up a de- • 
cade ago. Mr. Allen said that 


by March 1. AT and T will 
have taken the initial steps to 
provide local services in all 5u 
states. 

British-based Cable and 
Wireless also said it would 
enier local telephone service 
in at least seven states. 

Most of the so-called Baby- 
Bells. or regional telephone 
companies formed from the 
1984 breakup, said they plan 
begin entering the S7U billion 
long-distance market in com- 
petition with AT and T and 
MCI. 

"We’re going to announce 
the first "step (into long- 
distance) next week.” said 
James Cullen of Bell Atlan- 
tic. 

“This (law) knocks down 
all the boundaries, so we're 
relatively free to compete, 
either immediately or going 
through a process of six to 
nine months." he added. 

The bill, the result of 
months of squabbling among 
industries and politicians, is 
the first major overhaul of a 
1934 law regulating com- 
munications. 

The bill includes a hotly 
contested provision banning 
obscenity on the Internet — 
which is expected to face an 
immediate court challenge 
from civil libertarians. 

It also requires manufac- 


turers of television Sets to 
include a "V-chip" that 
allows parents to hlock access 
to violent programming. Mr. 
Clinton said he would meet 
with broadcast representa- 
tives later this month in an 
effort to devise a TV rating 
system similar to one used for 
films. 

The law additionally lifts 
many restrictions on broad- 
cast ownership, increasing 
the limit on broadcasters to 
35 per cent of the national 
market, up from 25 per cent. 

It is expected to encourage 
further mergers and acquisi- 
tions such as those already 
concluded bringing together 
cable, broadcast, telephone 
and entertainment com- 
panies. 

Some mega-mergers have 
already taken place in anti- 
cipation of the liberalisation, 
including Disney’s $19 billion 
acquisition of Capital Cities; 
ABC. Time Warner's S7.5 
billion deal with Turner 
Broadcasting and Westing- 
house's S5.4 billion buyout of 
CBS. 

"This is like going to the 
information rodeo. Just get 
vour best grip and hang on.” 
Barry Johnson. AT and T's 
regional director of corporate 
affairs, said last week. 
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Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



Furnished /Unfurnished 
Semi Villa For Rent 

m Sweifieh , 4 bedrooms, 

4 bathrooms. 

Other furnished / unfurnished 
villas, Hals for sale or rent are 
available. 

Abdoun Real Estate 

Tel. 810605, 810609, 
810520 


STUDIO ^AIG 
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1 Hour Service / 


Develop your colour film at 
our chop and get:- 

• JUMBO j pbmtm 
JO % 


Frmm anlarfa- 

20 x 30 cm 
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Hotel 
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-SECURITY 
^-HOSPITALITY 
GASTRONOMY , 


AiS Suites Hotel 
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863944 - 816690 


Cafe' 

Hamburgers + Pizzas 

ELITE CAFE' 

Sweifiyeh 


9ANABEL 
REAL ESTATE 


Deluxe Villas 
\8lAppartments\ 
in Amman 

for farther (Ms pbse call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 
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Quality Furnished Suites 


DOLLAR 


pcs - M 
cue 

rodaV,*, 

aI stf 

1 sh of! . 

«*! SV 

x nJ pr 

oh 1 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

Shmeiscmi 

Tel: 6 93399 
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R.e£ tcu6fia#t£ 

"Teppanyaki 
Sashimi 
Sushi 




For Res. 812997 - 8141 16 
Mecca SI. Cnoud Center 



One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5th Circle * 692672 


FOR YOUR !| 
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TEL 7S8180 
RADIO & TV STATION RO.j 


Abdoun - Tel : 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 





RENT A CAR 


We try . 

batf der ' 


Main office 

King Abdallah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 
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A review of news from the Arabic press . 
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Kalaldeh: 1,410 vessels docked at 
Aqaba port last year 


A TOTAL of 1,410 vessels, 60 of which were tourism 
ships carrying 10.000 tourists, docked at Aqaba last year. 
Captain Mohammad Kaialdeh. president of the Maritime 
Shipping Agents, has said. In 1994, only 34 tourism ships 
carrying 7,700 tourists, arrived at Aqaba. Captain Kalaldeh 
indicated that imports in transit unloaded at Aqaba 
amounted to 700.000 tonnes of grain, sugar and rice. The 
number of containers unloaded at AqabaT last year totalled 
58.000 whereas the number of containers loaded for 
exports totalled 12.500. The president said that at the end 
of 1995 there was a total of 53 licensed companies operating 
as shipping agents compared with 46 companies at the end 
of 1994 ( Al RaU 

Nuqul urges government to lower 
customs fees on imported frozen 
chicken 

tJ* ELIA NUQUL, president of the General Association 
of Foodstuff Traders, reminded the government of his 
warning last year that by hiking customs fees to 50 per cent 
on frozen chicken, importers would not be interested in 
importing this product and, as a result, there will be a 
shortage of chicken in the local market and prices will rise. 
Noting that such a situation is being witnessed in the 
market at present and that prices of chicken have risen as 
high JO 1.700 per kilogramme. Mr. Nuqul demanded that 
customs fees on imported frozen chicken be lowered to one 
per cent with a 20 per cent additional tax pius the 
slaughterhouse and veterinary charges. He explained that 
these rates were fair to protect locafproduciion and a good 
equation to protect the poor in the first place as well as 
maintaining the benefit of local poultry farmers. As such, 
he said, whenever there is a shortage of chicken me?.:, 
importes would step in to import sufficient quantities :o 
plug the shortage gap. 

Noting that the Ministry of Supply has slopped importing 
frozen chicken and that traders were refraining from 
importing this product due to high customs fees, Mr? Nuqul 
expects prices to rise even higher. He pointed to high 
demand, low supply of chicken due to weather conditions 
and high prices of red meat as other factors that will 
contribute to higher chicken prices (Al Aswaq). 
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Cairo Amman Bank 
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New York Closing Rates fur Major Currencies A gainst the 
L'-S.DotLu- 


Ifilntunlr M rwn for amount. c\ccc&i<£ ! 
Central Bank of Jordan Exchange 
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Rate Bulletin 
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Currents 
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UJS. Dollar 
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Swiss Franc 
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1JS5 

1.53 

1.95 

French Franc 

*20 

4.30 

4.16 
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Japanese Yen 

033 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(February 5 -February 9, 1996) 

AMMAN — The U.S. unit depreciated modestly against 
the mark and Sterling last week, while appreciating against 
the yen. It ended the week 0.40 per cent lower against 
Sterling. 0.41 percent lower against the murk, and O.nI per 
cent higher against the yen. 

The dollar depreciated against other major currencies 
Monday, especially against the mark. The U.S. unit lost 
ground when it failed to stay above the I.4S5D marks 
support level during Asian and early European trading 
hours. Meanwhile, analysts indicated that the dollar should 
appreciate against the yen in coming weeks. 

The U.S. unit continued its depreciation against the yen 
and sterling Tuesday, while appreciating against the mark. 
Reports indicated that bargain-hunters rook the opportun- 
ity of lower dollar exchange rate against the mark to add to 
their long dollar positions, which lent support to the results 
had little impact on exchange rates as dealers were waiting 
for the ten and thirty years auction outcome the following 
day and Thursday, respectively. 

The dollar rose against other major currencies Wednes- 
day. Reports indicated that the dollar continued its 
appreciation that starred in Tokyo earlier that day on news 
that the Bank of Japan intervened in the market and 
bought dollars. Reports also indicated that traders who 
liquidated their long dollar positions prev iously. came back 
and took new positions, which was cited as a factor that 
supported the dollar. A report showing that the U.S. 
international trade deficit had shrunk by 13.5 per cent in 
November to stand at S7.tki billion, failed to affect 
exchange rates. 

The U.S. unit depreciated against other major currencies 
Thursday, however. Analysts indicated that news that the 
Jupanoe Finance Ministry took several steps to encourt.ge 
foreign investments had little impact on the d. s l ! ■:-• cn 
rates. 

The dollar traded in narrow ranges against the mark and 
the >en. while appreciating against sterling. Analysts 
indicated that the dollar came under pressure when a, 
Bundesbank official hinted that German interest rates may 
hold steady. Meanwhile, the dollar’s rise against sterling 
was attributed to news of bomb blast in London. The nous 
prompted many dealers to trim their long sterling positions 
and huv safe haven dollar. 

The U.S. unit. thus, ended the week at 1.476U marks 
1U7.UUU yen and at SI .531)6 io the pound. 



















































































Sports 



France's Guy Forget (left) smiles as his team- Carlsen and Frederick Fetterlein of Denmark, 
mate Guillaume Raoux (right I jokes around on during the France/Denmark Davis Cup tennis 
the court during their match against Kenneth 1st leg in Besancon (Reuters photo! 

U.S., Germany, Sweden 
advance in Davis Cup 


LONDON (R) — The de- 
fending champions United 
States. Germany. Sweden 
and France, who have all won 
the Davis# Cup in the 1990s. 
clinched places in the World 
Group quarter-finals on the 
second day of their first 
round ties on Saturday. 

Patrick McEnroe and Pat- 
rick Galbraith put the United 
States up an unbeatable 3-U 
in their best-of-five Davis 
Cup tie with Mexico by de- 
feating Oscar Ortiz and 
Leonardo Lavelle 7-6 19-7). 
6-4. 6-3 in Carlsbad. Califor- 
nia. 

Victory in the doubles also 
saw the Czech Republic. 3-0 
up against Hungary in Plzen, 
reach the last eight and a 
quarter-final dash with the 
Americans. 

Cyril Suk and Daniel 
Vacek saved four match 
points in a third-set tie-break 
as they fought back to beat 
Gabor Koeves and Sandor 
Noszalv 6-7. 6-7. 7-6. 6-4. 
6-4. 

Germany, who won the 
final in 1993 for the third time 
in six years, meet 1991 win- 
ners France after competing a 
3-0 rout of Switzerland in 
Geneva despite the absence 
of their injured top player 
Boris Becker. 

The Germans made light of 
also having to do wfthout 
Michael Stich in the singles to 
carry a 2-0 lead into the 
second day. on which Stich 
teamed up with Davis Prino- 
sil for a 6-2. 7-5. 6-2 win over 


Jakob Hlasek and Alexandre 
Strambini. in for the injured 
Marc Rosset. 

Guv Forget and Guillaume 
Raoux came from behind to 
beat Danish pair Kenneth 
Ca risen and Frederik Fetier- 
lein 4-6. 6-3. 7-6. 6-3 in Be- 
sancon and secure a quarter- 
final berth for France. 

Sweden, winners in 1994. 
cruised to an easy victory 
over Belgium in Katrineholm 
without dropping a set in 
three matches to'date. Jonas . 
Bjorkman and Nikias Kulti 
winning their first ever dou- 
bles together against Filip 
Dewolf and Dion Norman. 


because of rain with the Indi- 
an 3-2 up in the deciding set. 

Russia, losing finalists for 
the last two years, continued 
to have a tough time againsr 
.an inspired underdog Italian 
team and trail 2-1 in their 
fight for a quarter-final berth 
against either Austria or 
south Africa. 

Andrea Gaudenzi. who 
came from behind to beat 
Andrei Chesnokov in five 
sets in the opening singles on 
Friday, and Diego Nargiso 
won the doubles in another 
come-from- behind five-set 
victory. 

Nargiso and Gaudenzi. 


Premier League roundup 


Wihdat maintain 
narrow lead 

By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An interesting week awaits the Kingdom's 
soccer fans as the final round of the Premier League 
competition kicks off Tuesday and concludes Friday Feb- 

16. 

Following the results of the past week A1 Wihdat 
maintained their lead with 45 points after their 2-1 win over 
A1 Hussein. 

Ai Ramtha trail closely behind with 43 points after a 4-0 
win over Al Ramtha and AI Faisali are third with 42 , 
following a 4-0 win over last-placed Al Ruxseifa. 

While Al Wihdat have die strongest chance to retain the 
tide as they next fare Al Baqaa who have already been 
relegated, Al Ramtha and Ai Faisali also have slim chances 
only with a complicated set of possibilities that include Al 
Wihdat's defeat. 

The otbeT teams in the competition do not even have a 
chance for runner up position. Kufrsoum are now fourth 
after a 1-1 draw with Al Jalil while Al Qadissteb dropped to 
fifth after a 2-0 defeat to Al Jazireh who moved up to 
seventh. 

Al Hussein, who had led the standings at the outset of 
the competition, now find themselves in eighth place after 
their loss to Al Wihdat. 

AJ Baqaa, Sahab, Al Jalil and Al Russeifa who dropped 


and that was apparent when only 7 Sahab players showed 
up for their match against Al Ramtha. 

Standings after 21st week 



Auxerre put the heat on PSG 


DAVIS CUP 


“We won easily even wiih- 
out Stefan Edbere. hut 1 
know he will be 'available 
when we need him later on." 
said Sweden's non-plaving 
captain Carl- Axel Hageskog. 

The Swedes go on to meet 
the winners of the tie be- 
tween India and the Nether- 
lands in Jaipur where the 
Dutch went 2-1 up with Paul 
Haarhuis and Jacco Eltingh's 
3-6. 6-2. 7-6. 6-4 win over 
Leander Paes and Mahesh 
Bhupathi in the doubles. 

Earlier on Saturday. Bhu- 
pathi completed a "five-set 
win over Jan Siememick to 
level the tie after their singles 
was carried over from Frida v 


preferred to Stefano Pescoso- 
lido at the last moment by 
captain Adriano Panatta. 
beat Yevgeny Kafelnikov and 
Andrei Olhovskiv 6-4. 2-6. 
5-7. 7-6. 6-4. ' 

Italy's unlikely hero was 
Nargiso. ranked 159th in the 
world. “Nargiso played in- 
credibly well, much’ better 
than he usually does," world 
number six Kafelnikov said. 

South Africa and Austria 
are locked 1-1 in Johannes- 
burg after the doubles was 
stopped by rain with Wayne 
Ferreira and Gary Muller 
leading Thomas Muster and 
Alex Antonirsch 6-3. 7-6. 6-7. 
1 - 2 . 


PARIS (AFP) — Auxerre 
closed to within three points 
of French league leaders 
Paris St. Germain on Satur- 
day with a 2-0 win over 10- 
man Lyon. 

Chrisrophe Cocard opened 
the scoring after 13 minutes 
and Lyon were down to 10 
men soon afterwards when 
Florian Maurice was dismis- 
sed for a second bookable 
offence. Bernard Diomede 
sealed the victory in the 80th 
minute. 

The three-point gap may 
be shortlived as PSG were 
due to play Montpellier on 
Sunday night. Third-placed 
Metz have meanwhile had 
their match with fourth- 
placed Monaco postponed 
because of the arctic weather 
conditions - 





Scotland's Colin McRae is shown in action during the 14th lap in his Subaru during the world championship-opening 
Sweetish Rally in Karlstad (Reuters photo) 

Makinen wins hard fought Swedish Rally 


KARLSRAD. Sweden (R) — Finn Tommi Makinen hung 
on superbly to clinch victory in a drama-filled finish to the 
World Championshi -opening Swedish Rally on Sunday. 

Makinen led almost throughout, keeping his Mitsubishi 
just ahead of Carlos Sainz' Ford, even though he had to 
plough tracks for his rivals through fresh snow. 

Sainz produced one of the drives of the rally, harrying 
Makinen on stages he had never driven at competitive 
speeds. He closed the gap io 22 seconds and looked 
well-placed to snatch the lead but a broken shock absorber 
on the last stage forced him to settle for second. 

World champion Colin McRae of Britain was third. 


recovering strongly from lyre problems and a minor 
accident at the start of the rally. 

“It could have been better." McRae said. “If the tyres 
had been all right we could have won. It's a bit frustrating, 
but at least we got some points." 

Finn Juha Kankkunen had to settle for fourth with his 
Toyota no match for McRae’s Subaru in the snow. 

Former world champion Ari Vatanen escaped unhurt 
when he crashed his Ford at almost 200 kph when battling 
Swede Kennerh Erikkson for fifth place - 
The next round of the World Championship is Kenya's 
Safari Rally in April. 


Reigning champions 
Nantes finished up being 
trounced 3-1 by newly- 
promoted Guingamp. despite 
having taken a 1-0 lead 
throug an own-goal and seen 
their goalkeeper Dominique 
Casagrande save a penalty 
from Xavier Gravelaine. 

Alas, Casagrande failed to 
stop a second spot-kick in the 
37th minute and Guingamp 
went 2-1 up just before half- 
time when Gravelaine made 
amends for his penalty miss. 
Stephane Carnot got his 
second of the match and 
Guingamp’s third. 

Lens saw their hopes of a 
title challenge dashed in Cor- 
sica. They went down 3-2 to 
Bastia in a match which de- 
generated into a free-for-all 
at the end. 


Mutola 

breaks 

18 -year-old 

record 

BIRMINGHAM ( R ) * — 
Maria Mutola of Mozambi- 
que set a women's l.(KN) 
metres indoor world record 
at an athletics meeting on 
Saturday. 

Mutoiji won in a time of 
rwo minutes 32.08 seconds to 
break the previous record ot 
2:34.8 set by German Brigitte 1 
Kraus in Dortmund in 1978. ! 

Old 400 metres hurdles riv- 
als Sandra Farmer- Patrick of | 
the United States and Bri- 
tain's Olympic champion Sal- 
ly Gunnell were both disqual- 
ified in their race. i 

The American rounded on 
officials, complaining: “It 
was their mistake for not 
telling us where the break 
was." 

The pair shared a photo- 
finish with Jamaicans Deon 
Hemmings and Juliet Camp- 
bell in a rough-house rare 
with Hemmings getting the 
verdict ahead of her compat- 
riot in a time of 53.16secs. 

Gunnell, who began her 
comeback after a heel injury 
last weekend, said: “i wanted 
to give it a real go and it was 
good to be leading into rhe 
final bend." 

Tony Jarrett of Britain 
beat world indoor and out- 
door high -hurdles champion 
Allen JotniMut oi the United 
Slates in the 61) meters hur- 
dles in 7.62 seconds. 
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Chicago Bolls guard Michael Jordan (centre) Knicks centre Patrick Ewing (left) and Char- 
makes his first public appearance at a practice ■ lode Hornets forward Glen Rice watch Jordan 
session for the NBA's All-Star Weekend in take a pass (Renters photo) 
downtown San Antonio. Texas. New York 



Orlando Magic seven foot one inch tall centre Alexander Golmesky following the NBA’s Afl- 
ShaquDle O'Neal (right) receives some advice Star practice session in San Antonio (Reuters 
from former USSR Olympic basketball coach photo) 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITHOMAH SHARTF 
&TANNAH HIRSCH 

OIWS TiWma Mkm &n*CM. Inc. 

CHOICES, 

Both vulnerable. South deals. 


NORTH 
*10 6 2 
6 J 10 
OAKQJ7 
* Q 8 2 

EAST 

*73 

6 A 9 7532 
01062 
*K5 


WEST 
* Q 5 4 
OKQ4 
0543 
*10763 


SOUTH 
* A K JOS 
086 
098 
*AJ94 

The bidding: 

SOUTH WEST NORTH EAST 
1* Paw 20 Psaa 


CHOICES 
2* Pks> 4* 


Opening lead: King of 6 

If you eon see that, led to his enro 
devices, declarer will make the con- 
tract. look for a way that will pre- 
sent declarer with a losing alterna- 
tive. East Tound the way on this 
deal. 

Note North's jump to four spades 
on the second round of the auction. 
That is the Principle of Fast Arrival 
which, in modem methods, denotes 
a minimum for the initial response 
— a raise to three spades would be 
stronger, since it leaves room to 
investigate slam below game level. 

West led the king of hearts 
continued with the queen. It was 
obvious to East declarer had the ace 


of clubs for the opening bid and, 
with a Eve diamond tricks waiting 
to be taken in dummy, the defend- 
ers would need a trick in fdi black 
suit to defeat the contract. Left 
alone, declarer would play 00 
trumps, losing a trick if necessary, 
and then run diamonds. 

There was only one hope, and 
East went for it. At trick two the 
defender overtook the qneen with 
the ace hearts, rfipn shifted w the 
Eve of dubs away from the king. 
Declarer might well have staked 
everything on one of two black-suit 
finesses but. convinced that the 
king of clubs was in the West band, 
chose an alternative line. 

South rose with the ace of chibs 
and banged down the ace aid king 
of spades. When the queen did i 
drop, declarer started to ran the 
diamonds. All would have been ™ 
had the defender with the quMB °f 
trumps also held four diamonds- 
But West was able to niff the fourth 
diamond as declarer in#* only two 
club pitches, and the Ving of dobs 
was the setting trick. 


CINEMA 


TEL 634144 CINEMA 


TEL 699238 CINEMA 


TEL 677420 


PHILADELPHIA 


Tom Hanks 

in 

Forrest 


Shows: 1230. 3:00, &30, ftOO p.m. 


PLAZA 


Nabieleh Oubead/safiyah Al 
Omaree/Farouq Feeshawi 

in 

Atabeht Al Sett at 
(ladle's Step) 
Arabic 

Shows: 12:30, 2:15 .6:45. 8:30. !0:‘i0 


CONCORD 


CONCORD “1” 

On Deadly Ground 

Shows: 12:30, 2:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

* Jim Carrie 

Shows: 2:30, 6:15 


AMM0UN THEATRE & * u- l. , ^ 

r ,Mcu a / Nabl1 & Hisham g Theatre 

UN fcMA/lEL: 618274 -618275 TEL: 625155 


Adel Imam & Yusra 


Birds of 
Darkness 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 


Ahlan Tatbie>iay J j 

Welcome Normalisation 

Shows: 8:30 p.m. ^ 

For reservation call 625155 t. 
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nicks, Spurs make four-player deal 


;WTQRK (API The New York K dicks got rid of jv^ti 
. Ig-ierm contracts, one hclmtgmg. io the funs' !c.tst- 
tvouritc pliiscr. the other belonging m ;i \eJdi>m-useJ 
comi-year veteran 

„ J* return, they gm two rote pl.sxers. their Hurd iirst- 
^rtwitd pick in next summer’s American National Baste thal! 
^Association draft and — most intportantls ~ millions of 
^dollars worth o! room to manoeuvre in the league's first 
' ockhusier unresirietcd free-. 15 .vn: market 
Such was the upshot u! the trade that sent forwards 
EfcCharies Smith and Monty V, ilium:. t»> (he S.ut Antonin 
f5?5purx tor Brad Uohaus. J.R. Reid «nd a (irvi-roiircd draft 
pick. 

Both teams are dome well in their conference races, the 
.Knicks having the fourth-best record m the east, the Spurs 
^having the second-best mark in :lie west Bu! ho'h 
addressed their needs for tins season and fretnud 
The Spurs will Use Smith at power torw.ird. hopim* he 
Si can replace some of the rebounding and defence that the' 


line nf David Robmsnn. Charles Smith and Sean Elliott is 
going to he among the hest m the NBA." 

The Knieks will use Lohaus as J lennimate 3-puinl tliieat 
and will let Rod move into Smith's role as a backup 
forward. By getting rid of two long- lei m contracts, New 
York .list* will have a shot at quickly rebuilding its aging 
team 


traded away when Dennis Rodman was dealt to the 


Chicago Bulls. 

• "He is a proven veteran who can both scene and defend. 

brings a great deal of experience and leadership to our 
jethji." General Manager Gregg Popovich v.ul Out front 


"Now wc have three tii si •round picks, and it also was 
important to free some Hilary cap room for the summer." 
General Manager Ernie Grunfeld said. "The players we 
pot in return will allow us to sisi\ at a very high competitive 
level. We ll still be competitive in the piu volts. Reid can 
help us till some of the void, and our younger players will 
get an opportunity to play more." 

Smith has three years Jett on a six-year 121 million 
contract and Williams has two years remaining on a $3 
million deal. Reid's eon tract expires at the end ol the 
season and Lohaus has one year left at S55U.UUO. 

When this season ends, the Knicks will Ik* between S7.5 
and SS million under the salary cap and can use the money 
tv' lure one or more high-profile unrestricted free agenis 
next summer. Among those available will he Reggie Miller. 
Tim Hardaway. Juwan Howard and Kenny Anderson 
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: on course 

LONDON t AFP ) — A 
• dramatic debut by Faustino 
-'-Asprilla. just three hours af- 
- ter (he Colombian flew m 
. from Italy, inspired Pre- 
‘ miership leaders^ Newcastle 

■ to a 2-1 win over Middles- 
I brough on Saturday. 

Newcastle, aiming lor rheir 

■ first ride in ny years, pre- 
served their ninc-puint lead 
after record 6.7 million 
pound (II million dollar) 
signing Asprilla instigated a 
Stirring fight back. 

The 26-year-old Col- 
umbian had been expected to 
watch Newcastle's game from 
the main stand of Middles- 
brough's lavish new River- 
side Stadium. 

But manager Keegan sur- 
prisingly named the striker .is 
3 substitute, introducing him 
to the rough-and-tumble of 
the Premiership with 23 mi- 
nutes to go and with his side 
trailing to a first half own 
goal. 

Keegan's side were lacing 
only their fourth league de- 
feat of the season after John 
Beresford turned Brasilian 
star Juninho's 37th minute 
cross into his own net. 

But within seven minutes 
of coming on, a piece of 
dazzling skill on the left flank 
by Asprilla provided ^he 
; oppomi nity for Steve Watson 

i- “*'*'*■■ --'JpMo head Newcastle level. 

England striker Les Ferdi- 
nand, capitalising on u terri- 
ble error by goalkeeper Gary 
Walsh 12 minutes from time, 
condemned Bryan Robson's 
Boro to their seventh con- 
secutive league defeat. 

Asprilla. who donned 
Newcastle's famous black 
. and white stripes shortly after 
flying in from Milan, admit- 
•; j6d he had not expected to be 
'■ given the chance to make 
- such a spectacular iniroduc- 

* tjon, 

“When the club hadn’t got 
^ the work permit yesterday I 
\ -didn’t think I'd be able to 
y Mjlay for a while." said Aspril- 
••’3a, who was only denied a 
.-. debut goal by a fine Gary 
' Walsh save. 

* He added: "I am just so 

* happy that it's gone so well 
for me. As soon as I went out 



IBM computer beats Kasparov 


PHILADELPHIA (R)- An 
IBM computer called Deep 
Blue made chess history on 
Saturday by comfortably 
beating world champion 
Carry Kasparov, marking a 
machine's first victory under 
classic tournjmcnt rules. 

Deep blue, playing with 
the advantage of The while 
pieces, forced the Russian 
grandmaster to resign on the 
37th move in the first game of 
a six-game match after sur- 
rounding his King with pieces 
and winning material in a 
relentless attack. 

With five games left from 
Sunday until next Saturday, 
grandmasters believe the 
game would also be signifi- 
cant to the outcome of the 
contest, which is worth 
$400,000 to the winner and 
SI 00 ,000 to the loser. 

Although computer prog- 
rammes have beaten grand- 
masters ineluding Kasparov 
in games lasting five, 30 or 60 
minutes, this was the first win 
for a machine in a classical 
chess format. Each player 
had two hours in which' to 
make 40 moves, two hours to 
complete the next 20 and 
then an hour to end the 


Newcastle Cniled’s new Colombian signing 
Faustino Asprilla falls to the ground after 
being tackled by Middlesbrough defenders 


during their Premiership 
photo) 


match (Reuters 




there, with the fans shooting 
fur me I felt comfoi table and 
I know I am going to enjoy 
playing for Newcastle." 

Keegan, who admitted his 
side were well below their 
best, praised the man he has 
spent weeks trying to sign. 

He said; "He is a naturally 
fit lad even though he has 
barely played in the last two 
and a half months but he just 
sparked us off. 

"Before the game I told 
him we'd send him on if we 
were two up. I didn’t think he 
bad to go on when we were a 
goal down but he did fantasti- 
cally well and showed just 
what a great player ran do.*’ 
he added. 

Second-placed Manchester 
United completed the double 
over champions Blackburn 
iwtft a J-0 victory at Old 
Trafford. former England 


Winger Lee Sharpe grabbing 
his first goal since September 
in the 14th minute. 

United manager Alex Fer- 
guson swallowed his dis- 
appointment after hearing 
news of the Newcastle result 
which kept the gap between 
the two remaining nine points 
with 12 game remaining. 

Ferguson said: "I thought 
it was going to be a good day 
when 1 heard the half-time 
score up ui Middlesbrough. 
But we can only keep on 


doing what we’re doing. 

"Newcastle have got some 
tough away games to come 
and obviously we hope they 
drop points in those games. 
That's the kev to it all for 


us. 

Aston Villa maintained 
their bid tor a UEFA Cup 
spot with Trinidadian Dwight 
Yorkc, who scored twice in 
last weekend's 3-0 win over 
Leeds, again grabbing a dou- 
ble to condemn bottom club 
Bolton to a 2-0 home defeat. 


game. 

Saturday's game was over 
in three hours. Deep Blue 
having used one hour and 10 
minutes and Kasparov one 
hour and 55 minutes. 

"Deep Blue had no fear," 
said grandmaster Joel Ben- 
jamin, who worked with the 
IBM team of programmers in 
its final preparation. "If it 
does not see a winning attack 
for its opponent it just press- 
es on. It saw everything and it 
was right." 

The computer programme 
selected an opening of the 
Sicilian defence known to 
chess experts as the “C3 Sici- 
lian." It had become popular 
in the last 10 years as a way to 
avoid the sharpest attacking 
options of the black pieces. 

Kasparov, 32, sitting on a 
raised platform opposite a 
video display terminal and an 
IBM programmer receiving 
the moves over the internet 
computer network from 
Yorklown heights. New 
York, was in (rouble as early 
as the 13th move when the 
computer thrust a knight at 
his queen. 


■i 
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HAYAT AMMAN 
SUITES HOTEL 


Tel. 837175 
Fax. 837172 


Anion* 0 lRf 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

Consisting of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, 
bathrooms, kitchen, deluxe furniture. Location: Al 
Rabia. 

Also unfurnished 3 bedrooms-apartment available for 
rent in Sport City area. 

Please call Tel: 681201 


SIOTHERAPIST^*//^ 

*9^* Ziad Orth &SpinaI Centre " u ' r --c 
in Jabal Amman 

is looking for a female physiotherapist 


,l> call 6 506 5 5 1 0-3 p. m 


Outstanding opportunity to manage a unique 
educational institution 

DIRECTOR 

A dynamic individual wanted to join our exciting, creative 
interactive team. The successful candidate should have the 
ability to manage challenging situations in an academic 
environment Persona! commitment, flexible scheduale and 
willingness to work long hours is a must. Planing, 
implementing and supervising is an important part of this job. 
Should be people oriented and able to create a smooth 
working atmosphere. Job site 30 km from Amman. 

Job requirements: .... 

1. ' Perfect command of English is a must, additional 

languages considered a plus. * . 

2. Masters or Ph.D. in Architecture, Archaeology, Fine Arts 

or related fields, 

3. At least 5 years continuous management expenence. 

4. Jordanian nationality. 

Send resume and cover letter to: 

P.0.Box 961093, Amman 11196, Jordan. 

Deadline for receiving applications is February 24, 1996. 
Please include a telephone number where you can be 
contacted. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


The Indonesian Embassy in Amman has 
the honour to inform all public and 
Jordanian institutions that as of 1st. 
January, 1 996, the Chancery has moved 
from Abdoun to its new location: 


6th Circle, South Um Uthaina, Amman 
(next to Amra Hotel) P.O.Box 811784 
Ph: 828911/12, 821648, 813232 
Fax: 828380 


This Year Make Your 



REALLY SPECIAL 



OUR LIMOUSINE CHAUFFEUR 
WILL BE PLEASED TO PICK YOU UP RIGHT ON TIME 
FROM YOUR PLACE TO THE HOTEL fit BACK, 

OUR MAITRE D'HOTEL 

WILL BE EXPECTING YOU FOR A RED CANDLE LIGHT DINNER. 

OUR CHEF 


HAS PREPARED A MEAL OF 

Seafood Platter 
Sweet-heart Sorbet 
Tender Filet Of Beef 
& a “ Heart F orever ** Dessert 


WE NEVER FORGET. 

A SURPRISE AOD5 A TOUCH 
OURS IS 

Rutanica flowers 


ojm 



FOR RESERVATIONS DIAL 607100. EXT 103 AND MAKE IT QUICK 


AC M ( hr.. C hallenge* 
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World chess champion Garry Kasparov Champion, for $500,000 in prize money (Reu- 
matebes his genius against the IBM's Deep lers pbotoj 
Blue. the ACM International Computer Chess 


Holding his head in his 
hands and grimacing over the 
chessboard. Kasparov spent a 
valuable 30 minutes in deep 
thought before making his 
reply. By the middiegame. 
Kasparov's pawn structure 
was in disarray. As Deep 
Blue marshalled its pieces to 
attack, the wrold champion's 
counterattack folded. 

“Kasparov decided to go 
on to the attack because in 
his judgement it was a forced 
win." said grandmaster Yas- 
ser Seirauan. who led rhe 
commentary in a separate 
room for more than 200 spec- 
tators. “He overlooked a 
very critical defensive move 
that would have given him an 
advantage." 


Seirawan. who predicted a 
resounding victory for Kas- 
parov before the match 
started, said he was now 
seriously rethinking that 
view . 

The IBM programmers, 
who spent six years develop- 
ing deep blue, were jubilant. 
Kaspasrov left the Phi- 
ladelphia convention centre 
without speaking to repor- 
ters. but associates said he 
was very disappointed and 
took the defeat to heart. 

In a control room, prog- 
rammers cheered, clapped 
and hugged each other when 
Kasparov resigned. 

“It's great, l think us going 
to be a very interesting match 
now.” said C.J. Tan. senior 


manager of the company’s 
parallel processing unit. Pa- 
rallel processors work on 
different pans of a complex 
problem simultaneously, as- 
opposed to less powerful and 
older serial processors, which 
solve them one at a time. 

The researchers, only one 
of whom is a serious chest 
player, have worked since 
193S developing a processor 
chip specifically for chess cal- 
culations. 

Deep Blue is now a 32- 
node IBM RS/6000 SP high/ 
performance computer cap. 
able of calculating 50 billion 
moves within three minuter, 

The machine's name is a 
play on IBM's nickname. Big 


Blue. 


Jordan Design S. Trade Center cordially invites you to attend 

Annual Cl GarancG Sale 

* lots of surprises * free giveaways * bargains * 
The exhibition runs from February 3rd - March 7th 



10% to 5C» 


Cff ALL STOCK 


MR6M/6 -WWNS -Mff&wa 




Jordan Design 
K Trade Center 


NOORaL HUSSEIN FOUNDATION 

TEL 699141/2 OPENING HOURS 8:OOAM-7:OOPM 

[Off Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Gardens 
& Safeway, 2nd right after gas station] 


ACCESS On-Line 

INTERNET 



Service 


Join the fastest growing On-line Service in Jordan. With more than 500 active members 
participating In various discussions In the on-Bne chat, forums, and teleconferencing. 
ACCESS On-Une Is the ideal choice for you. 

With more than 5 GlgaBytes of Information available on-Bne. ACCESS Ort-fine features: 


Access to local & international 
Electronic Mall. 



Media Center which Includes 
electronic copies from prominent 
Newspapers & Magazines such as 
Byte M.E. Review & The Star. 


Access to the Amman 
Financial Market and other 
financial Information. 


GlgaBytes of On-Line Hie Libraries. # 


On-Line Database of all active 
companies In Jordan along 
with their activities. 


Join NOWand get: 

* ONE MONTH FREE 
* SOFTWARE FREE 
* 3 Q M 0001 NTERNET 
CHAR AC TERS FREE 


ACCESS 


For more Information contact us at 646868 
Or call our online service directly at 655263 v 
Email: access@taccess.com.Jo 


• With 62 Dedicated phone Unas ACCESS On-Una guarantees you no Busy signal when caking. 
•AO our lines support speeds up to 28.8k. 
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Jordan Times, Monday, February 12, 1996 



Irish PM criticises Major 


as peace search crumbles 


LONDON (R) — Irish 
Premier John Bruton 
slammed British Prime 
Minister John Major's han- 
dling of the Northern Irish 
peace process on Sunday as 
both governments grappled 
with the political fall-out 
from a huge IRA bomb 
attack in London. 

Shattering any hopes of 
unity between Dublin and 
London in the wake of the 
blast, which signalled the 
end of the Irish Republican 
Army’s 17-month ceasefire, 
Mr. Bruton warned Mr. 
Major to drop his plan for 
elections to break the peace 
deadlock. 

“I believe the idea of hav- 
ing an election of the kind 
suggested immediately after 
the resumption of violence 
would pour petrol on the 
flames. I think it would be a 
serious mistake.'* he told a 
BBC television interviewer. 

. Mr. Major’s office 
declined to comment on the 
remarks, which looked set 
to create a rift between 
London and Dublin as the 
two governments grappled 
for a way forward after the 
bomb killed two and 
wounded more than 100 in 
the Eastern Docklands area. 


But Sinn Fein, the politi- 
cal wing of the IRA, 
rebuffed a conciliatory offer 
by Mr. Bruton to resume the 
peace process exactly where 
it had been before the bomb 
went off if the IRA could be 
persuaded to reinstate its 
ceasefire. 

In a grim assessment of 
the situation, Sinn Fein 
Chairman Mitchell 

McLaughlin said the peace 
process had now collapsed. 

“We are prepared to play 
our full role... in convincing 
people who resort to armed 
struggle that there is an effi- 
cient and an effective alter- 
□ative...But we cannot do it 
on our own,” Mr. 
McLaughlin told BBC tele- 
vision. 

“Unfortunately, because 
over an 18-mooth period the 
British government didn't 
join the process themselves 
and made no attempts to 
bring the unionists on 
board, the peace process 
which was constructed over 
many years-has collapsed. 

“Now we have to back to 
the drawing board and we 
have to start to rebuild it yet 
again,” Mr. McLaughlin 
said. 

One hopeful sign on 


Sunday came from a lead- 
ing loyalist close to the 
IRA’s Protestant guerrilla 
foes who said that he did not 
expect any immediate retal- 
iation for the London blast. 

“I am convinced that for 
die foreseeable future fioy- 
alist groups)...will...maio- 
tain the ceasefire, at least 
for the time being,” said 
David Ervine of the hard- 
line Progressive Unionist 
Party, pledged to maintain- 
ing British rule in Northern 
Ireland. 

A spokeswoman for the 
London Docklands 

Development Corporation 
said damage from the bomb 
would cost between £50 
million ($77 million) and 
£100 million ($155 mil- 
lion). 

U.S. President Bill 
Clinton led a chorus of con- 
demnation of the devastat- 
ing blast from governments 
around the world. 

But some foreign newspa- 
pers, including the New York 
Times, accusing Mr. Major 
of playing a dangerous game 
of brinkmanship by insisting 
the IRA hand over some of 
its weapons before all-party 
peace talks could begin. 

Mr. Breton echoed their 


sharp criticism. 

“I make no moral equiva- 
lence between acts of vio- 
lence which are on a pro- 
foundly different plane to 
mistakes that might be made 
by politicians.., (but) I 
believe (Major's) open and 
shut presentation in the 
House of Commons of the 
matter earlier this month was 
a mistake.” he said. 

The Irish premier’s 
remarks were clearly direct- 
ed at reinstating a joint 
November commitment by 
the two governments to hold 
all-party negotiations by the 
month’s end. 

Mr. Major sidestepped the 
pledge last month when he 
said the IRA’s refusal to dis- 
arm barred Sinn Fein from 
all-party talks and 
announced elections instead 


as a precursor to negotia- 
tions. 

But the pressure is now 
building on major. 

As police swiftly put extra 
security in place around 
London's financial district. 
British newspapers said 
security services feared 
Friday's bomb could be the 
start of a new wave of 
attacks in mainland Britain. 


PRINCE HASSAN VISITS AIR FORCE: His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassao, Hie Regent, Sunday visits the Royal Jordanian Air Force (RJAF). head- 
quarters where he was received by the Royal Air Force commander and senior offi- 
cers. Prince Hassan met for a while with the RJAF commander. The Regent also 
met with a visiting U.S. military delegation, headed by assistant secretary of the 
UJ5. Airforce for International Affairs. Prince Hassan reviewed with the delegation 
members the situations in the region and scopes of bilateral cooperation, in addi- 
tion to issues of common concern. Also Sunday Prince Hassan attended an iftar 
banquet hosted by Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Abdul Hafez Mirai Al 
Kaabneh in honour of senior army officers. Prince Hassan and the audience per- 
formed Al Maghreb prayer. The Regent conveyed to the army officers the greetings 
of His Majesty King Hussein, the Supreme Commander of the Jordanian Aimed 
Forces, and praised their unique role in carrying out their duties. The Crown 
Prince stressed the need for reconsidering priorities with a view to achieving the 
balance in the management of natural resources and building a model homeland 
enjoying prosperity, stability and security. The iftar banquet was attended by Chief 
of Staff for Land forces, and his assistants, the armed forces inspector general and 
commander of the Royal Jordanian Air Force (Petra photo) 


Dozens injured in 
stampede after fire 
extinguisher blast 
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SEOUL (AFP) — Some 30 
people were hospitalised 
Sunday after an exploding 
fire extinguisher at a.Seooi 
horse racing track triggered 
a panicked stampede for 

the exits, television, sad. 

The safely pin of a fee 
extinguisher was polled 
and the sound of exploding 
gas sent hundreds of the 
10,000 punters at the 
Kwachon Horse Racing 
Track in southern Seoul 
rushing out of the stands, 
Yonhap Television News 
(YTN) said- It was . not 
clear yet whether any mali- 
cious intent was involved, 
but YTN said a spectator 
might have accidentally 
pulled the pin. Some lOQ^ 
people were injured in the’ 
stampede, but no deaths 
were reported, it said. The 
injured were carried to 
nearby hospitals, some 
with broken legs after 
apparently leaping from 
the high stands. Thirty 
were admitted with serious 
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injuries and the others 
allowed to return home 
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Iran pledges to 
stay on course as it 
marks revolution 


U.S. mediator arrives in Belgrade in an 
effort to salvage faltering Bosnia peace 


TEHRAN (R) — Iranians 
took to the streets on 
Sunday to celebrate the 
anniversary of the 1979 
Islamic revolution against 
the Shah and re-afifirm alle- 
giance to the late Ayatollah 
Rubollah Khomeini's strict 
guidelines. 

Tens of thousands 

marched from five points in 
Tehran to rally at the city’s 
Azadi (freedom) Square, 
waving flags and bearing 
portraits of Khomeini and 
his successor, spiritual 
leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei. About 100,000 
thronged in the square and 
official media said millions 
attended similar rallies 
throughout the country. 
Witnesses said security 
appeared tighter than in 
previous years. 

Visiting American black 
Muslim leader Louis 
Farrakhan, main foreign 
guest at the Tehran rally, 
hailed the revolution and 
said: “Iran is now in the 
vanguard of an Islamic rev- 
olution that is sweeping the 
earth. 

“You must not despair 
because it appears that ene- 
mies are ail around this 
marvellous revolution. You 
must not get weak or weary 
in your vanguard position,” 
the self-styled leader of the 
Nation of Islam said. 

Mr. Farrakhan, who 
arrived in Tehran on 
Saturday, described himself 
as “your Muslim brother 
from the United States of 
America”. His speech in 
English was broadcast on 
Tehran radio and a Persian 
translation was relayed over 
loudspeakers to people in 
the streets. 

Holding a copy of the 
Koran. Mr. Farrakhan ended 
his 35-minute speech by 
chanting Ailahu Akbar (God 
is greatest), a refrain picked 
up by the crowd who also 


GAZA (R) — A Palestine 
Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) official on Sunday 
accused Israel of trying to 
impose security control 
over a Palestinian airport 
under construction along 
the Gaza Strip’s bonder with 
Israel. 

“Israeli soldiers have for 
the past 10 days tried to pre- 
vent work on construction 
of the airport...and this is a 
flagrant violation of the 
accord we signed with 
them,” said Brigadier 
General Fayez Zeidan. head 
Of the Palestinian Civil 
Aviation Authority. 

The Israeli army had no 
immediate comment on the 


chanted: "To the anguish of 
America, our movement has 
spread across the world”. 

As President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani arrived, 
Mr. Farrakhan left the stage, 
walked to the Iranian 
leader's car and embraced 
him. 

Mr. Rafsanjani said 
Muslims worldwide sup- 
ported the Iranian revolution 
and added: ‘Today you wit- 
nessed one from a country 
known for its enmity against 
Islam.” 

Calling Mr. Farrakhan "a 
speaker for more than 30 
million oppressed black 
Americans”, Mr. Rafsanjani 
said. “Everybody under- 
stands that our confrontation 
is with the government and 
not the people of America. 

“It is the justice-seeking 
message of Islam that 
attracts people everywhere. 
We do not care if that is 
called exporting revolu- 
tion." 

Mr. Rafsanjani said the 
Iranian people still regarded 
the United States as “the 
great Satan”, and said: “As 
long as America, by adopt- 
ing unreasonable and bla- 
tantly disgraceful policies..., 
(is) not showing the least 
sign of good will. ..The 

Iranian people will continue 
chanting ‘death to 
America’." 

The crowd pledged con- 
tinued allegiance to the rev- 
olution by approving a 10- 
point resolution read ax the 
end of the rally. 

It re- affirmed that 

Khomeini was the architect 
of the revolution and his 
guidelines would always be 
followed. It also confirmed 
obedience to Khamenei as a 
religious duty. 

The resolution also 

praised Mr. Rafsanjani and 
expressed support for the 
government’s development 
projects. 


allegation. 

Gen. Zeidan told Reuters 
that Israel was trying “to 
impose security control on 
the airport before it is oper- 
ational" at Rafah in the 
southern Gaza Strip. 

He said Israeli soldiers 
had entered a third of the 
airport's area contending it 
was situated in Zone B. ter- 
ritory where Israel main- 
tains responsibility for over- 
all security under its self- 
rule deals with the PLO. 

The Israeli army, Gen. 
Zeidan said, contended that 
“we did not coordinate with 
them on building in that 
area - . But he said the PLO 
had submitted its construc- 


SARAJEVO (AFP) — The 
U.S. mediator. Richard 
Holbrooke, went to 
Belgrade Sunday after talks 
in Sarajevo in continuing 
efforts to defuse a row over 
the detention of two 
Bosnian Serbs suspected of 
war crimes. 

The U.S. assistant secre- 
tary of state sounded an 
optimistic note as he left 
Sarajevo late Sonday, say- 
ing as he departed: “I think 
this is going to get straight- 
ened out.” 

Two senior Bosnian Serb 
officers are currently held by 
the Bosnian government 
after being arrested last 
month in the Sarajevo area. 
The international war crimes 
tribunal asked the govern- 
ment to hold onto the pair 
pending enquiries into possi- 
ble war crimes charges. A 
further two soldiers are also 
being held for investigation. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel 
and the U.S. plan a new 
round of tests for the jointly 
funded Arrow anti-missile 
missile, an official said 
Sunday. 

David Ivri, director-gener- 
al of Israel's defence min- 
istry, said a test would be 
carried out in the next few 
days to examine the Arrow 
2’s technical capability and 
another test would be con- 
ducted later to intercept a 
missile. Mr. Ivri predicted 
Israel would have “some 
capability” within a year’s 
time to use the missile sys- 
tem in its defence. 

Earlier this month, the 
United States committed 
$200 million over five years 
to develop the Arrow 2. 
Israel has committed S60 
million a year to the project. 


tion maps to the Israeli side 
more than 45 days ago. 

“We insist on going ahead 
with our plans as agreed 
previously with Israel so we 
can conclude construction 
of the airport and airfield on 
time in May.” Gen. Zeidan 
said. 

“Our agreement with 
Israelis in Cairo and Taba 
stated rhat Palestinians 
would construct an airport 
and for eight months we 
were studying possible 
locations because they 
rejected all our proposals 
since they do not want us to 
use Israeli skies.” he said. 

“We finally agreed on the 
location, area, borders of 


Their detention prompted 
the Serbs to break off con- 
tact with the government and 
withdraw cooperation with 
NATO. Officials of the 
60.000-strong International 
Peace Force (IFOR) in 
Bosnia reported the Serbs 
have withdrawn cooperation 
in some areas of the country. 

During his stay in the cap- 
ital. Mr. Holbrooke met with 
Bosnian President Alija 
Izetbegovic and other gov- 
ernment officials. The focus 
of the talks, a government 
spokesman said, was free- 
dom of movement for civil- 
ians and the right to pursue 
suspected war criminals. 

The effect of the arrests 
has been to heighten mutual 
suspicion between the 
wartime foes and stymie 
progress towards freeing up 
movement of civilans across 
enemy territory. 

‘It was a good meeting. 


Mr. Ivri denied that Israel 
had any plans to export the 
Arrow or related technology, 
saying that it was sharing all 
information with the United 
States. "Our goal is to get 
the maximum capability to 
defend the country,” he said. 

Mr. Ivri also referred to the 
new Nautilus project with 
the U.S. in which the two 
countries have developed a 
laser weapon capable of 
downing short-range rock- 
ets. 

On Friday, scientists at the 
White Sands Missile Range 
in New Mexico used the sys- 
tem to shoot down an armed, 
short-range rocket for the 
first time. Mr. Ivri said that 
after one more test, the pro- 
ject would enter phase two 
in which a prototype would 
be built 


the airport so we would use 
Palestinian and Egyptian 
skies in landing and take- 
off,” Gen. Zeidan said. 

Khaled Salem, an eco- 
nomics adviser to 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat, proposed that Mr. 
Arafat and Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres meet 
to resolve the dispute. 

"It could be solved in 10 
minutes if Israel showed 
goodwill.” he told Reuters. 
“Israel does not have the 
right to determine the loca- 
tions of Palestinian institu- 
tions according to its securi- 


We talked about a procedure 
whereby we can get both 
elements respected: to pur- 
sue war criminals but also 
maintain freedom of move- 
ment,” Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Mirza Hajric 
said. These are two key 
aspects of the Dayton 
accords, put together last 
November in Dayton, Ohio 
and signed in Paris in 
December. 

While some Western offi- 
cials have expressed doubts 
at the timing of the arrests, 
Mr. Hajric said the govern- 
ment had come under no 
pressure to release the two 
senior officers. However, if 
the two men were of no fur- 
ther interest to the tribunal, 
the pair would be released, 
the official added. Mr. 
Holbrooke “fully supported 
it (the detentions pending 
investigation). There was 
not one bit of pressure for 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Afghan militia leaders got 
back to work Sunday at plot- 
ting a way to oust President 
Burhanuddin Rabbaru. but a 
key armed group in the war- 
wrecked. country was still 
notably absent. 

Talks between the four- 
strong opposition coalition 
got into their fifth day here, 
with former Afghan Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin 

Hekmatyar joining the dis- 
cussions. 

A spokesman for Mr. 
Hekmatyar’s Hezb-i-Tsiami 
faction said the militia leader 
arrived Saturday. 

But notably absent was the 


ANKARA (AFP) — New 
elections are inevitable if 
Turkey’s pro-lslamic 
Welfare Party is barred 
from taking power, the 
party’s deputy chairman 
said Sunday. 

“If the Welfare cannot 
have a leading role in a 
coalition government, the 
result will inevitably be 
fresh general elections,” 
Aydin Menderes said at a 
party meeting in the south- 
ern city of Kahramanmaras. 
the Anatolia news agency 
reported. 

The Welfare Party became 
the biggest political group 
with 158 deputies in the 
550-seat parliament in the 
Dec. 24 election, but parry 
leader Necmenin Erbakan 
failed to form a coalition 
government. 

Mesut Yilmaz. leader of 


them to be released,” the 
spokesman said. The U.S. 
official himself declined to 
comment on the arrests other 
than to say he had returned 
to Bosnia to stress ‘Tull com- 
pliance” with Dayton. 

John Shamick, the U.S. 
assistant secretary of state 
for human rights, travelling 
with Mr. Holbrooke visited 
two of the Serb prisoners, 
General Djordje Djukic, and 
Colonel Aleksa Krsmanovic, 
in prison. They were both in 
“good health” Mr. 

Holbrooke told reporters as 
he left Sarajevo. Ejup 

Ganic, a senior member of 
the Bosnian presidency who 
attended the talks with the 
American delegation, added 
that Mr. Holbrooke would 
raise the question of some 
700 Bosnian civilians held in 
Serbia when he goes to 
Belgrade. 

The group are from the 


Taliban Islamic militia, 
which controls large parts of 
the south and west of 
Afghanistan and it at present 
laying siege to Kabul, which 
is still held by Mr. Rabbani's 
forces. 

“We are trying to meet the 
Taliban leaders,” a 
spokesman for militia leader 
General Abdul Rashid 
Dostum told AFP, as the 
opposition coalition went 
into session Sunday in 
Islamabad. 

Mr. Dostam's National 
Islamic Movement (NIM) 
militia dominated by ethnic 
Uzbeks, controls much of 
northern Afghanistan. Mr. 


the Motherland Party, was 
asked to form a government 
Feb. 3 after caretaker Prime 
Minister Tansu Ciller, 
leader of the True Path 
Party, also gave up the 
attempt. w 

“Either' the Motherland 
Party aglces to a govern- 
ment led by us, or there will 
be early elections. Other 
options like the one 
between Yilmaz and Ciller 
are doomed to fail,” Mr. 
Menderes said. 

Mr. Yilmaz refused an 
alliance with arch-rival 
Ciller as prime minister. 

Mr. Yilmaz. the only 
leader who has not rule^ out 
a coalition with the 
Islamists, is expected to 
meet Mr. Erbakan on 
Monday, but one leading 
Motherland official said 
Saturday his party was not 


fallen enclaves of Srebrenica 
and Zepa, overrun by 
Bosnian Serb forces last 
summer. They fied the east- 
ern Bosnia U.N. safe areas 
for nearby Serbia avoiding 
the fate of thousands of oth- 
ers from the enclave now 
missing and presumed dead. 

Despite threats to break off 
relations with IFOR by hard- 
line Serb generals, the 
Bosnian Serb political lead- 
ership have hinted that they 
did not want to break off 
relations with NATO. 
Quoted by SRNA, the offi- 
cial news agency of the rebel 
Serbs, their leader Radovan 
Karadzic said that the Serb 
leadership “is conscious that 
the full realisation of the 
peace accord is of great 
importance for the citizens 
of the (Bosnian) Serb repub- 
lic and the (Bosnian) federa- 
tion.” 


Dostam flew in last Tuesday. 

“We call upon all leaders 
involved in the Afghan con- 
flict to participate in these 
important discussions,” said 
Mr. Dosiam’s spokesman 
General Painda Khan, adding 
that Mr. Dostam has come 
with an “important mission." 

Two other factions are tak- 
ing part — Shiite faction 
Hezb-i-Wabdat of Karim 
Khalili and the National 
Liberation Front led by 
Sibghatullah Mojaddedi. 

Iranian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Alaeddin Borujedri 
arrived here Wednesday fol- 
lowing talks with govern- 
ment officials in Kabul. 


hopeful of an accord 
between the two. 

“We have serious differ- 
ences. particularly after 
hearing radical remarks by 
Erbakan,” Motherland’s 
Deputy Chairman Avni 
Akyol said. 

According to Turkish 
press reports, Mr. Erbakan 
told Iranian diplomats in 
Ankara last week he 
admired the Islamic revolu- 
tion in Iran, and wished for 
Islamist rule in Turkey. 

President Suleyman 
Demirel has the right to dis- 
solve the national assembly 
and call early elections if no 
government is formed with- 
in 45 days of the naming of 
the parliament speaker’s 
office. This happened on 
Tuesday. 



PLO, Israel in row over Palestinian airport site 


Israel, U.S. plan new 
Arrow missile tests 


Militias resume anti-Rabbani talks 


Islamic party demands power, 
warns of new elections in Turkey 


Hong Kong 
smashes pirated 
CD storage centre 

HONG KONG (R) — 
Hong Kong has smashed a 
pirated compact disc stor- 
age centre with the seizure 
of over 13,000 discs 
including those on popular 
movies and updated com- 
puter software, the govern- 
ment said Sunday. In the 
Saturday operation, local 
customs officers arrested 
five Chinese males aged 15 
to 23, believed to be mem- 
bers of a syndicate supply- 
ing counterfeit CDs for sale 
at Golden Shopping 
Arcade, the territory’s 
largest and most notorious 
computer software piracy 
centre. A government state- 
ment said the infringing 
discs, worth Hong Kong 
dollars 930,000 

($119,230), included 5,243 
videos, 992 games, 7,110 
CD-ROMs and 20 items 
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them were popular movies 
such as Show Girls, Apollo 
13, and Dr. Jekyll And Ms 
Hyde, and updated com- 
puter softwares such as the 
latest version of Chinese 
Windows 95. They were 
seized in a domestic flat in 
the same building as the 
Golden Shopping Arcade 
in the seedy Shamshiripo 
district of Hong Kong. The 
five males were allowed 
bail between Hong Kong 
dollars 10,000 and 100,000 
($1,282-12,821) pending 
further investigation, the 
government said. 

Malaysia steps up 
hunt for 125 
addicts 

KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Malaysian police 
Sunday stepped up their 
manhunt for 125 inmat es 
who escaped following a 
riot at a drug rehabilitation 
centre in Kulim, northern 
Kedah state late Saturday. 
A platoon of the police 
field force and anti-riot 
federal reserve unit troops 
have been deployed to 
assist tbe 150 policemen in 
the manhunt. Roadblocks 
were set up over a 10 -kilo- 
metre radius of the centre. 
An official at the Federal 
Police Department in 
Kuala Lumpur told AFP 
that 128 inmates escaped 
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Saturday night but three .J 
were arrested later. The riot -^hn?. f, * 
occurred after a group of * • e 
addicts quarrelled with the 
centre's officials at d.30 Carta 

p.m. local time Saturday, “9Sey B 
Kulim District Police Chief ^ ' c l 
Mohamad Badri Omar was yjjjO 
quoted as saying in ne ws % i, -''a 
reports ’Sunday. This was j n , 

the first massive, breakout 
by inmates from such a e ho r n 
centre. In previous small#- \ ^diq 
scale escapes, addicts have \ Crjn.Ns* c 

often alleged maltreatment M f 0 V| cr e5l 

and overcrowding. Deputy jSw, 
Home Minister MegalJ' t r , of 
Junid Megat Ayob said*, 

Friday there were 200,000* V... 
drug addicts in Malaysia 
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